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LETTERS 


WE MISS U PRINCE 
Thx 2 U City Hall 4 Turning Pur- 


ple: Thank you San Francisco for once 
again doing the creative and RIGHT 


“Thank you San Francisco for once again doing the creative and RIGHT thing.” 


thing. You never stop amazing me. 
Bonnie Metzger 


Warriors can wait: Once again Iam so 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 


glad I live in the Bay Area. San Francisco, 
as a city, holds a unique place for art and 
artists. Daisy Damskey 





Steve Rhodes 


San Francisco City Hall lit up in purple to remember Prince as “Purple Rain” played 


TRESS MOUCBER WCELE 


THE INC REOISLE 


TRUMP 


THIS WEEK; VICTORY WITHIN GRASP! 
TRUMP SMASH ANY PUNY CAR- 

TOONIST WHO DRAW WHITE HOUSE 
WITH GIANT “TRUMP” SIGN ON TOR! 


TRUMP THINK JTMAT JOKE ALREADY 
DONE To DEATH! 


CAN HE SUPPRESS THE 
WHIcH SUSTAINS HIM 
Him POWER? 


VERY FoRcE 
AND GIVES 


TRUMP =--ER=--VERY PLEASED To-- 
Ue SPEAK IN POLITE AND MEASURED 
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AS AN UNRESTRAINED ORANGE RAGE 
MONSTER--WITH GREAT SUCCES S-- 


LYN’ TED! MEXICAN RAPISTS! 
POLITICAL CORRECTNESS! THE 
TERRIBLE, TERRIOLE ATEDIA! 


AAARGH! TRUMP CANT STAND 
iT! TRUMP SAIASH GULLIBLE 
MEDIA CONSENSUS ABOUT TRUMPS 
PRESIDENTAAL DEMEANOR! 


by TOM TOMORROW 


--BUT Now IT's TIME 
PRESIDENTIAL. 

TRUMP CAN Do THAT! TRUMP WILL 
BE MORE PRESIDENTIAL THAN ANY- 
ONE, INCLUDING FORMER PRESIDENTS! 


T ACT 


WHOOPS, TRUMP ACCIDENTALLY RE- 
TWEET ANOTHER WHITE SUPREMACIST. 


ee a eee 
OPTIMISTIC OVER AT THE D.N.c. 
ACCORDING TO THE WBC NEWS/WALL 
STREET JOURNAL POLL, 68% OF 
VOTERS COULD WEVER LMAGINE 
VOTING FOR TRUMP -«- 


WE'LL DEMOLISH 
HIM<-WITH OUR 
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RADIOACTIVE ONE 


Sikhs stand up: Infamous tech celebrity 
Gurbaksh Chahal has launched a campaign 
against San Francisco District Attorney 
George Gascon, who he accuses Gascon of 
being racist (“Is This Disgraced Tech CEO 
George Gascon’s Facebook Enemy?” Chris 
Roberts, The Snitch, 4/12/16). This may or 
may not be true. What is troubling is that 
Gurbaksh Chahal and his family have co- 
opted the leadership of the San Jose Sikh 
Gurdwara, who have used their position to 
support Gurbaksh Chahal, who is again fac- 
ing prosecution after numerous labor dis- 
putes and domestic violence charges. 
Orchestrating an online and offline cam- 
paign, some unwitting members of the 
community are being told they must stand 
against a racist DA in support of a “fellow 
Sikh,” instead of seeing this as a cold power 
play by someone that has already plead 
guilty to domestic violence charges. Asa 
counter, a much larger number of Bay Area 
Sikhs have signed a letter to San Jose Sikh 
Gurdwara committee asking why they are 
supporting this initiative. As April is Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month, it is incumbent 
to raise a voice against abuse in all of its 
forms, even if those that oppose attempt to 
leverage money, power, and patriarchy. 


Gurjit Singh, San Jose 
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OVERPOWERINGIN NUMBERS 


2 Many Lyfts: Uber & Lyft drivers spend 
much more time on the streets than a nor- 
mal driver would and they use 5 to 10 more 
vehicles than are necessary to do the job 
(“The Unstudied Traffic Impacts of Uber 
and Lyft,” Chris Roberts, 4/21/16). They ob- 
viously are major sources of both congestion 
and pollution. But the SFMTA and the state 
Legislature have refused to do environmen- 
tal impact studies. Worse, environmental 
groups like the Sierra Club continue to ig- 
nore the subject. The Natural Resource De- 
fense Council argued against doing an 
environmental impact study when Uber and 
Lyft put their “Pool” services on the street. 
Ed Healy, San Francisco 
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Party Hunters 


Vacant properties in SOMA are hosting raves. The owners Say police don't seem to care. 


By Chris Roberts 


Earlier this month, commercial 
leasing agent Hans Hansson started re- 
ceiving bizarre complaints. Neighbors 
of a Howard Street property whose 
owner he’s representing were hearing 
noise and loud music at odd hours — 
bizarre, considering the property, a 
warehouse-slash-workshop space with 
18-foot ceilings that’s a holdover from 
SOMA’s more blue-collar days, is va- 
cant. 

When Hansson swung by the 
property to see what was up, he was 
greeted at the door by a tired-looking 
man, standing in front of a host of 
professional sound equipment. 

“He asked, ‘Who are you?’ ” Hans- 
son tells SF Weekly. “I said, ‘I’m the 
owner’s representative — who are 
you? ” 

Hansson gave the mystery man an 
hour to clear out. While he waited, 
Hansson noticed the care the man 
was taking to clean up. 

“It looked like a professional, 
paid event,” says Hansson, who dou- 
ble-checked with his clients to see if 
they’d rented the space out without 
his knowledge. 

They hadn’t — apparently, some- 
body had gained access to the build- 
ing, hired the musicians, and adver- 
tised the place as a party venue on 
social media. And the man on hand 
was hired by the party organizer to 
clean up and return the property in 
proper condition. 

“That was the unbelievable thing,” 
Hansson says. “It wasn’t like they 
broke in and ransacked it. They were 
renting it responsibly.” 


Play Without 
the Pay 


A fishy political contribution 
is returned, but the support 
remains. 


By Chris Roberts 


On April 18, Supervisor Mark 


Farrell made a special appearance at the 


Board of Supervisors’ influential Land 
Use Committee, of which he is not a 
member. 

During a debate on whether the 
city should increase how much be- 
low-market-rate housing new devel- 
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Hansson says he has no 
idea who gained access to the 
space. A number the cleaner 
gave him for the orga- 
nizer was fake. 

(The parties, ad- 
vertised on social 
media including | j 
the “San Francisco 
Bay Area DJs and 
Dancers” Facebook 
group, appeared 
to be popular and 
well-attended. 
“Howard Street is 
popping!” one par- 
tygoer wrote, ina 
post that has since 
been deleted. The 
poster, who used 
a pseudonym that — 
means “Fuck You,” 

did not respond toa 
request for comment.) 

But whoever it was, 
they are both industrious 
and persistent. A few days 
after Hansson changed the 
locks, irate neighbors started 
calling again. The dance music 
was back. The ravers had made 
their way back in. 

This time, he called the police. 
The ravers were chased out and 
the space boarded back up. But 
nobody was arrested and no 
charges were filed, says Hansson, 
who says police blamed criminal 
justice changes like Prop. 47 for 
the slow response and lack of 
action. (San Francisco police did 
not respond to requests for com- 
ment.) 


opments must include — eventually 


approved on Tuesday, April 26 — Far- 


rell spoke out in favor of an exception 
to the rule. 

This exception would only be 
for projects turning a commercial 


building out of compliance with local 


zoning into housing, but only if a 
certain application had been filed by 
January 12, and only if the project 
was larger than 10 acres in size. It 
was awfully specific, and it also hap- 
pened to apply to a specific project 
in Farrell’s district: a proposal from 
prominent local development firm 
Prado Group to convert UCSF offices 


at 3333 California St. into housing, a 


rare large-scale residential develop- 
ment in Farrell’s upscale District 2. 





And Hansson is worried the 
raves will happen again — if 
not at his space, at some- 

one else’s. 
Right now, there’s 
high demand 
for spaces like 
the 4,000 to 
5,000-square-foot 
open floor plan 
space on Howard 
— but most of it is 
illegal. According 
to city building 
inspectors, 
there are 1,200 
buildings zoned 
for “PDR” use 
— “production, 
distribution, and 
repair, meaning 





It also just so happened that on 
April 12, Prado Group CEO Daniel 
Safier cut Farrell a $2,500 campaign 
contribution. It wasn’t the size of the 
contribution — other developers, 
including Russell Flynn, cut Farrell 
bigger checks that same day — but 
the timing that floored the moderate 
Farrell’s left-leaning colleagues (who 
were behind the higher below-mar- 
ket-rate housing requirements). 

Did a developer really just buy 
a friendly amendment — with the 
transaction laid out in public re- 
cords? 

Not so, according to Farrell, who 
called the whole affair a regrettable 
coincidence. 

“Thad no idea about the contribu- 


COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


old-school, blue-collar use — that 
are instead being used for tech of- 
fices. 

Some owners of these have al- 
ready received notices to evict the 
offending office space — which, cou- 
pled with a slowing market for these 


spaces, could mean ample opportuni- 


ty handy for stealthy ravers. 

Unless the warehouses are put to 
another use, one which neighbors 
might not prefer to raves. 

“The government blames tech for 
[the PDR issue], but it’s not really 
tech’s fault,” Hansson says. “Most 
of these spaces in the city have been 
turned into weed grows.” 
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tion,” he told SF Weekly, noting that 
Safier appears to have responded toa 
fundraising mass email. 

“As soon as I learned about it, I 
returned it. ... I said [to Safier], ‘I 
appreciate your support, but this is 
distracting from the issue at hand.” 

Reached via telephone, Safier 
declined to comment to SF Weekly or 
explain the curious timing between 
the campaign contribution and the 
friendly amendment — which, if it 
was a quid-pro-quo arrangement, 
would run afoul of campaign finance 
laws. (It would, in fact, be rank 
corruption.) “I’m not talking about 
that,” Safier said. 

No problem. Others, including 
Farrell, are speaking for him. In- 


Collection 
Apathy 


San Francisco can't seem 
to collect on fines for 
outlaw Airbnb use. 


San Francisco-based Airbnb 
is increasingly popular among San 
Francisco homeowners and ten- 
ants. As of March, there were 
7,047 hosts offering 9,448 listings 
in the city, up from 5,378 hosts 
and 7,029 listings in the fall. Much 
less popular are the city’s regula- 
tions around Airbnb. For over a 
year, the city’s Airbnb hosts have 
been required to register with the 
city. Out of that 7,047, only 1,747 
have registered with the city’s new 
Office of Short Term Rentals. 
That’s annoying city legislators, 
some of whom unveiled a plan on 
Tuesday to start billing Airbnb for 
its inability to get its hosts to fill 
out paperwork. 

The city has had little luck 
getting local Airbnb hosts to 
obey the law. And the city’s 
ability to get penalized scofflaw 
hosts to pay up is also apparently 
limited. 

As of Monday, the city had 
assessed $695,000 in penalties 
for Airbnb units breaking the 
law — such as offering too many 
unhosted stays, or using a hous- 
ing unit as a full-time Airbnb — 
but had only managed to collect 
$160,000 of that. 

“What’s frustrating is that 
every time we try to offer more 
tools, the Mayor’s Office says, 
‘We don’t need them, ” says 
Supervisor David Campos, a 
frequent Airbnb critic. “It’s clear 
that they do.” 

Whether an extra carrot or 
an extra stick would work best 
— or if they would both just be 
ignored — is unclear. CR 


creasing below-market-rate housing 
requirements could threaten the 
financial viability of future residential 
developments — like Prado’s Lau- 

rel Heights project, the supervisor 
said. “They [Prado] have significant 
concerns about the viability of the 
project,” he said. “I’m an advocate for 
more housing in District 2. ...l am 
pro-housing.” 

Not that Farrell isn’t still in Pra- 
do’s corner. After the exemption 
was withdrawn, Farrell was one of 
only two supervisors to vote against 
the exemption-less higher afford- 
able housing requirements — which 
is perfectly legal, no contribution 
necessary. 
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WHAT'S THE MOST LIKELY MOVE OBAMA COULD MAKE ON WEED? (UN)FORTUNATELY, IT'S NOTHING. 


Obama’s Empty 
Marijuana 
Schedule 


Alame duck with nothing to lose 


but his legacy, Barack Obama is now in the 
peculiar position of being America’s most 
cannabis-friendly president. He has earned 
this title passively: by doing nothing. 

Obama did nothing when Washing- 
ton and Colorado legalized recreational 
cannabis in 2012. He did nothing when 
Oregon and Alaska did the same in 2014. 
But in 2010, when recreational mari- 
juana was legal nowhere and when drug 
agents seized a record number of mar- 
ijuana plants, Obama’s Justice Depart- 
ment also did next to nothing — vague 
threats of jail time and some threatening 
letters to property owners — which, at 
the time, was enough to help kill legaliza- 
tion in California and to slow down the 
growth of the state’s weed industry for a 
couple of years. Never have a few pieces 
of certified mail had more effect. 

Now, with venture capital sinking 
serious skin into the weed game and as 
much as a third of the country poised 
to vote on expansion of legalization and 
medical marijuana access, it’s as if none 
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of that happened. Now, there is increas- 
ing talk in some drug reform circles that 
Obama will break with tradition and do 
something on drug reform in his last 
months in office. 

A few months ago, former New Mex- 
ico Gov. Gary Johnson openly guessed 
Obama would remove cannabis from 
Schedule I of the Controlled Substanc- 
es Act, the country’s inventory of the 
most highly addictive chemicals with no 
known medical use (two things that do 
not apply to cannabis), and put it into 
Schedule II. (For context: LSD, MDMA, 
and psilocybin are Schedule I; cocaine 
and methamphetamine are Schedule II. 
For more context: Johnson was recently 
CEO of a publicly traded cannabis com- 
pany.) 

That set off rumors Obama would 
make the move before a recent special 
session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on drugs. (He didn’t.) Then in 
early April, U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
and seven other Senate Dem- 
ocrats received a letter from 
the DEA — which has in the 
past been sued, unsuccess- 
fully, to reschedule cannabis 
— in which the agency said it 
could decide by July whether 
to reschedule. A tepid promise 
to possibly do something, like 
a slacker’s vow to finally start 
a long-gestating novel, but it 
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was pounced upon as a major step by 
some drug reform activists. When you're 
starving, even a table scrap can feel like 
a feast. 

Most recently, gains from activists 
through smoking marijuana outside of 
Obama’s house have fueled the specu- 
lation. 

On April 2, about 100 people, includ- 
ing some of the activists from DCMJ 
— the crew behind Washington, D.C.’s 
legalization law — gathered outside the 
White House to get stoned as an act of 
protest. (Public smoking is still illegal in 
D.C., even though possession and culti- 
vation are allowed.) 

Poo-pooed by other drug reform 
activists as a gauche display, the demon- 
stration earned Adam Eidinger, one of 
DCM)J’s cofounders, a meeting on Mon- 
day with staffers in the White House. 

But though the meeting was in the 
White House physically, it wasn’t with 
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White House staffers, but rather bu- 
reaucrats from the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy (who do not work 
under Obama). Nor was there any kind 
of negotiation — just half an hour where 
ONDCP staffers sat, listened, and took 
notes. (Other drug activists are also 
poo-pooing Eidinger for sharing details 
of meetings federal operatives prefer to 
keep “off-the-record.”) 

Even though the officials asked him 
no questions and promised him noth- 
ing — slowly, a pattern emerges — just 
a mere opportunity to be heard was a 
victory, Eidinger told me. 

“By their body language, I could tell 
they were sincerely listening,” he said. 

“T felt good after leaving the meeting — 
other meetings, I’ve walked out feeling 
horrible.” 

Good feelings and the hope that the 
pages of notes taken by the ONDCP 
staffers (neither of whom would give 

Eidinger a card) would not be 
immediately recycled are, for 
now, the lone results from the 
meet. 

As for a likely next step? 
Though he has commuted some 
absurdly lengthy prison terms 
for nonviolent drug offenses, 
nobody believes Obama is sud- 
denly calling his own meetings 
in the Oval Office to demand 


movement on drug reform. 


FIRST CLASS SERVICE FOR 
FIRST CLASS PATIENTS 


Maybe this is better. Had Obama 
moved on scheduling — say if he moved 
cannabis to Schedule II — it would actu- 
ally accomplish very little. It would still 
be illegal. You could still be fired from 
a job for using it, and banks would still 
be barred from dealing with cannabis 
businesses. 

“T don’t want members of the public 
thinking [rescheduling] is a great victory 
and now marijuana is legal,” said Michael 
Collins, deputy director of the Drug Poli- 
cy Alliance’s Office of National Affairs in 
Washington, D.C. “It does not affect the 
legality of marijuana or medical marijua- 

a. ... It doesn’t even really do that much 
for research.” 

Right now, it’s still official White 
House policy to oppose marijuana le- 
galization — another thing Schedule I] 
wouldn't fix, even if the White House 
does nothing to enforce the policy. 

For now, Eidinger is holding out for 
something — another meeting. And if 
he doesn’t get it, or if the White House is 
slow in scheduling it, Eidinger has vowed 
another smoke-out: this one for May 
20 - the birthday of original drug czar 
Harry Anslinger. 

“T told them, ‘We’re going to expect a 
quick response, ” he said. “ “Otherwise, 
the protests will continue. ” 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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By Kyle Ellison 


At an elevation of 10,023 frigid 
feet, Haleakala volcano, on the island of 
Maui, is 3% of the distance to space 
when compared to the beaches at sea 
level. When standing here, above the 
clouds, 50% of the Earth’s atmosphere 
has already disappeared, and 99% of 
birds don’t ever fly this high. Its colorful 
crater is so voluminous that all of Man- 
hattan—or half of San Francisco—could 
nearly fit inside, and when measured 
from its base on the ocean floor it’s 
amazingly taller than Everest. 

Stunning superlatives and statis- 
tics aside, Haleakala is a place that’s 
not only surreal, but also immensely 
sacred, as it’s from this spot that the 
demigod, Maui, famously snared the 
sun. According to ancient Hawaiian 
legend, the sun was racing across 
the sky too quickly for Hawaiians 
to survive, and there wasn’t enough 
light for their crops to grow, or kapa 


8 | APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2016 | 


LETTERS NEWS 


(cloth) to dry in the sun. By scaling the 
mountain and snaring the sun inside 
of his massive fishnet, Maui was able 
to strike a deal where he’d only release 
the sun if it moved much slower across 
the sky. 

When visiting Haleakala volcano 
today, the first thing visitors will no- 
tice is the drive that winds its way up 
towards the top. Considering the road 
gains 10,000 feet in only 38 miles, 
it’s believed to be the world’s steepest 
route from sea level to 10,000 feet. The 
air is cooler up here at the summit—as 
much as 30°F from sea level—and tem- 
peratures dip below freezing in winter 
with ice and occasional snow. 

Given the frosty mountaintop chill, 
visitors planning to summit for sunrise 
should pack a jacket or three, especially 
since the sunrise, in all of its phases, 
can last for up to an hour. The morning 
begins with the serpentine climb up 
the mountain in inky black darkness, 
where the Milky Way stretches across 
the sky in all of its nebulous glory. Af- 


ter paying the National Park entrance 
fee of $15/vehicle, it’s still another 20 
minutes to the sunrise perch at the 
top, and a faint red glow is just be- 
ginning to tickle the eastern horizon. 
By the time you've parked and made 

it to the overlook, ribbons of orange 
wage war with a darkness that’s slowly 
relenting to light, and only the largest 
planets and stars still twinkle high 
overhead. Off in the distance, south 
and east, the lofty summits of the Big 
Island of Hawaii rise silently up toward 
the sky, and seem to float on a sea of 
clouds that often begin to creep in the 
crater just moments after first light. 

Finally, with anticipation running 
high and fingertips already numb, sun- 
light bursts from the eastern horizon 
and bathes the crater in light—illumi- 
nating the colorful cinder cones that 
rise from the crater floor. 

As poetically beautiful and unfor- 
gettable as the moment can be, howev- 
er, watching the sunrise at Haleakala 
is far from the only outdoor adventure 
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you ll find on the dormant volcano. A 
network of hiking trails winds its way 
across the crater floor, where ‘ahinahi- 
na, or silversword plants, rise up from 
the reddish brown cinder, and flocks of 
nene geese—Hawaii's state bird—honk 
as they stroll through the grass. For 
avid hikers who are well prepared and 
equipped to stay overnight, two back- 
country wilderness campgrounds offer 
the chance to spend the day hiking 
across the crater floor, and fall asleep 
beneath the mists, the silence, the 
moon, and the stars. 

While riding a bike down Haleakala 
volcano was once a popular activity, 
recent changes in regulation have 
forced the commercial bike tour op- 
erators to no longer ride through the 
park. Should you choose to bike down 
Haleakala volcano, you'll still see the 
sunrise atop the summit, and then 
drive back down to the National Park 
entrance to bike from 6,800 feet. If you 
want the thrill of conquering a 10,000 
ft. descent on two wheels, it’s possible 


aleakala—House Of The Rising Sun 


to hire a bike for the day and arrange 
your own ride to the top, and then feel 
the freedom of coasting a road that 
disappears down toward the clouds. 

Lastly, if the idea of waking at 3am 
for sunrise isn’t your thing, watching 
the sunset from Haleakala is an equally 
magical event, and free of the choking 
sunrise crowds that can number into 
the hundreds. Unlike sunrise at Hale- 
akala—which is better viewed from the 
crater overlook at 9,800 feet—sunset 
is best from the lava rock ridge right 
next to the summit parking lot, where 
the view looks west toward the island 
of Lana‘i and Pacific Ocean below. 


Hawaii.com offers more insider 


travel tips as well as vacation 
packages at www.hawaii.com. 
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BURGER KINGMAKER 


Wes Rowe of WesBurger N More takes us on a two-day odyssey of his favorite burgers around San Francisco. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“A burger doesn’t have to be 
good for it to be good,” says Wes Rowe, 
the eponymous proprietor of WesBurger 
"N’ More and one of San Francisco’s pre- 
mier burger barons. We're driving to ABV 
on 16th Street, which is more than walk- 
able from the kitchen in Rowe’s two- 
week-old restaurant on Mission between 
18th and 19th streets, but we've got a lot 
of ground beef ahead of us. 

In the time it takes to park, he ex- 
plains the contradiction behind his fun- 
damental approach to the art of patties 
and buns. 

“Sometimes, I eat a burger, and 
I don't care if it’s a good burger, just 
because I like the space,” Rowe says. “It 
could be like, a frozen patty on Won- 
der Bread with just the right amount 
of cheese and mustard, some onions. 
Those are my criteria.” 

WesBurger ’N’ More, his new burg- 
er joint, grew out of a long-running 
Wednesday night pop-up at Café Mojo 
on Divisadero that Rowe, then a pro- 
fessional photographer, began after 
winning the 2013 San Francisco Burger 
Brawl. Even at this early juncture, the 
transition to a full-time brick-and-mor- 
tar has gone smoothly. 

The place exudes a sort of good- 
time-Charlie vibe, from the neon burg- 
er sign to the checks that read “Burgers 
Are Fun.” (That’s the house mantra, 
which Rowe wrote verbatim into his 
business plan.) 

Beyond fun and being good-enough, 
his other criterion for burger excellence 
involves the mystical fifth taste. 

“That reaction of meat browning 
and becoming umami is one of my fa- 
vorite parts about burgers,” he says. 

And he loves ketchup, believing in 
the need for some sort of high-fruc- 
tose component to offset the salt ina 
burger. 

“That’s almost all that’s in there,” he 
says. “It’s some tomato and some sugar, 
but it’s super-umami because of how 
rich tomatoes can be in ketchup form.” 

Rowe is a native Texan whose dad 
grilled a lot of burgers with 99 percent 
lean beef — “It’s like eating a meat 
loaf,” Rowe says — but for whom nos- 
talgia plays an important role. Even 
those dry dad-burgers had a smoky 
quality that sounds almost Proustian 
in Rowe’s telling. And classic Tex- 

Mex ingredients show up all over his 
menu. Take the canned jalapenos, for 
instance. 

“You can’t make a better pickled 
jalapefio than the one in the can,” he 
says. 

Apart from dry meat, what doesn’t 
he like? For one, burgers that are too 
big. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


“T don't like burgers that you have 
to fork-and-knife,” he says. “Half- 
pound burgers are like the limit for 
me, especially if I want to eat the fries. 
I think six-ounce burgers are really 
fucking perfect. Quarter-pounders can 
be lunch, but it becomes difficult to get 
the crust you want on it as well asa 
little bit of pink in the middle.” 

In his mind, there’s a clear hierarchy 
of fast-food burgers. Jack in the Box 
is best, because “they get really weird,” 
Rowe says, while “the other ones play 
it super-safe.” McDonald’s is good for 
hangovers or “for breakfast, then going 
back to bed and crying.” 

He doesn’t miss Whataburger, the 
Texas-based burger chain — “I feel like 
I was supposed to like Whatabur¢ger, so 
I did. I would always get a steak finger 
basket, or breakfast” — and in fact 
much prefers the non-burger-centric 
Taco Cabana. When I ask about a cer- 
tain Southern California-based chain 
with Scripture verses written on the 
bottom of the cups, he pauses. 

“In-N-Out’s great,” he says. “I love 
it.” Then: “It’s not great.” 

Because of the fries, right? 
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“They're horrible! They’re the worst. 
And they still keep doing it,” he says. 
“It’s on principle, though, that they do 
their fries like that. They want to cut 
them in-house, and they don’t have 
freezers. That’s like their thing. Frying 
fries from frozen is really important.” 

Suddenly, he’s praising McDonald’s 
method of blanching fries in relatively 
cool 200- to 300-degree oil, freezing 
them, and frying them at a much hot- 
ter temperature later. 

“What that does is the inside is 
all really perfect and the outside gets 
crispy, he says. 

Even though he'd dismissed the 
arches as hangover food, Rowe’s sig- 
nature burger, the one that started it 
all, the “Hot Wes” — a six-ounce patty 
topped with queso, onion rings, and 
pickled jalapefios — essentially derives 
from Mickey D’s. 

“I went and ate it and went, “This is 
really great, I can make it better,” he 
says. “And I did, and won two burger 
competitions with that burger and 
people just love it.” 

But to start our grand tour, we go 
classy. ABV’s $10 pimento cheese burg- 
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er is a little more high-end than the 
Hot Wes, and definitely on a pedestal 
compared to a Big Mac. It’s got pickled 
onion and cucumber and a sweet pota- 
to bun. Rowe pronounces it very bal- 
anced, approving of the subtle way the 
cheese mingles with the beef fat — es- 
pecially when paired with an off-menu 
sloe gin drink the bartender made for 
him. It is also the right size. 


“IN-N-OUT'S 
GREAT, HE SAYS. 
“TL LOVE IT.” THEN: 
“ITS NOT GREAT.” 


“You could eat that whole one or 
just chill and drink and not be like, 
‘Ugh, I just ate a big burger,” he says. 
“It’s perfect for sharing.” 





EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


Our second stop is The Tradesman, 
on Alabama Street near 20th, where 
the staff is waiting for us. It’s only 
4:30 p.m. and they open at five, so it’s 
empty as we order two glasses of Com- 
manderie de la Bargemone, a French 
rosé, while Rowe commiserates with 
the staff over the anxiety of running 
out of popular items. (In his case, it’s 
tater tots, which only get delivered 
three days a week.) Stevie Wonder’s 
“Part-Time Lover” is playing when our 
burger arrives, a beauty made with 
beef that’s dry-aged for 60 days. To me, 
it’s the opposite of ABV’s restrained 
pimento cheese number, with an enor- 
mous Nike swoosh of lettuce sticking 
out and a pickle spear on top the size 
of a kayak (and it’s certainly rich). But 
Rowe notices a through-line between 
the two as he bites into his half. 

“The trick with this one is that they 
put peanut butter on it,” he says. “It 
reads similar to the pimento cheese. 
You could almost eat this not knowing 
it’s there.” 

We nod in sync as we chew. This 
one’s definitely good. As we drive off, 
feeling quite full by this point, Rowe 





Wes Rowe 
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returns to the subject of high-end 
burgers and peanut butter. 

“T like a greasy, shitty burger, you 
know?” he says. “I like them when 
they’re done really well — but in es- 
sence, I want it to be a greasy, shitty 
burger. I don’t want you to challenge 
me with it as much as soothe my soul. 
For example, peanut butter: That can 
come off as a challenge, but it’s also 
just peanut butter. It’s familiar, and 
familiar flavors in burgers are a really 
good thing.” 

We've got one more fancy burger to 
go, however: The Hux Deluxe at Hux- 
ley, in the Tenderloin. It’s a four-ounce, 
$15 creation that comes with MSG ai- 
oli, pickles, frisee, fried onion, a bacon 
wheel, and “’Merican cheese.” 

With all those ingredients stacked, 
it’s tall — and there’s a knife sticking 
out of it to lend stability (and a whiff 
of danger). I joke about needing to 
unhinge my jaw. Both Rowe and chef 
Manfred Wrembel say, “Squeeze it 
down!” at the same time, with the 
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same degree of impatience. So I do, 
and it’s layer upon layer of umami, 
knitted together with delicious mono- 
sodium glutamate. Rowe initially mis- 
takes the bacon wheel for more onion 
until quickly realizing its true nature 
as the fountainhead of that salty good- 
ness. The Kinks’ “All Day and All of the 
Night” is playing as our chatter melts 
into a companionable silence — until 
we order chicharrones, to get the most 
out of the aioli. 

“T can taste the MSG on my fingers 
now!” Rowe sings as we leave. We’re 
three for three. 


Then it was on to the greasy- 
spoon half of the burger tour. Had we the 
time, there are near-infinite places where 
this adventure could take us, not all of it 
expressly burger-related. Rowe loves the 
mashed potatoes and gravy at Frisco 
Fried on Third Street in the Bayview 
(‘T'm pretty sure they make it out of tur- 
key necks, but he wouldn't tell me. I 
asked his daughter and she said, ‘He 


wouldn't even tell me!’””) and Ilove the 
extraordinary weirdness of the Silver 
Crest Diner, on Bayshore. 

“T’ve never had their burger,” Rowe 
says. “I’ve only been at the bar in the 
back, for ouzo.” 

We don’t see eye-to-eye on every- 
thing. Rowe likes Popson’s more than 
I do, and I like Super Duper more 
than he does. But by the time we get 
to Sam’s on Broadway — a North 
Beach hole-in-the-wall if there ever 
was one — we're in total agreement: 
This place is a revelation. The walls 
are paneled in wood, everything’s 
served on paper plates, you can get 
fried shrimp for $8.50, and you pay 
when you're finished in spite of it 
being counter service. On T-shirts, 
there’s a favorable blurb from Antho- 


“| CAN TASTE THE 


Mob 


ON MY FINGERS 
Now!” 


ny Bourdain saying, “That’s a good 
motherfuckin’ burger! Top 3 in the 
world!” (which sounds to me like 

the words of an intoxicated person 
who’s been put on the spot). And 
the burger: It’s got a ton of ketchup 
and mayo on it, and Rowe and I have 
enough of a buzz going that if we 





The Tradesman 






eep’s Burgers 


hadn’t already chowed down three 
that day already, we could probably 
order one more. In other words: This 
is the perfect drunk food. 

Rowe is a little jealous. Not so 
much of the burgers as of the open, 
diner-style kitchen, with the grill in 
the very front — and the fact that 
Sam’s is licensed to sell cigarettes, 
and WesBur¢ger isn’t. 

A few days later, we meet up and 
drive to the 54-year-old Beep’s Burg- 
ers in Ingleside, which elicits anoth- 
er favorable McDonald’s comparison 
right off the bat. 

“T don’t know the difference,” 
Rowe says. ‘McDonald’s is really 
fucking processed, and I don’t know 
to what degree less this place is, but 
the proof is in the pudding.” 

Beep’s is just across Ocean Ave- 
nue from City College, where Rowe 
studied for a few years. He’s delight- 
ed to find Dublin Dr. Pepper — the 
bottled kind, also from Texas — and 
speculates on Beep’s profit margin, 
selling it at $2.25 a pop. We order 
two. It tastes more like berries than 
ordinary Dr. Pepper, and Rowe miss- 
es the carbonation. 

“T didn’t get that first sip of wa- 
tery eyes and a runny nose,’ he says. 

It’s windy, and we almost want to 
eat in the car instead of at the lone 
picnic table in the parking lot — as 
Beep’s has no indoor seating — but 
other than that, we both give it high 
marks. 

“The bun has a really nice, 
squishy feeling,” Rowe says. “Way 
better than a place that’s doing fro- 
zen Restaurant Depot or Sysco buns. 
And Beep’s sauce is just like mustard 
and mayo, I think. I could eat these 
forever and be happy.” 

Burger rampages notwithstand- 
ing, how many burgers does Rowe 
eat in a week? Not that many, it 
turns out. 

“IT have one, and it’s the special 
I test every week,” he says. “I take 
bites here and there.” 

OK, but what about eating other 
people’s burgers? 

“Maybe one more than that,” he 
says. I have to be careful, I can’t 
burn out on burgers. I don’t know 
too many people who eat more than 
two burgers a week on average who 
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are creative and healthy people.” 

The risk of this burnout foremost 
in our minds, we make our sixth 
and final stop: Hamburger Haven in 
the Richmond. Although he’s afraid 
it’s “against the rules,” in the end, 
we share a patty melt on rye with 
onion rings and two cups of coffee. 
Hamburger Haven is even older than 
Beep’s, and in spite of closing fairly 
early (8:30 p.m.) it has an Edward 
Hopper vibe, with yellow window- 
panes filling the rear with strange 
light. 

“T’ve been going here probably the 
longest of any place in San Francis- 
co, Rowe says. “I used to live in the 
Presidio, and it’s one of the closest 
places I could go to. The couple who 
owns and runs it probably own the 
building, and if they ever sell it, 
maybe Ill have WesBurger location 
no, 2. 

I have definitely not had a patty 
melt in at least 20 years, and in 
spite of being burgered-out, I love it. 
There’s an appealing quality to the 
way the creamy Swiss cheese sauce 
on the patty melt sticks in our teeth. 

“At Beep’s, the burger is better 
than this, but this atmosphere 
makes it way better,” he says, over 
the sound of an antique cash regis- 
ter. “The yellow light in that room, 
it’s nice.” 

He admires the custom-built 
deep-fryer, the open layout, the San 
Francisco memorabilia m ixed with 
Asian vases. The woman behind 
the counter dumps the afternoon’s 
decaf into a bucket. It occurs to me 
that Wes Rowe is not exaggerating. 
This is his dream: a real, mid-cen- 
tury burger joint that allows him 
to thread the needle between haute 
burgers and comfort food, with an 
abundance of cred and room enough 
in the freezer for a trillion tater tots. 
And WesBurger ’N’ More has only just 
begun to age in that direction. 

“Somebody’s already etched our 
mirrors in the bathroom,” he says. 
“One of them is really small, in the 
corner, and the other one says, ‘I love 
your food.’ I was like, ‘’m mad, I’m not 
mad!’ It’s the best Yelp review I ever 
got.” 


pkane@sfweekly.com 
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In Pursuit of 
America’s 
Most Coveted 
Beer: Pliny 
the Younger 


By Mike Vangel 
I first heard of Pliny the 


Younger from a fellow beer fanatic, 
who spoke in a hushed, reverential 
tone as he told me about the exorbitant 
lengths people go to for a glass. This 
year, I decided I needed to try it. But 
with the Super Bowl 50 fiasco forcing 
Beer Week to reschedule two weeks be- 
fore Pliny’s release, the only surefire 
way to get some was a trek to Santa 
Rosa. 

My first attempt was on the 
opening Saturday of this year’s re- 
lease. I'd read of the eight-hour lines, 
the camping in the rain, and the 
hotel specials to accommodate beer 
pilgrims from far-flung places. Fool- 
ishly, I thought it would probably be 
fine. 

After hyping 
up the mystical 
brew, and gently 
cautioning three 
friends that there 
might be a wait, I 
persuaded them to 
make the journey. 
Halfway there, 
one decided to 
call Russian River 
Brewing, “just in case.” She asked if 
there might be a line. 

“Yeah,” the brewery rep said. 
“Best-case scenario, it’s about a four- 


Octopocalypse 
Now! 


By Tamara Palmer 


Why do all chefs in San Francisco 
have an insufferable hard-on for octopus? 
This is a ladylike question that confronts 
me weekly as a professional food writer 
who frequently visits both new and es- 
tablished restaurants in the city. I see it so 
often on menus that it’s reached put-an- 
egg-on-it levels of cliché (at least to me). 
If you love octopus, S.F. is your 
motherfucking playground right now. 
And some of the best preparations of it 
are very simple: You can have it stewed 
in white wine and tomatoes (polpo in 
umido) at Cotogna; grilled with lemon, 
oregano, and olive oil at Kokkari Estia- 
torio; roasted with curried raisins and 
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Pliny the 
Younger 


<= 


hour wait.” 

“That’s not bad!” I said, trying to 
remain upbeat. I was immediately 
outvoted, three to one. 

The following two weeks flew by. 
Just like that, the 2016 release came 
to its official close; Pliny was gone. “I 
guess there’s next year,’ I thought, 
abandoning all dreams of fermented 
nirvana. 

But Fortune smiled upon me. Late 
that Friday night, a text came rock- 
eting through the Heavens and lit up 
my phone with seven exclamation 
points: “I’m here at Russian River 

and they still have 


I squealed in 
delight — until I 
learned the brewery 
wouldn't sell my 
friend a growler of 
Pliny, even though 
there was evidently 
leftover beer. 

There was but 
one course of action left. It took a 
good deal of begging the next day, 
but I eventually talked my favorite 
drinking companion into a second 


coriander at Liholiho Yacht Club; or 
battered and fried into balls (takoyaki) 
at Ramen Yamadaya. 

Some of the best chefs in town have 
personally prepared it for me, and I can 
easily determine one kitchen’s prowess 
above the others (when trying it out of 
politeness). 

More often than not, I’m eating 
there at the management or publicity 
company’s invitation, and will typically 
ask a server or manager what the high- 
lights of a menu are. It’s astonishing 
how often I’m directed to an octopus 
dish — and how often someone may 
still insist that I order it even after I 
mention how little I care for it. 

It’s not just the ubiquity; it’s the 
fact that octopuses are freakishly in- 
telligent. Yes, we eat all kinds of smart 
animals. Yes, I’m a hypocrite. But I still 
pause before eating a creature that 
can navigate labyrinths, is strong AF, 
and uses an arguably advanced form 





trip. We arrived in Santa Rosa 
shortly after dark, taking our place 
in the line snaking out from the 
front. Our companions were mostly 
middle-aged men with bulging guts 
and receding hairlines, and all of 

us shifted nervously from foot to 
foot as we waited. Whispers of Pliny 
floated through the crowd. Someone 
had heard it was supposed to tap out 
that night. The only thing to distract 
us from the wait was the cold — I 
cursed my stupidity for wearing san- 
dals as we braved the sub-60 temps 
of winter in Santa Rosa. The line 
crawled toward the door. 

After an agonizing 40 minutes, 
the bouncer issued entry wristbands 
and a warning that there were still 
no guarantees. We plunged into the 
pub full of expectation. I elbowed my 
way to the bar, and ordered up a pair 
of Plinys. 

And then, there it was: America’s 
most coveted beer, though you'd nev- 
er know it from those plain half-pint 
glasses. We raised them in salute and 
took our first sips. My companion’s 
reaction said all that need be said. 

“Oh, wow.” 


of logic. 


Octopus species haven't yet reached 


the critically endangered list — which 
mostly includes creatures you've never 
heard of, like the African Wild Ass — 
but they’re not the most sustainable 
choice in the world, either. The Mon- 
terey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch 
list suggests that Giant Pacific octopus 
from Alaska is a “Best Choice,” but 
cautions consumers to “shop smart, 
though, because only a small amount 
is available! Then look for a ‘Good Al- 


ternative, but know that these sources 
have environmental issues. Take a pass 


on imported octopus unless it’s from 
a ‘Good Alternative’ source.” So ’'m 
bowing out. 

With the bounty of food options 
available to local restaurants, it’s time 
to start looking for some alternative 
tentacles — if only to get these chefs 


out of their creative rut and onto some- 


thing new for their menus. 
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My Dinner With 
Mike Krukow 
(Sort Of) 


By Max DeNike 


Being a fairly lazily played game, 
baseball and food perfectly match up. 
You're not going to miss much game 
action as you slather your jumbo hot 
dog with all the fixings, then proceed 
to inhale it in a few bites. An empty 
bag of peanuts or sunflower seeds is 
as common a sight in a ball- 
park as the players them- 
selves. 

But what about when 
food and baseball collide 
away from the playing 
field? Particularly when 
this meeting involves one 
of the great voices of the 
sport — a voice that’s 
come to define many 
folks’ love of the game. 
Case in point: When you 
realize Giants broadcast 
color man Mike Krukow 
is sitting with his family 
at the table next to you at 
one of San Francisco’s top 
restaurants. 

This happened to me a few years 
ago at La Mar on The Embarcadero. 
Krukow doesn’t know it, but I was 
eavesdropping — sorry, Mike — in 
hopes of hearing that unmistakable 
voice of his out in the wild. Being a 
lifelong Giants fan, I was raised on 
the baseball dictionary of Krukow. 
He’s a legend, and his baseball ver- 
nacular is unmatched. Each time a 
semi-raw fish plate or other Peruvi- 
an delicacy was brought to his table, 
I wanted to know what the man 


Wood-oven 
octopus. 


behind “grab some pine, meat” had 
to say about the food. 

In a way, he was calling the meal 
— at least in my imagination. 

On the food: “The cooks are put- 
ting on a clinic back there.” 

On a passing patron who noticed 
him: “Did he just give us the stank- 
eye?” 

On a server bringing out lots of 
plates at once: “He put both cheeks 
into that one.” 

On the famous La Mar ceviche: 
“Ownage is ownage.” 

On the overall meal: “This was a 
gut-check victory.” 

On the nuanced flavors of dishes: 


Mike Krukow 





“That's shaving some paint right 
there.” 

And so it went that evening. Kru- 
kow could make a killing with a side 
job broadcasting dinners. There’s 
a reason fans have created Tumblr 
pages and Twitter accounts devoted 
to his words, and scribes have for 
years written about his unique take 
on the game. (Heck, he’s even ended 
up in a Northwestern University lin- 
guistics professor's curriculum.) 

That, my friends, is what you'd 
call a real ha-ha-ha-ha laugher! 





Kevin Kelleher 
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Over-Crafted 
Cocktails 


By A. K. Carroll 


A classic craft cocktail 
need not be complicated. 

Take the Martini, the Old Fash- 
ioned, the White Russian, the Ne- 
groni. Even the Moscow Mule in its 
pretentious little copper cup is but a 
three-ingredient drink stirred with 
ice and maybe a wedge of lime. These 
drinks are popular, time-tested and 
drunkard approved. So how is it that 
craft cocktails have gotten so showy, 
so utterly ostentations that you 
wouldn't dream of re-creating them 
at home? 

Don’t get me wrong: I’m a sucker 
for pomp and circumstance and 
a general aficionado of fanfare — 
bring on the formal wear and secret 
societies — but sometimes the 
production that goes into a drink is 
enough to make my head spin. And 
that’s before I’ve started drinking. 

While Oakland’s Calavera re- 
mains one of my favorite East Bay 
venues to munch on hand-made tor- 
tilla chips and order entrees I have 
no prayer of pronouncing, they also 
serve three of the most ridiculous 
and overly thought-out (albeit deli- 
cious) cocktails I’ve ever seen. 


Foam-topped Margaritas 

Many a Mexican joint can be judged by 
its margarita. In Calavera’s first year of 
operation, just shy of a dozen itera- 
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tions have appeared on its menu. My 
first was made with Milagro blanco, 
orange liqueur, and lime juice, while 
my most recent was comprised of an 
Espadin mezcal and orange cura¢ao. 
The kicker on each was the whipped 
foam that topped the glass. While the 
cloud on the first margarita was 
deemed “salted air,’ the foam on the 
second was said to hold the essence of 
salt, chili pepper — and worm larvae. 


Dreams of Coyoacan 

All eating stops when a decanter of 
smoke comes to your table (in addition 
to a vessel of booze and glass of green 
ice). To make this ode to the Mexico 
City, where Frida Kahlo and Diego Ri- 
vera lived, a tincture of tequila, mezcal, 
apple juice, and green Chartreuse is 
dumped into swirling curls of apple- 
wood smoke, and then poured over a 
globe of celery-rosemary ice. The over- 
all concoction is as herbaceous and de- 
licious as it is ridiculous. And it is, of 
course, garnished with flowers. Frida 
would approve. 


Charlie & the Chapulin Factory 
Calavera brought out some fine fea- 
tured cocktails for Dia De Los Muer- 
tos, including this mezcal concoction 
mixed with peanuts, pineapple, egg 
whites, lime, and chipotle morita (an 
ingredient made by slowly smoking 
red, ripe jalapefios over a wood fire). 
The real extravagance wasn't in the 
drink, but in the rim, which is coated 
with a grasshopper salt — as in, 
crushed roasted grasshoppers — and 
dusted with gold. You're left wander- 
ing if the effect is supposed to be deca- 
dent or disgusting. Pass the Corona 
and lime, please. 





Searching for 
the Rudest 
Waiter of 
AllTime 


By Ali Wunderman 
Besides its appalling health 


conditions, the original Sam Wo was 
known for delicious late-night Chinese 
food and a mouthy server named Edsel 
Ford Fong, once named the “rudest, 
worst, most insulting waiter” of all time. 
Fong’s legend has persisted long after his 
death in 1984, leaving big shoes to fill at 
the revived Sam Ho, which opened in 
2015, three years after the original 
closed. Before heading there one night 
secretly hoping to have our souls de- 
filed, my friend Telmo and I stopped in 
for afew rounds at the nearby Mr. Bing’s 
bar on the strip-club-filled border of 
Chinatown and North Beach. 

Mr. Bing’s is a tight, U-shaped dive 
that smells like vomit and hard liquor. 
Anthony Bourdain once stopped by 
— but that celebrity legacy seemed to 
have taken a vacation, which was fine 
by me. 

A very intoxicated man — one of 
those types who could have been a 


The Indelible Art 
of Edible Cinema 


By Jeffrey Edalatpour 


Shortly after I moved to San 
Francisco in 1990, Peter Greenaway’s 
The Cook, the Thief, His Wife & Her Lover 
(1989) played at the Castro Theatre. 
There, in the Bay Area’s own Cinema 
Paradiso, I discovered entirely new ways 
of looking at the world through the lens 
of directors like Robert Altman, Pedro 
Almodovar, and Ingmar Bergman. But 
the universe of Greenaway’s making 
was something else. 

Initially trained as a painter, Gre- 
enaway aestheticized every square 
inch of his frames, from the costumes 
to the lighting to the set design. The 
focus on food in The Cook was revela- 
tory, luxuriant, European. My father 
once remarked that people don’t eat 
in American movies. It wasn’t until I 
saw The Cook that I understood what 
he meant: Equating the pleasures of 
the palate with the pleasures of sex 
the way it does, the film could never 
have been the work of an American 
mind. 

Years before she buttoned up her 
kit to play the Queen, Helen Mirren 
was Georgina, the titular wife. Seated 


vagrant or a millionaire, but nothing 
in between — wandered to the ATM 
for jukebox and booze money. The 
machine whirred, signaling the flow of 
cash, and he declared, “My babies! My 
babies are being born!” He took the 
money and ran, never to be seen again. 
Moments later, an Eastern European 
immigrant joined us, hitting on every 
female in the bar, of which there were 
only four. He was excited because he'd 
just passed his citizenship test, so he 
bought everyone a Mind Eraser. (It 
would have been truly un-American to 
refuse our country’s newest resident.) 
Minds thus erased, it was time 
for Chinese food. We arrived without 
much delay, ready to eat and to suffer 
personal attacks. Borderline blackout 
drunk, I can safely say I remember the 
restaurant looked entirely up-to-code, 





at a baroque dining table in the Hol- 
landais Restaurant with her husband’s 
bilious entourage, she takes a bite 
from a limp stalk of asparagus she’s 
got in her fingers. It’s at once a lasciv- 
ious gesture and a plaintive attempt 
to reclaim the eroticism that’s missing 
from her troubled marriage. 

But the important point was that 
the director takes the time to watch 
what Georgina eats — and how. She 
understands the theatricality of et- 
iquette, and how the private self is 
allowed, momentarily, to slip out ina 
public place. Before seeing The Cook, I 
hadn't fully appreciated the necessary 
complicity that 
takes place between 
host and customer 
to construct the ar- 
tifice of dining out. 

Not long after 
this introduction to 
Greenaway, I fell in 
love with someone 
in San Francisco for 
the first time. He 
picked me up on 
his motorcycle on 
our first date and 
we toured the city 
streets. He stopped 
in front of Danielle 
Steel’s mansion 
as if to suggest, 
“this too could be 
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and found the chow mein and spring 
rolls fresh and perfectly portioned. 
The staff, however, was disappointing- 
ly friendly. They’re aware of Sam Wo’s 
legacy as a place to get a good berat- 
ing, but it seems that duty fell firmly 
on Fong’s shoulders. I appreciated 
every attempt to send an insult my 
way per my request, but they couldn't 
stifle their laughter long enough to 
make me cry. 

I did witness the waitress pick up 
the phone — presumably the phone 
where people call in orders — and 
shout “Who is this?!” into the receiver, 
leaving no chance for the caller to 
speak. Even though Sam Wo’s insult- 
ing days may be over, a little spark 
lives on in there somewhere. Maybe it 
only comes out when they think you're 
so drunk you won't remember it. 


Sam Wo 
Restaurant 


Matt Rosen 


ours someday” — before driving to 
Zuni Café. He wanted to share a roast 
chicken, the famous dish cooked in 

a brick oven. We sat next to the fire 
and I did share it with him; a perfect 
bird served over panzanella, a warm 
bread salad. 

The seductive powers of place, the 
ingredients in a dish that spark desire 
— that’s what Greenaway got right 
in The Cook, the Thief, His Wife & Her 
Lover. And the fact that most memo- 
rable meals, like lost loves, are made 
poignant because they are often only 
temporary. He got that right, too. 
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Sat 4/30 | Theater 


QUEEN ANNE’S VERSION 


Henry VIII's second wife tells her side of 
her story in Anne Boleyn, a rollicking 
revisionist historical drama that sounds a 
lot more fun than a play about awoman 
beheaded for displeasing the powerful 
men in her life probably should be. Nei- 
ther traitorous seductress nor heroic vic- 
tim, playwright Howard Brenton’s Anne is 
a woman of conviction, ambition, and 
premarital chastity who, as queen, is a 
considerable force in the advancement of 
Protestantism and in the affairs of the 
court. Eventually, Henry’s desire for a son, 


Anne Boleyn— 
Saturday | 
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and for Jane Seymour, along with the 
machinations of two top royal advisers, 
land Anne on the chopping block. In 
flash-forward passages, King James has 
discovered two banned religious texts 
that belonged to Anne and embarks ona 
ghost hunt to learn more. Originally pre- 
sented in London in 2010, the play has 
been described as an inventive, ebullient 
show complete with royal scheming, 
bawdy affairs, and Tudor contraceptive 
methods. The Marin Theatre Company, 
currently staging the play, will present it 
at San Francisco’s fittingly gothic Grace 
Cathedral 
this Saturday. 

The Marin Theatre Company pres- 


Kevin Berne 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 





ents Anne Boleyn at noon on Saturday, 
April 30, at Grace Cathedral, 1100 
California St., S.F. $40; 415-388- 

5200 or marintheatre.org. Anita Katz 


Sun 5/1| Festivals 


WEIRD IN THE STREETS 


Combining 1960s peace and love vibes 
with contemporary electro-beats, the 
How Weird Street Faire has, since 
2000, been celebrating diversity, 
self-expression, and the ability of mu- 
sic, dance, and constructive technology 
to unite people in a spirit of cooperation 
and harmony. The name puns on the 
San Francisco thoroughfare where the 
annual event occurs — Howard 
Street, spoken Burner style. How Weird 
is also one of North America’s oldest 
dance-music festivals, and this year’s 
fair will feature 10 music stages pre- 
sented by Symbiosis, Opel and Opulent 
Temple, Party Babas, Pulse SF, Hunti- 
nanny, and others. Revelers also can 
look for food and drink vendors, danc- 
ing aerial artists from SkyHigh Oddito- 
rium, and an art alley with exhibits, 
interactive work, and craft sellers. The 
fair is presented by the World Peace 
Through Technology Organization, 
whose mission is to inspire peace by 
demonstrating the many uses of benev- 
olent technology. Colorful costumes are 
encouraged. 

The How Weird Street Faire runs 
from noon to 8 p.m., Sunday, May 1, 


at Second and Howard streets, S.F. 
Free —$20, howweird.org. 
Anita Katz 


Tue 5/3 | Books 


LOST INMUSLIM 
AMERICA 


Ali Eteraz writes insightfully about immi- 
grants let down by the melting pot. The Paki- 
stan-born author earned raves for his 
memoir, Children of Dust, and now his debut 
novel, Native 
Believer, is gen- 
erating excitement 
as a darkly comic, 
searingly percep- 
tive look at the 
Muslim experience 
in contemporary 
America. At once 
outrageous and 
sensitive, the story 
follows the journey 
of M, asec- 
ond-generation 
immigrant whose 
complacency shat- 
ters when he loses 
his job after his 
boss notices a Qu- 
ran on an upper bookshelf in his Philadel- 
phia home. At the suggestion of his 
chronically ill wife, he becomes a marketing 
consultant. Soon, he is wrestling with issues 
of identity and second-class citizenship and 
navigating a tempest of 
punks, pornographers, 
dreamers, heathens, and 
others burned by the war 
on terror. Eteraz, whois a 
resident at the San Fran- 
cisco Writers’ Grotto, will 
be reading from the novel, 
and appearing in conversa- 
tion with journalist Va- 
nessa Hua, in San 
Francisco next week. 

Ali Eteraz reads 
from Native Believer at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, May 3, at 
City Lights Bookstore, 
261 Columbus Ave., 
S.E Free. 415-362- 
8193 or citylights.com. 
Anita Katz 


st 


Ali Etera 
Tuesday 


Wed 5/4 | Books 


FEMINISM, 
INTERRUPTED 


To quote Gloria Steinem, 
“a feminist is anyone 
who recognizes the 
equality and full human- 
ity of women and men.” 
Having long been 
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grossly mischaracterized and rejected as 
ugly and destructive, feminism, along 
with that f-word itself, has finally started 
catching on. But as often happens with 
newly respectable equality movements, 
commercial interests have co-opted and 
diluted feminism, and, by associating it 
with personal happiness, have used fem- 
inism to market commodities. In her 
new book, We Were Feminists Once, cul- 
ture critic and Bitch Media cofounder 
Andi Zeisler examines this trend. Ad- 
dressing everything from Beyoncé’s pop- 
star feminism to corporate sponsorship 
of women’s conferences to 
a Spanx ad that promises 
career success while play- 
ing to body-image insecu- 
rities, the book reveals 
how “marketplace femi- 
nism” has created a false 
picture of “empowerment” 
while the real feminist 
movement still has work 
to do: Women are still 
earning less than men, 
abortion access is becom- 
ing increasing difficult in 
parts of the country, and 
Planned Parenthood con- 
tinues to come under at- 
tack. 

Andi Zeisler will 
discuss We Were Feminists Once at 6 
p.m. Wednesday, May 4, at Book Pas- 
sage, 1 Ferry Building, S.F. Free; 415- 
835-1020 or bookpassage.com. 

Anita Katz 


Andi Zeisler 
Wednesday 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


FRIENDS DON'T LET FRIENDS 
SIVIOKE FAKE COOKIES 


GoldCoast 


$20 per gram, always in stock. 


 MEON-Melualaamcuictom PAsina 


always In stock. 


always in stock —_ 


Oe = Ni) =a A 
7 ANE AV A st ol pS we AN V4 re ed VA 


@ 30.26% THC Oo 
(415) 769-5001 


Olal Vm er=lri(=laln-Muinam(=ler-]|\mu=lerelelaly4-lemaal-tel[er=]mer-]alat=]e)(-Mu-les8) 


@27.88% THC 


aalant=laletsinle)at-Mmaats\melelt=liamer-lalar=]e)(-mimelaam-Maai=(e|(er-)mer-]alar-le)(-mere)|(-1e1n\V(-¥Aerele) el-1e-1F\V= 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 





MUSIC APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2016 19 


SIP SWE EINIL IE IN IE Sia INS 


SAN FRANCISCO 


THURSDAY MAY 19, 2016 
O O 6-9PM AT THE FACTORY 





Ble INJe le IPN G (iii) 23" refill 


ovsazk VIS] | 


NOW: SFWEEKLY cous 





ARTS & CULTURE EAT& DRINK MUSIC 22 nn SFWEEKLY.COM 


RST LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our completel listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


Arc Gallery & Studios. Identity Opening Re- 
ception: “Identity,” features the works of 
Arc’s studio artists Kathy Fujii-Oka, Dianne 
Hoffman, Peter Howells, Soad Kader, Bonnie 
Levinson, Sasha Merritt, Priscilla Otani, 
William Salit, Debra Cook Shapiro, Tracy 
Starr, Denise Tarantino, Samanta Tello & 
Stephen C. Wagner, with Matthew Frederick. 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 1-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
12-3 p.m. Continues through April 30. Free. 
415-861-3504. arcstudiossf@gmail.com. www. 
arc-sf.com/. 1246 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Arte Verissima. “City Lights,” a Dennis Zie- 
mienski Exhibition at Arte Verissima: Chroni- 
cling the iconic signage of local institutions, 
Dennis Ziemienski explores the vernacular 
character and fading grandeur of the his- 
torical businesses that populate our urban 
spaces. His lovingly detailed paintings of illu- 
minated neon and glass highlight the fragility 
of our connection to the past. This show is a 
collection of images from Oakland, Berkeley, 
Crockett, San Francisco, Los Angeles and New 
York. Through May 29, 12-6 p.m. Free. www. 
arteverissima.com. 4432 Piedmont, Oakland, 
818-730-3677, arteverissima.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Josephine Taylor | 
Teenagers Are Beautiful: Large scale draw- 
ings and several smaller works on paper 
which depict a glimpse into the raw and 
beautiful landscape of contemporary adoles- 
cence. Through May 28, 12-10 p.m. Free. www. 
cclarkgallery.com/exhibitions. 248 Utah, San 
Francisco, 415-399-1439, cclarkgallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
Laura Owens: Ten Paintings: The centerpiece 
is an immersive installation of silkscreened, 
flocked, painted & hand-printed wallpaper 
that covers every wall of the main gallery. 
Reception Thursday, April 28, 6:30-8:30pm, 
on view April 28 through July 23, 2016 April 
28-July 23. Free. 360 Kansas, San Francisco, 
415-355-9670, wattis.org. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works 
by Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by 
vernacular 19th-century memorials and the 
influence of industrialized printmaking on 
images of memory and domesticity. Prints, 
paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery 
with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. 
www.care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 
510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

CK Contemporary. Elements: An Exploration 
of the Natural World: CK Contemporary is 
thrilled to present ELEMENTS, a group exhi- 
bition of paintings highlighting eight gallery 
artists’ exploration of the natural world. 
Featuring new works by Rosalyn Bodycomb, 
William Nichols, Jose Basso, Maurizio Lanzil- 
lotta, Josep Moncada, Johan Abeling, Jamie 
Perry and Jay Mercado, ELEMENTS invites the 
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viewer to observe the intricacies and subtle- 
ties of the natural world at a magnified scale. 
Realism and abstraction merge together to 
capture the elusiveness of natural phenom- 
ena, both familiar and new, and to explore 
our own relationship to the world around 
us. May 4-June 4. 357 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-397-0114, ckcontemporary.com. 


The Compound Gallery. Polychrome Stew: The 


Compound Gallery is pleased to announce the 
opening of Polychrome Stew, a polychromic 
exhibition of paintings by John McNamara 
and Bob Stang. We present to you, a stew, a 
salmagundi of brightly colored matter that 
consists of a dash of reality with a portion 
of fantasy, culminating in delightfully tasty 
neoteric paintings that are sure to enchant. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 12-7 p.m. Continues 
through May 1. thecompoundgallery.com/ 
bob-stang-and-john-mcnamara/. 1167 65th 
St., Oakland, thecompoundgallery.com. 


Creativity Explored. Quality of Line: Charles 


Cruz and Jay Herndon: This exhibit of work 
by Charles Cruz and Jay Herndon features 
diverse techniques of line-making with 
gestural, unconfined portions of hue and 
tone. Through June 1. Free. www.creativity- 
explored.org/. 3245 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 


David Brower Center. Vanishing Ice: Alpine 


Landscapes in Art 1775-2012: A multimedia 
exhibit that explores the beauty and fragility 
of frozen landscapes through the lens of 
science, adventure, and aesthetics, opens 
with a curator lecture and a screening of Art 
from a Changing Arctic at 6:30 p.m. Through 
May 11. Free. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 


The Dryansky Gallery. Hovering: Photographs 


at the Boundaries of Nature: The Dryansky 
Gallery is proud to present Hovering: Photo- 
graphs at the Boundaries of Nature, an exhi- 
bition of large-scale works by Gregg Wilensky, 
Theoretical Physicist and Senior Principal 
Scientist at Adobe. Wilensky’s contemplative 
photographic compositions explore the 
boundaries between faithful representation 
and the abstracted image. Hovering marks 
Wilensky’s first exhibition in San Francisco 
and will be on view from March 31 through 
May 12, 2016 with an opening reception on 
Thursday, March 31 from 7-9 PM. The artist 
will be in attendance. Wednesdays-Sundays, 
7-9 p.m.; Wednesdays-Sundays, 12:30-5 
p.m. Continues through May 12. Free. 415- 
932-9302. info@thedryansky.com. www. 
thedryansky.com. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 
415-932-9302, thedryansky.com. 


FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 


featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, 
Emily Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-500-2166, ffdg.net. 


Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show 


featuring Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, 
Smithe, and Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
252 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-252-9144, 
fifty24sf.com. 


Fort Mason. San Francisco Art Market: Art 


Market San Francisco presents a significant 
collection of contemporary and modern 
artworks from more than 60 local and global 
galleries; new this year is Pace Art + Technol- 
ogy’s new works by TeamLab. Through May 
1. $25-$50. Parking Lot Art Fair: The Parking 
Lot Art Fair, led by artist/curator/provocateur 
Jenny Sharaf, will feature works from local, 
independent artists, and artist-run galleries 
across the FMCAC parking lot. Each artist, or 
group of artists, will use cars, rental trucks, 
temporary pseudo-parklets, the space around 
the vehicles, and more, to transform the 
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NEW LIVING 


- April 29th, 30th & May Ist 
~ San Mateo Event Center 


Creating Wellness through Mind, Body & Spirit 


Hours General Admission 
Friday 2pm - Yom $15-1 Day 
Saturday 10am - 8pm $25 - 2 Days 
Sunday lam - 7pm $30 - 3 Days 





y 





Marianne Williamson |Dr. Eben Alexander | Scott Wolter|Gregg Braden 
John Gray Ph.D} Dr. Steven Greer| Deborah King} Gail Thackray 
Amy Goodman | Nassim Haramein| Katherine Woodward Thomas 


180+ Booths |Special Events 
Workshops |Lectures | Panel Discussions 
Yoga | Bookstore| Green Products 
Natural Foods|Health & Beauty Products 
Crystals & Jewelry | Meditation Lounge 
Intuitive Readers |Business Opportunities 





www.newlivingexpo.com | 415, 382.8300 
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concrete lot into a loosely curated art fair. 
Sat., April 30. Free. Fort Mason, San Francisco, 
415-345-7500, fortmason.org. 


Fouladi Projects. Our Way To The Forest by 


Yuichi Hirako: Hirako paints brilliant and 
fantastical scenes in wild forests where 
plant-like humans intermingle with elements 
natural and man-made. Through June 4. Free. 
415-621-2535. www.fouladiprojects.com. 
1803 Market, San Francisco, 415-621-2535, 
fouladiprojects.com. 


Gallery 16. Jason Middlebrook // The Small 


Spaces in Between: Gallery 16 is pleased 
to announce our first exhibition with New 
York based artist Jason Middlebrook, The 
Small Spaces in Between. This is the first 
West Coast solo show by the California 
native in over a decade. His work has been 
the subject of major exhibitions and public 
projects around the world, most recently at 
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art 
and Site Santa Fe. The exhibition will include 
20 of Middlebrook’s signature towering 
“Plank” paintings and wall works. These are 
geometric abstractions painted directly onto 
internally cut trunks from the local mill in 
Hudson New York. Saturdays, 11.a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through May 6. Free. 415-626-7495. hilde@ 
gallery16.com. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 


Gallery Wendi Norris. Val Britton “Transmis- 


sions”: For Bay Area artist Val Britton’s 
second solo exhibition with Gallery Wendi 
Norris, Transmissions, she will present a 
series of new, large-scale painted collages, a 
suspended column-shaped paper installation, 
and her first ever free-standing sculptures. 
The two-dimensional works are boldly hued 
and tightly composed, with large, flat swaths 
of color and intricately cut-out sections. 
The free standing sculptures are delicately 
constructed of hand-painted paper in shapes 
that recall space-age industrial towers of the 
20th century. Using both hand-cutting anda 
laser machine, she employs a technique that 
uses careful painting and layering to give un- 
usual depth to two-dimensional components. 
April 28-July 5. Free. Miguel Angel Rios “A 
Trilogy’: For A Trilogy, Miguel Angel Rios’ first 
exhibition with Gallery Wendi Norris, he will 
exhibit three of his most recent video works: 
Piedras Blancas, Mulas, and Landlocked. Rios 
first became recognized in the late 1980's 
and early ‘90's for his paintings and collage 
works, and has since gone on to create video 
work that has influenced seminal contempo- 
rary artists working today. The exhibition 
highlights his unique artistic practice that 
addresses issues of power, apathy and vio- 
lence, while incorporating an innovative use 
of social and political narratives and original 
production techniques. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through July 5. 
Free. gallerywendinorris.com/exhibitions/. 
161 Jessie, San Francisco, 415-346-7812, 
gallerywendinorris.com. 


George Lawson Gallery. Justine Frischmann: 


George Lawson Gallery presents new paint- 
ings from Justine Frischmann’s “Lambent” 
series. Juxtaposing oil and acrylic spray 
enamel over photographs on aluminum 
panels, Frischmann extends the formal 
reaches of gestural painting. Her work 
appears to source light rather than reflect 
it, and these paintings trigger complex 
interactions that traverse worlds not often 
associated together: urban architecture, 
coastal fog, celebrity glare and meditative 
quietude. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11:30 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Continues through May 28. Free. 
315 Potrero, San Francisco, 415-703-4400, 


georgelawsongallery.com. 


Lottie Rose Art House. Oil and Earth, a solo 


exhibition by Rory Terrell: Rory Terrell has 
made a show about oil spills and oil painting. 
Rory paints wild with used motor oil. The art 
is reflective and discusses pollution. Through 
May 7. Free. www.firehouseartcollective. 
blogspot.com. 6117 San Pablo, Oakland, 
510-593-0733, facebook.com/firehouselot- 
tierosehouse. 


Mezzanine Gallery. Paper Cut - Jennifer Clif- 


ford: A blend of the vibrant textiles and my 
vast photo collection of skylines and icons 
taken on my urban hikes around San Fran- 
cisco. Through May 10. Free. 342 Grant, San 
Francisco, 415-394-0500, hoteltriton.com. 


RayKo Photo Center. RayKo's 9th Annual 


International Juried Plastic Camera Show: 
RayKo’s 9th Annual Plastic Camera Show 
is opening on March 9th from 6-8pm! China 
may have announced that they've stopped 
making the Holga (a plastic medium format 
camera with limited controls, a fixed focal 
length, and a crappy plastic lens), but artists 
are still churning out images from this toy 
Camera and many others like the Diana, the 
Bluebird, the Brownie Hawkeye, the Ansco 
Pix Panorama and many others you've never 
heard of. Along with the 90 international art- 
ists juried into this competition, we will also 
be featuring the work of Gordon Stettinus, 
this year’s chosen one! Through April 29, 6-8 
p.m. Free. 415-495-3773. ann@raykophoto. 
com. www.raykophoto.com. 428 Third St., San 
Francisco, 415-495-3773, raykophoto.com. 


Royal NoneSuch Gallery. Eli Thorne: Yellow 


No. 5, Bruh: Eli Thorne’s work explores 
athleticism and sports culture, as well as 
visible displays of maleness through sculp- 
tural forms. As a trans male, Thorne aims 
to reconcile and negotiate his own sense 
of masculinity and relationship to today’s 
hyper-macho culture by investigating the 
aesthetics of sexuality, manhood, aspiration, 
and transformation. In doing so, his work 
delves into issues of societal pressure, 
aggression, and the toxic intersection of the 
feasible and the fantastical. Starting April 
30. Saturdays, Sundays. Continues through 
May 28. Free. 4231 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, 
415-652-1623. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 


local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 


Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: 


Because when it comes to doing laundry, 
laughter makes your clothes’ whites whiter 
and colors brighter. That's just science, duh. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 


Brave New Jokes: Soma-free comedy with 


hosts Michael Brandon, Nicole Calasich, and 
Adrian McNair. Last Saturday of every month, 
7p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., San 
Francisco, 415-864-3936, adobebooks.com. 


Casual Sets! Live Comedy!: Hosted by Levi Ja- 


cobs. First Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/casualsetsoak. The Golden 
Bull, 412 14th St., Oakland, 510-893-0803. 


Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 


and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and 
audiences) a chance to unburden their minds 
at this regular night of stand-up. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. 
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Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Chinese Ballroom: Long form and short form 
comedy improv. First Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $12-$15, chineseballroom- 
improv.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at 
it). Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, 
michaelbookerentertainment.com. Englander 
Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San Leandro, 510- 
357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round 
comedy tournament featuring eight co- 
medians all competing to be chosen as the 
champion. Unlike any other comedy show 
in the Bay Area, we give the power to the 
audience to choose who they want to see 
continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., 
$10, https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedy- 
machine. The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 
Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fri- 
days, 8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Roast of Bernie Sanders (18+): San 
Francisco based RoastSF is back with our 
own brand of heart stopping, fall-to-the-floor 
laughing, no-jokes barred comedy roasts! 
Grab your best pair of Berks, get your bike 
ready, and start obsessively posting on social 
media, our next show is: Comedy Roast of 
Bernie Sanders. This guy's touched the hearts 
of more hippies then the Grateful Dead, Jane 
Fonda and LSD combined. He may be old, but 
he promised he'll stay awake! Can he bring 
the heat in his rebuttal or will he just stand 
there shouting and waving? WE ARE SICK, 
AND TIRED, OF WAITING! Come find out. Fri., 
April 29, 8-9:30 p.m., $10-12, www.roastberk. 
eventbrite.com. Pappy’s Grill & Sports Bar, 
2367 Telegraph, Berkeley, 510-405-1000, 
pappysontelegraph.com. 

Comedy Roast of Bernie Sanders (18+): San 
Francisco based RoastSF is back with our 
own brand of heart stopping, fall-to-the-floor 
laughing, no-jokes barred comedy roasts! 
Grab your best pair of Berks, get your bike 
ready, and start obsessively posting on social 
media, our next show is: Comedy Roast of 
Bernie Sanders. This guy's touched the hearts 
of more hippies then the Grateful Dead, Jane 
Fonda and LSD combined. He may be old, but 
he promised he'll stay awake! Can he bring 
the heat in his rebuttal or will he just stand 
there shouting and waving? WE ARE SICK, 
AND TIRED, OF WAITING! Come find out. Sat., 
April 30, 8:30-10 p.m., $10-12, www.theroast. 
eventbrite.com. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 
lith St., San Francisco, somastreatfoodpark. 
com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Dan Cummins: Wed., May 4, 8 p.m.; Thu., 
May 5, 8 p.m.; Fri., May 6, 8 & 10 p.m.; Sat., 
May 7, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
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punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

The Dirty Show: Stand-up gents Zack Chapaloni 
and Joe Gorman woo you to their comedic 
monthly rencontre in the only San Francisco 
bar that resembles a tricked-out ‘70s sex van. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 
Kozy Kar, 1548 Polk, San Francisco, 415-346- 
5699, kozykar.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and 
this weekly open mic means that you, too, 
can share the same stage where Lenny Bruce 
once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 
124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry 
musical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
9 p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777, johnny- 
foleys.com. 

Duncan Trussell: Sat., April 30, 8 & 10:30 p.m., 
$25. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420, theindependentsf. 
com. 

Femprovisor Fest 2016: Femprovisor Fest is 
SF's first all women improv festival. In it's 
3rd year, Femprovisor Fest showcases diverse 
female-identified improv ensembles, comics 
and sketch groups in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and throughout the US. They produce 
workshops and shows with innovative artists 
who are committed to increasing the visibility 
of women in all areas of improvised perfor- 
mance.The bitchin'-est improv fest in the Bay. 
By women. For anyone who likes women. April 
28th-May Ist at Phoenix Theater in Union 
Square. Featured performers of Femprovisor 
Fest ‘16 include include power house Chicago 
improvisors Susan Messing and Rachael Ma- 
son. Femprovisor Fest is presented Thu., April 
28, 7:30-11:30 p.m., $15-$20. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, San Francisco, 415-336- 
1020, phoenixtheatresf.org. 

Festa Comedy Night with Grant Gordon: Piping 
hot line-up to start off May as we bring up 
the hilarious Grant Gordon from LA. Hosted 
by the Godfather of San Francisco comedy, 
Tony Sparks! Sun., May 1, 7 p.m., $15. Festa 
Wine & Cocktail Lounge, 1825A Post, San 
Francisco, 415-567-5866, festalounge.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Mon- 
day of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 
1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy 
presented by True Hustle Entertainment. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., truehustleentertain- 
ment.com. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

High Brow: Monthly meetup for jokers, smokers, 
and midnight tokers. Last Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny 
most definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 
298 lith St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all kinds with 


THURSDAY 


Art 


GRAVITY’S RAINBOW 


Having fled the terror and brutal- 
ity of Argentina’s Dirty War in the 
1970s, Miguel Angel Rios has 
long grappled with the complexi- 
ties of Latin American identity, 
exploring the pitiless mechanisms 
of power as well as the delicacy and 
determination of the human spirit. 
In one of our favorite video works, 
Crudo, an Argentine gaucho dancer 
performs a malambo but rather 
than wielding a lasso tied with 
stones, he holds raw meat, which 
draws wild dogs. Rarely so di- 

rect, Rios’ most famous video 
work, The Ghost of Modernity, fol- 
lows an eerie translucent cube as it 
floats ominously through urban 
and rural landscapes in Brazil, 
Mexico, and Peru. Rios’ rumina- 
tions — whether executed through 
video, sound installations, oil 
painting, paper cutting, or collage 
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— tend to be poetic and haunting. A Trilogy brings together three of his most recent video works — Piedras Blancas, Mulas, 
and Landlocked — all filmed in unremitting desert landscapes and contending with the inevitable force of gravity. Never one to 
take the easy route, Rios admits these were some of the most challenging works of his career. 

Miguel Angel Rios: A Trilogy opens at 4 p.m. and continues through July 5 at Gallery Wendi Norris, 161 Jessie St., S.F 
Free; 415-346-7812 or gallerywendinorris.com. Silke Tudor 


Doc 
Let's Get the Rhythm: The Life 
and Times of Miss Mary Mack, a 
documentary about hand-clapping 
songs from around the world, starts at 
5:30 p.m. followed by Q&A with 
filmmaker Irene Chagall at San 
Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin St., 
S.E Free; 415-557-4400 or 
sfdancefilmfest.org. 


a different lineup each week. Wed., May 4, 
10-11:30 p.m.; Wed., May 11, 10-11:30 p.m.; 
Wed., May 18, 10-11:30 p.m., $5, insidebase- 
ballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffinda- 
ley.com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Mike E. Winfield: Sun., May 1, 7:30 p.m., $15. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 





Art 


Kenneth Josephson celebrates 
the release of his latest 
monograph, The Light of Coincidence, 
with exhibition of experimental black 
and white photography spanning six 
decades at 5:30 p.m. through July 2 at 
Robert Koch Gallery, 49 Geary St., S.F 
Free; 415-421-0122 or kochgallery.com. 


Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest 
“brings together some of the most pessimis- 
tic, neurotic, and dysfunctional individuals on 
the face of the planet: stand-up comedians.” 
First Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free, 
miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite Spot Cafe, 
2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpo- 
sitionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, San Francisco, 415-643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 





Hannah Anderson 


Theater 


Urinetown, the Musical, a play 
about love, hope, and municipal 
mismanagement in a drought-ravaged 
city where people must pay to pee, 
starts at 8 p.m. through May 8 at San 
Francisco State, 1756 Holloway Ave., 
S.E. $10-15; 415-338-2467 or 
theatredance.sfsu.edu 


Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by 
Michael Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Nick Swardson: Thu., April 28, 8 p.m.; Fri., 
April 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., April 30, 7:30 
& 9:45 p.m., $30. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, San Francisco, 415-928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
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FRIDAY 


4/29 


Comic Creator 


SEASON OF THE WITCH 


If you're squeamish about dirty rim- 
jobs, and butt-chugging Jager- 
bombs aren't your idea of funny, Megg 
& Moggin Amsterdam might be a chal- 
lenge. For those with less delicate sen- 
sibilities, it promises all the gratuitous 
sex, drugs, and dark nights of the soul 
we have come to expect from Simon 
Hanselmann. Bringing together 
Hanselmann’s contributions to VICE, as 
well as his Ignatz Award-nominated 
comic short story about tripping balls in 
the great outdoors, Amsterdam follows 
the ongoing misguided adventures of 
his clinically depressed, drug-addled 
witch Megg, her boyfriend Mogg, their 
psychotic party pal Werewolf Jones, and long-suffering housemate Owl. We're talking 
broken beaks, Red Bull chugging, nude Zelda marathons, Twin Peaks kink, a suitcase 
full of glass dildos, neglected offspring, crippling self-doubt, adultery, loneliness, gen- 
der-disparity, misery, and despair — and did we mention laughs? Yes, those, too. Asa 
cross-dressing cartoonist, raised in the none-too-open-minded island state of Tasma- 
nia by a devoted mother with a penchant for bikers and heroin, Hanselmann has al- 
ways walked a razor’s edge. But the power of Amsterdam, like his New York Times 
best-seller Megahex, lies in its cringe-worthy verisimilitude. 

Simon Hanselmann appears at 7:30 p.m. at Green Apple Books on the Park, 
1231 Ninth Ave., S.E Free; 415-742-5833 or greenapplebooks.com. Silke Tudor 





Alternative Art Festival 


stARTup Art Fair, a hotel-wide exhibition 
of underrepresented artists who are each 
invited to transform one room, runs 
concurrently with Fort Mason’s nearby 
Parking Lot Art Fair and Renegade Craft 
Fair at 12 p.m. through May 1 at Hotel Del 
Sol, 3100 Webster St., S.F. $15; 415-921- 
5520 or sf.startupartfair.com. 


Performance Art 


POW! POW! POW! POW! Action & 
Performance Art Festival, featuring a 
dozen intense international artists who 
employ nylon cocoons, a strangulation 
machine, and six 12-inch rolls of bubble 
gum to explore notions of identity, history, 
trauma, and home, starts at 8 p.m. through 
April 30 at Fort Mason Center Chapel, 1100 
Bay St., S.F $12; 415-345-7575 or 
fortmason.org. 


Hologram Dance Party 


Miku Expo, an all-ages fan event for lovers 
of the digital superstar Hatsune Miku, will 
get you hyped for tomorrow’s “live” 3D 
concert with music by Qrion, Seimei, 
Airynore, Grimecraft, and TDoyle at 8 p.m. 
at Codeword, 917 Folsom St., S.E $20-25; 
415-626-1409 or codeword-sf.com. 





Party 


GLOW Blacklight Underwear Party 
promises body paint, starlight, black 
light, jello shots, photo booths, DJ Bildo, 
and SF Gay Mafia go-go dancers at 8 p.m. at 
SF Eagle, 389 12th St., S.E $5; 415-626- 
0880 or sf-eagle.com. 
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Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly 
comedy podcast with host Pam Benjamin 
and a live audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 
ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleo- 
nionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, 415-955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative 
Action Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., $5-$20, facebook.com/medicinebug. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

Ronn Vigh's Gay Bash: Featuring top notch 
gay and gay friendly comedians from the Bay 
Area and beyond. Tue., May 3, 8 p.m., $16.50. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415- 
397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/ComedyRoyale. The Royale, 
800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

Safe Words: Stand-up comedy at a gay leather 
bar with (not gay or leathery) host Kollin 
Holtz. First Wednesday of every month, 8 
p.m., free. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians 
from around the country as well as local 
rising stars. Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., $5. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742- 
7222, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397- 
7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Creek: Summer-camp-style hijinks with 
Jesse Fernandez, DJ Real, Mary Van Note, 
and guests. First Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around 
the Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by 
Yuri Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines 
followed by bonus interview segments. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 2330 Tele- 
graph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboak- 
land.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest 
working comedians: Steve Post, Allison 
Mick, and Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The 
Tabernacle features a strong, fresh, line-up 


of local heavy-hitters, bigger names you've 
seen on TV, and other out-of-town visitors. 
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook. 
com/tabernaclesf. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tues- 
days, 6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy. 
tumblir.com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open 
mic hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 
p.m. The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
415-742-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Will Durst: Thu., April 28, 8 p.m.; Fri., April 
29, 8 & 10 p.m.; Sat., April 30, 7:30 & 9:30 
p.m., $22.50. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San 
Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecome- 
dyclub.com. 

Women gettin Witty: An all female comedy 
showcase that premieres not only some 
of the best in the Bay but also comedians 
from all over California. Last Friday of every 
month, 8-9:30 p.m.; Fri., May 27, 8-9:30 
p.m.; Fri., June 24, 8-9:30 p.m., $10, https:// 
www.facebook.com/womengettinwitty/. The 
Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., San 
Francisco. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames 
Improv makes fun of your romantic foibles 
for free at this long-running weekly comedy 
catharsis. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with 
RSVP, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Alonzo King LINES Ballet Spring Season: 
Alonzo King collaborates with saxophonist 
Charles Lloyd and jazz pianist Jason Mo- 
ran as they bring their acclaimed musical 
partnership to dance. Through April 28, 
7:30 p.m.; Through April 30, 8 p.m., $30- 
$70, https://linesballet.org/performances/ 
spring-season/. Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts Theater, 700 Howard, San Francisco, 
415-495-6360, ybca.org. 

Carolina Lugo’s & Carolé Acufa’s Ballet 
Flamenco: Brace yourself for sultry Spanish 
night when the floor burns with pulsat- 
ing sounds of footwork, song, castanets, 
syncopated hand clapping and guitar for 
a riveting display of this true Spanish art 
form. A mother & daughter duo, Carolina's y 
Carole’s, high energy and passion defines a 
new dimension in Spanish dance traditions 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8:15-10:30 p.m., $30, 
925-943-SHOW (7469), www.carolinalugo. 
com. Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic, 
Walnut Creek, lesherartscenter.org. 

WAH! Fest 2016: We are HERE! Women in the 
arts presented by CALI & CO dance/Matt EL 
music in partnership with Dance Mission 
Theater, San Francisco. Features a variety 
of choreographers, musicians, gallery artists 
and guest speakers. Fri., April 29, 7 & 9 p.m.; 
Sat., April 30, 7 & 9 p.m.; Sun., May 1, 5 & 7 
p.m., $20, www.wahfest.com. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St., San Francisco, 415- 
273-4633, dancemission.com. 


FREE EVENTS 


“1999”: w/ DJ Mark Andrus. Thursdays, 9 
p.m., Free, facebook.com/1999sf. Raven, 
1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151, 
ravenbarsf.com. 

“Acoustic Bistro”: Mondays, 7 p.m., free, 


www.kcturnerpresents.com. Osteria, 3277 
Sacramento, San Francisco, 415-771-5030, 
www.osteriasf.com. 

The Alabama Bowties: First Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiat- 
hebar.com. 

Allister Peera Blues Band: Last Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. The Royale, 800 Post, San 
Francisco, 415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Beatles Karaoke with Joshua Raoul Brody: 
First Monday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 
The Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 415- 
441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Beatles Karaoke with Joshua Raoul Brody: 
First Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 
The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam: Sundays, 
4 p.m., free. The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 
Cortland, San Francisco, www.thelucky- 
horseshoebar.com. 

Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia: Satur- 
days, Sundays, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro 
at Les Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
397-5397, www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Bingotopia: Show your B-I-N-G-0 face. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf. 
com/bingotopia.html. The Knockout, 3223 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, the- 
knockoutsf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
8 p.m. Nickies, 466 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-255-0300, www.nickies.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
8:15 p.m. Blarney Stone Bar & Restaurant, 
5625 Geary, San Francisco, 415-386-9914. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tues- 
days, 7:30 p.m. Long Bar and Bistro, 2298 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-440-1700, www. 
longbarsf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tuesdays, 
8:30 p.m. Martin Macks Restaurant and Bar, 
1568 Haight, San Francisco, 415-861-2236. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia contest. Wednes- 
days, 8 p.m. Bus Stop, 1901 Union, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-567-6905, www.facebook.com/ 
BusStopBar. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Team up for fun and 
games with your hostess, Marissa. Wednes- 
days, 8 p.m. The Napper Tandy, 3200 24th 
St., San Francisco, 415-550-7510, www. 
nappertandysf.com. 

Brainstormer Trivia: Win prizes with your team 
at this classic trivia night. Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m. Danny Coyle’s, 668 Haight, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-558-8375, www.dannycoyles.com. 

“Bubble”: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. Underground SF, 
424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864-7386, 
undergroundsf.com. 

“Built for Speed’: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, 
www.myspace.com/rocksyourass. Delirium 
Cocktails, 3139 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-552-5525. 

The Castle Quiz: Free weekly trivia contest with 
cash (and beer) giveaways for the brainiest 
know-it-alls. Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
Edinburgh Castle, 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074, thecastlesf.com. 

Charles Unger Experience: Fridays, 7:30 
p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins, 44 
Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, www. 
jazzbistrosf.com. 

Charles Unger Experience: Wednesdays, 
7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins, 
44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, www. 
jazzbistrosf.com. 

Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert: Thursdays, 
7:30 p.m., free. The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-8667, roy- 
alcuckoo.com. 
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Classical Revolution: Mondays, 8 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.classicalrevolution.org. Rev- 
olution Cafe, 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474, revolutioncafesf.com. 

The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily 
Wade Adams: Wednesdays, 7 p.m., free. Le 
Colonial, 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600, www.lecolonialsf.com. 

DJs Carmen y Miranda: Fridays, 6 p.m., free. 
El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325, elriosf.com. 

Open Mic Night: All forms of live entertainment 
welcome at this weekly event. One drink or 
food purchase required. Mondays, 7 p.m. 
Gallery Cafe Live, 587 Post, San Francisco, 
415-346-6161, www.gallerycafelive.com. 

Gaucho, Eric Garland's Jazz Session, The Am- 
nesiacs: Wednesdays, 7 p.m., free. Amnesia, 
853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

“Guilty Pleasures”: w/ TophZilla, Rob Metal, 
DJ Stef, Disco-D Thursdays, 9:30 p.m., free. 
Gestalt Haus, 3159 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-655-9935, gestaltsf.com. 

“Haute”: Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., free. 5A5 
Steak Lounge, 244 Jackson, San Francisco, 
415-989-2539, www.5a5stk.com. 

Honey: Community building group celebrating 
LBTQQ young women. Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m., 
free. LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

Jeanie & Chuck's Bluegrass Country Jam: 
First Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 
Plough & Stars, 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122, theploughandstars.com. 

“Jet Set": Salsa, reggaeton, and Latin hip-hop 
with resident DJ Erick Santero. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., free; $3. Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 
2221 Broadway, Oakland, 510-451-4677, 
lukasoakland.com. 

“Jungle Boogie”: With resident DJs Poizen, Kool 
Kyle, and Uncle Joe. Thursdays, 10 p.m., free. 
Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

Karaoke Lounge: High-quality singing with no 
charge for songs or entrance. Daily, free. 
The Mint Karaoke Lounge, 1942 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-626-4726, www.themint.net. 

Karaoke Night: Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Black- 
thorn Tavern, 834 Irving, San Francisco, 
415-564-6627, www.blackthornsf.com. 

Karaoke with KJ Paul: Sundays, 9 p.m., free, 
www.kjpaul.com. Dalva, 3121 16th St., San 
Francisco, 415-252-7740, www.myspace. 
com/186529294. 

Karaoke with KJ Paul: Wednesdays, 9:30 p.m., 
free. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

Kit Ruscoe & Freaky Deaky: First Sunday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. Tupelo, 1337 
Grant, San Francisco, 415-981-9177, www. 
tupelosf.com. 

Krazy for Karaoke: With Omar Rockriguez. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf. 
com/karaoke.html. The Knockout, 3223 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, the- 
knockoutsf.com. 

Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends: Tues- 
days, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, 
www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

M.E.E.T.: Community building group celebrating 
GBTQQ young men. Fridays, 4-6 p.m., free. 
LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Francisco, 
415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

Melt Open Mic Night: Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

“Mission Love”: w/ Aspect McCarthy Last 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., free. Laszlo, 
2532 Mission, San Francisco, 415-648-7000, 
www.laszlobar.com. 


SATURDAY 








Ben Krantz Studio 


“The Monday Make-Out”: Local ensembles 
push the boundaries of jazz — and sometimes 
even sound itself — in a free whirlwind of 
improvisational whimsy. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., Free, bayimproviser. 
com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 415-647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Native Plant Nursery Volunteer Days: Help 
Greg Gaar, native plant guardian. Sundays, 
noon. Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Coun- 
cil Recycling Center, 780 Frederick, San 
Francisco, 415-753-0932, www.hanc-sf.org. 

OMG! Karaoke: In the front room. Wednesdays, 
8 p.m., free. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Fran- 
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Music 


Esma Redzepova, India’s “Queen 
of Romani Song,” Russia’s “Roma 
Singer of the Century,’ Macedonia’s 
best chance in the Eurovision contest, 
and one of NPR’s “50 Great Voices” of 
the world, headlines the Herdeljezi 
Romani Music Festival with her Folk 
Masters Band at 8:30 p.m. at First 
Congregational Church of Oakland, 
2501 Harrison St., Oakland. $27-30; 
510-444-0323 or voiceofroma.com. 


Theater 


To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper 
Lee’s compelling portrait of racial 
relations, follows the internal journey 
of Scout Finch as her father defends a 
black man framed for a murder he did 
not commit, at 1 and 6 p.m., through 
May 22 at Berkeley Playhouse, 2640 
College Ave., Berkeley. $17-60; 510- 
845-8542 or berkeleyplayhouse.org. 


Book Lovers 


Independent Bookstore Day, a 
day for bibliophiles to rejoice in the 
community hubs and cultural treasure 
troves of neighborhood bookstores, 
can be celebrated along 24th Street’s 
bookstore row starting with a reading 
by Robin Yassin-Kassab and Leila Al- 
Shami at 3 p.m. at Modern Times 
Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F. Free; 
415-282-9246 or 
moderntimesbookstore.com. 


Experimental Music 


Puncture Tones, anew 
composition by Chiara Giovando for 
voice, string quartet, and booming 
subwoofers, is preceded by Light of the 
Tulpa, a cinema performance by arc 
based on occult color theories, at 8 
p.m. at The Lab, 2948 16th St., S.F 
$15; 415-864-8855 or thelab.org. 


cisco, 415-282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Open Mike Karaoke: Daily, 6 p.m., free; free. 
Encore Karaoke Lounge, 1550 California, 
San Francisco, 415-775-0442, www.encore- 
karaokesf.com. 

Open Mic with Brendan Getzell: Mondays, 8 
p.m., free. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 415-546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

Open Mic with Chris Rodriguez: Tuesdays, 
9 p.m., free. Ireland’s 32, 3920 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-386-6173, irelands32sf.com. 

“Original Famous Twang Sundays”: Sundays, 
4p.m., free. Thee Parkside, 1600 17th St., San 
Francisco, 415-252-1330, theeparkside.com. 
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SUNDAY 





“Peaches”: w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
peachesladydjcrew. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-621-9294, skylarkbar. 
com. 

Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow: 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, 
www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Pub Quiz Night: Prizes for winning teams. 
Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m. Maggie McGarry’s, 1353 
Grant, San Francisco, 415-399-9020, www. 
maggiemcgarrys.com. 

Quiz Night: Team trivia game. Thursdays, 6:15 
p.m. Elephant and Castle, 424 Battery, San 
Francisco, 415-268-3900, www.elephant- 
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Workers’ Day Movie 


Ida B. Wells: A Passion for 
Justice, an award-winning 
documentary about the 
newspaper editor and black 
suffragette who led an anti- 
lynching campaign during the 
1890s, is screened with 
popcorn and snacks at the 
Freedom Socialist Party’s New 
Valencia Hall, 747 Polk St., S.F 
$7; 415-864-1278 or 
socialism.com. 


castle.com. 

Quiz Night: Trivia game hosted by Stan Lee. 
Mondays, 8 p.m., free. Blackthorn Tavern, 
834 Irving, San Francisco, 415-564-6627, 
www.blackthornsf.com. 

Quiz Nights: The only place in town hosting 
two nights of trivia every week. Tuesdays, 9 
p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m. Mad Dog in the Fog, 
530 Haight, San Francisco, 415-626-7279, 
www.facebook.com/pages/Mad-Dog-In-The- 
Fog/111245485569064. 

Ragtime Tuesdays: Tuesdays, 5 p.m., free. Pier 
23 Cafe, Pier 23, San Francisco, 415-362-5125, 
pier23cafe.com. 

“Replay Sundays”: Sundays, 9 p.m., free. The 
Cellar, 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678, cellarsf.com. 





“Return of the Cypher”: Sundays, 9:30 p.m., 
free. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-673-8000, boomboomblues. 
com. 

“Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy": w/ DJs Donovan 
Drummond and Don C. Baird Sundays, 6 
p.m., free. The Brown Jug, 496 Eddy St., San 
Francisco, 415-441-8404. 

Terry Savastano: Mondays, 9:30 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.terrysavastano.com. Fiddler's 
Green, 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
441-9758, www.fiddlersgreenpub.net. 

“Shellac Shack’: DJ Chas Gaudi spins vintage 
blues, jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, and other 78 RPM 
goodies. Mondays, 7 p.m., free, www.mys- 
pace.com/shellacshack. The Homestead, 
2301 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-282-4663, 


5/1 


May Day Ritual 


Beltane, a pagan ritual 
rejoicing in the changing 
season, usually includes 
Maypole dance, cauldron 
jumping, live music, and 
wreath making (bring food, 
instruments, vines, and 
flowers to share) at 1 p.m. in 
Golden Gate Park. Follow 
signs posted at 41st Ave.and 
Lincoln Way, S.F. Free; 
bayareareclaiming.org. 


www.homesteadsf.com. 

“Shelter”: Tuesdays, 10 p.m., free, www. 
facebook.com/shelter.sf. Underground SF, 
424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864-7386, 
undergroundsf.com. 

“Singin’ Sundays”: Weekly karaoke night. 
Sundays, 8 p.m., free. Butter, 354 11th St., 
San Francisco, 415-863-5964, www.smoothas- 
butter.com. 

Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert: Sundays, 7:30 
p.m., free. The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-550-866/7, royalcuckoo. 
com. 

Songwriter Saturdays: hosted by Melissa Lyn 
Last Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., 
free/donation, songwritersaturdays.com. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 415- 


my 


; : 





673-3847, theexit.org. 

“Soul-Full": Classic hip-hop, funk, soul, & 
more with DJ Aebl Dee. Sundays, 8 p.m., free. 
Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

“Stamina”: w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests 
Sundays, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 
F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192, 
feightsf.com. 

Sunday Sessions: Sundays, 10 p.m., free. Ma- 
drone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

“Sweater Funk”: Sundays, 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. The Knockout, 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com. 

Taizé Service of Meditation: Candlelit singing, 
prayer, and contemplation for all spiritual 
practices. Third and First Wednesday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Seventh Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., 
San Francisco, 415-664-2543, seventhave- 
nuechurch.org. 

Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio: Mondays, 6 
p.m., free. Burritt Room, 417 Stockton, San 
Francisco, 415-400-0555, mystichotel.com. 

Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio: Tuesdays, 6 
p.m., free. Burritt Room, 417 Stockton, San 
Francisco, 415-400-0555, mystichotel.com. 

Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio: Wednesdays, 
6 p.m., free. Burritt Room, 417 Stockton, San 
Francisco, 415-400-0555, mystichotel.com. 

“Three Day Weekend”: With DJ C-Moses. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Luka’s Taproom & 
Lounge, 2221 Broadway, Oakland, 510-451- 
4677, lukasoakland.com. 

Transmagic: Community building group 
celebrating trans/gender-variant youth. 
Tuesdays, 4-6 p.m., free. LYRIC, 123-127 
Collingwood, San Francisco, 415-703-6150, 
www.lyric.org. 
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A SPANISH BI-LINGUAL PRESCHOOL 
FOR CHILDREN AGES 3 TO 5 YEARS OLD 
UN PROGRAMA PREESCOLAR BILINGUE EN 
ESPANOL PARA NINOS DE 3 A 5 ANOS 
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ENROLLMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED/ 
INSCRIPCIONES YA SE ESTAN ACEPTANDO 


TO ENROLL CALL: 415-206-7752 EXT. 2790 
PARA INSCRIBIRSE LLAME: 415-206-7752 EXT. 2790 


What you need to 
know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 


Divorce Options is a 3 hour 
educational workshop offered 
monthly, equally appropriate if you 
are married or a state registered 
domestic partner, and whether you 
have children or not. 


Divorce Options is presented on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
once a quarter on Tuesday evenings 
by a panel of collaboratively trained 
attorneys, financial professionals 
and mental health professionals, 
who are members of: 


Collaborative Practice 
San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7, 9:30AM-12:30PM 
SATURDAY JUNE 4, 9:30AM-12:30PM 


Special $10 Discount Per Person if 
you Pre-Register on Eventbrite 


@Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
3200 California Street (at Presidio) 
San Francisco ® $45 per person 


A tb othe aie 


www.cp-sf.com 
DivorceOptionsSF@gmail.com 
www.DivorceOptionsInfo.org 
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ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 


Trivia Quiz: Team game of questions and an- 
swers, with prizes. Tuesdays. The Bitter End, 
441 Clement, San Francisco, 415-221-9538, 
www.travelnotes.org/BitterEnd/. 

Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod: 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. Atlas Cafe, 3049 
20th St., San Francisco, 415-648-1047, at- 
lascafe.net. 

“Web of Sound”: w/ Jackie Sugarlumps Last 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., free. Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

“What?": Wednesdays, 7 p.m., free. Lookout, 
3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703-9751, 
lookoutsf.com. 

The Whiskey Brothers: First Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. Albatross Pub, 
1822 San Pablo, Berkeley, 510-843-2473, 
www.albatrosspub.com. 

Whiskey Wednesday: Because Friday is too long 
to wait. Wednesdays, 4 p.m., free. Bender’s, 
806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-824-1800, 
www.bendersbar.com. 

Women’s Wednesdays: Once a week, meet 
with working women as well as stay-at-home 
moms for an hour of inspiration. Run by 
Rabbi Ahron Hecht. Wednesdays, 12:15 p.m. 
Richmond Torah Center, 423 10th Ave., San 
Francisco, 415-386-8123, www.rtchabad.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors 
read modern and classic short stories. First 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 
510-848-7800, berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Allison Gilbert, at Book Passage, Ferry Bldg.: 
Passed and Present is a one-of-a-kind guide 
for discovering creative and meaningful 
ways to keep the memory of loved ones 
alive. Inspiring and imaginative, this bona 
fide “how-to” manual teaches us how to 
remember those we miss most, no matter 
how long they've been gone. Allison Gilbert is 
the author of the critically-acclaimed Always 
Too Soon: Voices of Support for Those Who 
Have Lost Both Parents, and its follow-up 
book, Parentless Parents: How the Loss of 
Our Mothers and Fathers Impacts the Way We 
Raise Our Children. Tue., May 3, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Andi Zeisler, at Book Passage, Ferry Bldg.: 
Today, feminism has gone mainstream, but 
true equality is never an easy sell. Drawing 
on almost 20 years of experience covering 
popular culture from the frontlines of the 
feminist movement, Andi Zeisler will tell 
a cultural history through the stories of 
institutions and real women, feminists and 
otherwise, in America. In We Were Feminists 
Once she exposes how feminism has trans- 
formed into something barely warranting 
the name, ignoring the many for the one, 
shamelessly colluding with market forces 
and popular culture. Wed., May 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Breaking Ground: Black British Writers U.S. 
Tour: Green Apple Books on the Park is 
proud to host Speaking Volumes’ Breaking 
Ground tour. Featuring readings by: Bernar- 
dine Evaristo, Colin Grant, Diran Adebayo, 
Gabriel Gbadamosi,Jay Bernard, Johny 
Pitts, Karen McCarthy Woolf, Nick Makoha, 
Roger Robinson. Wed., May 4, 7:30-9 p.m., 
Free. Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 
Ninth Ave., San Francisco, 415-742-5833, 
greenapplebooks.com. 

Fireside: Storytelling series whose events 


MUSIC 


contain tales on specific themes. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., $10-$15, 
firesidestorytelling.com. Chez Poulet, 3359 
Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry 
open mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2277 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Jazz Stories: Pianist Richard Leiter hosts a 
monthly night dedicated to tales, anecdotes, 
and remembrances of classic jazz musicians, 
with live music performances to set the right 
vibe. First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 
p.m., free. Pegasus & Pendragon Books & 
Music, 1855 Solano, Berkeley, 510-525-6888, 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third 
and First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Saturday Night Special: Monthly literary open 
mic hosted by Hollie Hardy and Tomas Moniz. 
Last Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pages/Saturday-Night-Special- 
an-East-Bay-open-mic/112174188880786. 
Nick's Lounge, 3218 Adeline, Berkeley, 510- 
652-4166, nickslounge.com. 

Simon Hanselmann’s “Megg & Mogg in Am- 
sterdam”: NY Times bestselling graphic 
novelist Simon Hanselmann reads from and 
signs copies of Megg & Mogg in Amsterdam 
(Fantagraphics). Fri., April 29, 7:30-9 p.m., 
Free. Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 
Ninth Ave., San Francisco, 415-742-5833, 
greenapplebooks.com. 

Stranger Than Fiction: Writers gather under 
the ancient heraldry of the Edinburgh Castle 
Pub in SF, arather classic dive bar known for 
its literary scene. Stranger Than Fiction, the 
in-house production hosted by Alan Black 
and Frances Stroh, features the best in Bay 
Area writers including Tom Barbash, Rachel 
Howard, Julia Scheeres, Maury Zeff, with 
Black and Stroh reading from their pages. 
Sun., May 1, 3-5 p.m., Free, thecastlesf.com. 
Edinburgh Castle, 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074, thecastlesf.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort 
Mason, Bldg. C, San Francisco, 415-771-1076, 
friendssfpl.org. 

TMI Storytelling: Hosted by Gina Gold. Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$13, 
tmistorytelling.com. 3KB Sports Bar, 3000 
Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-2569, 3kb- 
sportbar.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 
Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent col- 
lection explore the major cultures of Asia. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 
415-581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives of 
Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen 
Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other Beat Gen- 
eration characters via original manuscripts, 
memorabilia, letters, personal items, and 
other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
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Live Cine Event 


VAMPIRE BLUES 


Upon its release, 1932’s Vampyr was widely considered a low-point for Carl Theodor Dreyer, the celebrated Danish director re- 
sponsible for The Passion of Joan of Arc and Day of Wrath. But posterity has been kind, as we have come to appreciate the dense 
atmosphere and disorienting visual effects Dreyer achieved with his horror movie. Loosely based on a collection of supernat- 
ural stories called In a Glass Darkly, Vampyr follows a student of the occult to Courtempierre, a village outside Paris that is 
cursed by a bloodsucker. Filmed on location, Vampyr draws on great artworks by the likes of Francisco Goya as reference, and 
conjures a sense of mental and moral haziness through unusual edits and soft focus. As Dreyer’s first talkie, the movie is lay- 
ered with disquieting sound effects but employs very little dialogue; the use of title cards throughout makes this near-silent 
film a beautiful choice for a live score. Tonight, Mercury Rev joins longtime Cocteau Twins bassist and keyboard player Simon 
Raymonde, Better Than Ezra drummer Michael Jerome Moore, and Midlake piano and flute player Jesse Chandler to bring 
that creepy aural layer to life. 

Vampyr starts at 8 p.m. at Castro Theatre, 429 Castro St., S.F. $25; 415-621-6120 or castrotheatre.com. Silke Tudor 


Art 


Jason Mecier: Celebrity Trash, an exhibition of genius of 
portraiture using Pamela Anderson’s laundry, Amy Schumer’s 
dental dams, and Phyllis Diller’s anti-itch creams, opens at 7:30 
a.m., until May 28 at 111 Minna Gallery, 111 Minna St., S.F. Free; 
415-974-1719 or 111minnagallery.com. 





540 Broadway, San Francisco, 415-399-9626, 
thebeatmuseum.org. 


415-474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 
California Academy of Sciences. Color of 


Daily. Habitat Earth: The California Academy 
of Sciences’ newest planetarium show rede- 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: 


Located in a historic cable car powerhouse, 
the museum displays a variety of cable car 
gear, photographs, installations explaining 
how the cars work, and several antique vehi- 
cles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Life: The Academy's bright new summer 
show celebrates the chromatic diversity of 
nature with live animals, interactive displays, 
dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. Animal 
Attraction: Exhibit about the wild courtship 
and mating strategies in the animal kingdom. 


fines the traditional concept of astronomical 
presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of the 
universe — Earth itself — as it invites viewers 
to discover what it means to live in today's 
connected world on the only planet known 


to sustain biodiversity and life. Daily. Earth- 
quake: Treat your senses to seismic overload 
in this exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth 
model illustrating plate tectonics, a recre- 
ation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, 
a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as 
the Academy's flightless friends are offered 
their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 
3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into 
the Academy's live coral tank and offer live 
explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. 
& 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close 
and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring 
dance music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people who 
like to pair their intellectual curiosity with 
a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. 
calacademy.org/events/nightlife. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s 
residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 
55 Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379- 
8000, calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the 
course of Chinese-American immigration 
from the 19th century to today via photo- 
graphs, artifacts, and historical narratives. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 Clay, San 
Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 


Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as 
“an outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons 
of steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, 
light bulbs, old tools, and other objects 
that hang over the museum's central lobby. 
Like the eternal light that can be found in 
every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection 
— both literally and figuratively. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Hardly Strictly 
Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to 
meet Warren Hellman, or see him perform 
at his signature cultural creation, Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy 
and humanity that emanated from his being 
(and his banjo). The Contemporary Jewish 
Museum assembles rarely-seen videos of 
Hellman’s performances in Golden Gate Park, 
along with special personal possessions like a 
banjo signed by star performers and a jacket 
covered with rhinestones and a Star of David. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
736 Mission, San Francisco, 415-655-7800, 
thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. Full-Spectrum Science: Explor- 


atorium scientist Ron Hipschman lets you 
have fun with physics via hands-on activities 
and demonstrations that explore physical 
phenomena like sound, color, temperature, 
etc. Fourth Thursday of every month, 8 p.m.; 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 11 a.m., 2 & 
3:30 p.m. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 
rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum 
admission). Permanent Exhibits: The family 
science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & 
perception, biology, the environment, and 
much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days 
of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past 
Becomes Present: Multipart exhibit tracing 
the history of queer youth activism, exploring 
lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying tribute to 
pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, 
and more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
4127 18th St., San Francisco, 415-621-1107, 
glbthistorymuseum.org. 

Lawrence Hall of Science. Explore New Worlds: 
At the Hall's newest experience, Explore New 
Worlds, you lead the charge into the great 
unknown. On your visit, you are the engineer, 
the astronaut, and the adventurer. Launch 
a rocket, design planetary rovers, tour the 
universe in our Planetarium, and more! 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Contin- 
ues through Sept. 4. $12 Adults; $10 Children 
3-18, Seniors 62+; Free for Members, children 
age 2 and under, UC Berkeley students and 
staff. 1 Centennial, Berkeley, 510-642-5132, 
lawrencehallofscience.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. The Salon Doré: 
Recently restored, this installation recreates 
the extravagant French Neoclassical interior 
of the Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tues- 
days-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 
415-750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny 
Insect, Big Impact: With bee populations de- 
clining across the nation, this family friendly 
exhibit acts as both an introduction to these 
striped insects and a wake-up call about their 
ecological importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 24. 1000 Oak, Oak- 
land, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live 
presentations about the animals who live 
at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Histori- 
cal Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free 
daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 415-447-5000, 
nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA). Picturing Modernity: Selections 
from the SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of 
photographs from SFMOMA’'s own collection 
that illustrate a wide range of photographic 
styles. Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415- 


357-4000, www.sfmoma.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lightswarm: 


This suspended window sculpture turns the 
YBCA’'s glass wall into a glowing parade of 
sound-sensing lights that changes with the 
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Our award-winning, artisan crafted, 
concentrates are made in small 
batches to ensure the highest quality 
and consistency. 


Our cannabis is locally grown by 
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Young People’s Writer 


Illustration by Christian Anderson 


Matt de la Pena, bestselling author of young adult titles like Ball Don’t Lie and 
Mexican WhiteBoy, celebrates his 2016 Newbery Medal for the children’s picture 
book Last Stop on Market Street at 5:30 p.m. at San Francisco Main Library, 100 
Larkin St., S.F. Free; 415-557-4400 or sfdancefilmfest.org. 


movements of nearby people and things. 
Through Oct. 31. Free. Murmur Wall: Located 
by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, this Future 
Cities Lab installation lights up as it incor- 
porates local trending search engine results 
and social media postings. Onlookers can 
offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 

CAGE: In Cage, Tar Gracesdottir’s shocking 
behind-the-scenes romp, a zookeeper, a 
docent, an animal behaviorist, and a mental 
health professional clash over the proper 
protocol for a conflicted anteater. Is the zoo 
conserving species or running a hospice until 


by Zack Rogow and Lorri Holt, in collaboration 
with and directed by David Ford, Colette 
Uncensored presents an intimate theatre 
piece, interwoven with excerpts from the 
author's work that display Colette's gifts for 
storytelling, social commentary, and humor. 
Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through May 14, $20-$30 sliding 
scale, $55-$100 reserved, themarsh.org/ 
colette_uncensored/lorri-holt/. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 


Elect to Laugh: 2016: The Marsh San Francisco 


presents Will Durst in a timely new hybrid 
of stand-up comedy and theater, ELECT 
TO LAUGH: 2016. Specializing in political 
humor for folks who don't like politics, 
Durst sweeps both sides of the aisle with 
his patented mix of outrage and outrageous 
common sense. This bipartisan rabble-rouser 
transcends party ties in a hilarious blend of 
monologues, commentary, and the occasional 
rant. Tuesdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 
7, $15-$35 sliding scale, $100 reserved, 415- 
282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh. 
org/will_durst/will-durst/. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, themarsh.org. 
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extinction? If you're looking for a “tame” 
comedy, this ain't it. The stakes are high and 
complications increase wildly until a twisted 
finale realizes your worst zoo fantasies. You'll 
never look at a lemur the same way again. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-9:45 p.m.; Sundays, 
2-3:45 p.m. Continues through May 8, $25 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue 
of songs and sketches that take a humorous 
look at the current food scene. Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Grey Matter: This new solo show from Julie 
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full/$15 students, seniors, TBA members. 
Mojo Theatre, 2940 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-830-6426, mojotheatre.com. 


Colette Uncensored: The Marsh San Francisco 


announces Colette Uncensored, the first solo 
show from acclaimed actress Lorri Holt, will 
receive its World Premiere on the Mainstage 
this March. Colette Uncensored tells the story 
of the famed and infamous French novelist’s 
passionate quest as a writer, a woman, a pio- 
neer for social change, and as a lover. Written 
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Katz, will receive its World Premiere this 
April. Set at “The Company” in San Fran- 
cisco, Katz creates an array of hilarious and 
poignant characters including: the IT prodigy 
who's bored out of his mind, the office man- 
ager who can't catch a break, the dreamer 
in legal who longs for a creative life, and the 
deep thinker who started it all. When “The 
Company” makes a controversial decision, 
the employees are forced to examine their 
morals and what it means to show up to work 
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WEDNESDAY 





Drinking Game 


“Drink + Draw," a monthly night of arty raffles wherein every drink comes with a blank index card for your sketches, which 
may be picked at random from a bowl for special prizes or, better yet, more drinks, beginning with DJ Tosh at 6:30 p.m. at 
Knockout, 3223 Mission St., S.F. Free; 415-550-6994 or drinkdrawsf.blogspot.com. 


every day when everything isn't so black and 
white. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 
5 p.m. Continues through June 4, $20-$35 
sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Holding the Edge: January 28, 1986: the AIDS 
epidemic, the Challenger explosion, and early 
sobriety. What's a woman to do? Get up, go 
to work, get the kids to cub scouts on time 
and start a riot! An irrevernt and outraged 
hospice nurse finds herself out there...holding 
the edge. Wed., May 4, 7:30 p.m., $10-15. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 

The How and the Why: More than science is at 
stake when two women of different genera- 
tions clash over what it means to be female. 


On the eve of a prestigious conference, an 
up-and-coming evolutionary biologist wrestles 
for the truth with an established leader in the 
field. As the women thrash out their views, the 
struggle to find the middle ground between 
research and relationships. This intimate 
and keenly perceptive play by Sarah Treem 
(Netflix’s HOUSE OF CARDS, HBO's IN TREAT- 
MENT) explores evolution and emotion, and 
the difficult choices faced by women of every 
generation. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2-4 p.m.; Tuesdays, Sundays, 7-9 p.m. 
Continues through May 8, $35-$45. Aurora 
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 

Lear’s Shadow: Audiences experience King 
Lear like never before as the fool, recently 
unemployed, tells his side to Shakespeare's 
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most tragic, cosmic, and human of stories 
in this poignant solo performance. Starting 
April 30, Saturdays, 5 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through June 18, $25-35 
sliding scale, $55-100 reserved, themarsh. 
org/learsshadow/geoff-hoyle-3/. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704- 
8291, themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 
formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

The News: Monthly series of queer performance 
art. First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. 
SOMArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, San 
Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 
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BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 


Rig Trouble in Little China 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


I’m in a 90-year old opera theater 
in Chinatown, and ’'m thoroughly 
creeped out. 

It’s after midnight, and I’m ascend- 
ing a set of metal stairs at the rear of 
the stage in the Great Star Theater on 
Jackson Street. No one knows where 
I am, I’ve only just met the guy who’s 
leading me up to the rigging, and my 
palms are getting sweaty as I climb. 
This is what you get, I think, for trust- 
ing a stranger who emails you from an 
AOL account. 

I’ve fallen for a well-worn magi- 
cian’s trick of being shown something 
— in this case, “malfunctioning” 
theatrical equipment and a video that 
reminds me of the full-building ads 
in Blade Runner — meant to get me 
to laugh off any possibility of unease, 
only to be put in a situation that 
makes me second-guess my breezy 
confidence. Nearly up the stairs, I can 
hear something making noise in the 
shadows. It looks like a can jerking 
around in a hotel pan. 

From our perch 25 feet above the 
stage — or so I’m guessing, because I 
can't really see — Paul Nathan launch- 
es into a docent talk. He is a trained 
magician, and a San Francisco native 
who knows the history of the theater 
he is now trying to renovate sufficient- 
ly well in order to lure national touring 
companies. 

Built in 1925 for the Chinese op- 
era, the Great Star catered to illiterate 
itinerant workers and functioned more 
like a community center — almost a 
house of worship. 

“They came from a culture where 
your place in society was explained by 
opera,’ Nathan says. 

Just as Irish and Italian immigrants 
got their sense of right and wrong 
from the Catholic Church, Chinese 
laborers heard didactic tales which ex- 
plained their place in society. (Nathan 
compares the opera’s stock characters 
to the archetypes found in commedia 
dell’arte, only without wise fools and 
other forms of irony.) 

At the back of the stage is a cyclo- 
rama, a tin backdrop that would be 
behind the set pieces and which an 
artist came over from China specifical- 
ly to paint. (It depicts the story of the 
White Snake Lady, an anti-Buddhist 
fable that was very much in the news 
in 1925 because the White Snake Lady 
Pagoda in Canton — today’s Guang- 
zhou — had burned down the year 
before.) 
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“If there are spirits here, they 
should be very calm,” says Nathan, 
just as it sounds as though someone 
dropped a box of cutlery elsewhere in 
the house. A smoke machine — tech- 
nically, a hazer — starts acting up of 
its own accord, and a confetti machine 
belches out bits of paper at odd inter- 
vals. 

“T don’t think it’s creepy at all,” he 
offers. “I don’t know what our press 
agent told you.” 

He encourages me to climb to 
the rafters, where the flymen would 
control “everything that makes this 
a theater” via ropes and pulleys, and 
mentions the superstition against 
whistling on stage (for fear that the 
flymen, who communicated with each 
other via whistling, would drop a sand- 
bag on your noggin). 

Just as he’s explaining the mechan- 
ics of the iron curtain, a device meant 
to buy some time in the event of a fire, 
Nathan’s friend and associate Frank 
Olivier comes down an aisle and steps 
on stage. He looks like Tom Waits, if 
Tom Waits routinely went to the Playa 
every Labor Day weekend, and he’s 
playing a flexatone, an instrument that 
warbles like a musical saw. 

“If the audience lights on fire, it 
saves the actors,” Olivier said. He’s 
now brandishing a dead rat that he 
claims is not a prop, but a mummified 
corpse he means to put in water and 
reconstitute. 

It’s right about then that I real- 
ize it’s alla game. But I’m confused 
enough not to know which stories are 
true and which aren’t, and Nathan and 
Olivier interrupt one another, each 
feeding off the other’s nutty energy. 
Did the Hong Kong billionaire and 
kung fu movie mogul Run Run Shaw 
— who lived to be 106 — own it? 
(Yes.) Was the theater really zoned half 
as a Chinese restaurant and half asa 
knick-knack shop? (Maybe, but the 
Great Star has been plagued by trou- 
bles with the zoning board.) Was there 
really a foot-deep flood 45 minutes 
before a Dark Kabaret show? (I’m not 
sure.) Are there tunnels connecting the 
“opium den” under the stage to the rest 
of Chinatown? (Not anymore, if there 
ever were.) Did a 31-year-old woman 
really die of a drug overdose inside the 
theater last year? (Unfortunately, yes.) 

Nathan and Olivier are arguably a 
little blithe about the overdose victim, 
whose death in the company of one of 
their associates after a party compli- 
cated efforts to restore the theater. 

“This was a 600-to-700 seat the- 
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ater,’ Nathan says, although modern 
equipment has reduced that by over 
100 seats. Referring to the theater’s 
heyday, he adds, “With shows going 
on every week, someone's going to die. 
And the sordid past, and wacky shit 
that happens, shit goes awry. People 
come in and shoot up. That’s China- 
town. That’s San Francisco. That’s 
everywhere.” 

The zoning woes, though, were very 
real — and very complicated. Essen- 
tially, the city didn’t believe the Great 
Star was a theater, and prior to allow- 
ing it to reopen fully, officials required 
such a high burden of proof that it had 
operated as one throughout its life 
that Nathan had to rely on 90-year- 
old patrons sharing Chinese-language 
playbills from as long ago as the ’50s. 
(It got to where he felt ghoulish for 
“dredging up people’s memories of 
their loved ones.”) He produced a 
shipping bill for Bruce Lee’s Enter the 
Dragon on its first showing in the Unit- 
ed States, and the Cantonese-speaking 
landlord, Julie Lee, who’s hands-off 
enough about the programming, got 
involved when the financial viability of 
her tenant was on the line. 

Subsequently, Nathan formed a 
501(c)(3) for preservation purposes, 
and while the members of the board of 
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directors has different ideas about the 
Great Star’s use, his concern is primar- 
ily “that the building isn’t lost as an 
arts space for the city.” 

“How many 500-seat theaters are 
there that you just haven’t heard of?” 
Olivier asks. “The long-term goal is 
to fix it up enough to attract national 
touring companies. We're two blocks 
from Columbus and Broadway, 12 min- 
utes from BART. There’s good, cheap 
parking.” 

If realized, their ambitions could 
help revitalize Chinatown’s moribund, 
nonexistent nightlife — which is Na- 
than’s intention. 

“When I was a kid, it was open until 
three or four in the morning — until 
the shooting in the ’70s,” he says, 
referring to the 1977 Golden Dragon 
Massacre that killed five and injured 
11 (and launched the SFPD’s Gang 
Task Force). “Chinatown just died after 
that — at night — and it shouldn't. It’s 
beautiful here at night, and safe, and 
close to everything, and cool. There are 
14 restaurants on this block. Not this 
street: this block.” 

“Bruce Lee was born in the hospital 
one block up and used to sleep in the 
alley,” he adds. “His father was a Chi- 
nese opera singer in this theater.” 

In the meantime, the Cirque du 
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Dark Kabaret 





Great Star Theater 


Soleil-esque Twisted Cabaret played a 
run in March, and until May 13, the 
Great Star will be home to The Boy from 
Oz, with Connie Champagne in the 
role of Judy Garland. 

“We want to be able to have a voice 
for producers and actors,” Nathan says. 
“You've got the Curran and A.C.T. that 
bring in these beautiful shows, but 
that’s not the voice of San Francisco. If 
we're not careful, we’ll turn into Wal- 
nut Creek.” 

Before leaving at close to 2 a.m., 

I get to see the so-called opium den 

in the basement, as well as the pump 
room (which is full of decaying cellu- 
loid, and a very old water valve). And 
for good measure, both Olivier and 
Nathan perform card tricks on me that 
leave me grinning like a fool when I 
can't figure out how the eight of spades 
ended up under my shoe. They’re magi- 
cians, unable to help themselves from 
doing their thing. 


Great Star Theater 

636 Jackson St. 

415-935-7827 or greaterstartheater. 
com 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE 








By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Like the hydrocarbons once part 
of a brontosaurus stomping over Pan- 
gaea millions of years ago that get 
pumped into your gas tank, a cultural ar- 
tifact’s voyage from its place of origin to 
the wall of a museum is marked by ran- 
domness and chance. Wars, shifting po- 
litical boundaries, natural disasters, 
whims of looters, the contact point of 
the archaeologist’s pick ax — the odds of 
a given fragment of pottery eventually 
residing under glass are fantastically 
small. 

Out of this randomness, new pat- 
terns can emerge, contends Mariana 
Castillo Deball sometimes, with 
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Peter Lawrence Kane 


just a little teasing. Her “Feathered 
Changes, Serpent Disappearances,” 
which runs through July 30 at the San 
Francisco Art Institute, makes use of 
techniques derived from the composer 
John Cage and the I Ching. With a little 
help from the technologies available to 
21st-century preservationists, Castillo 
Deball — who was born in Mexico, but 
resides in Berlin — creates a collage 

of Mayan pottery and other elements 
of Mexico’s heritage (or facsimiles 
thereof, as nearly everything was made 
onsite in the last few weeks). 

Exhibits at SFAI can occasionally 
make for a lot of intellectual heavy lift- 
ing on the part of museum-goers, and 
“Feathered Changes” is no different 
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— but it’s a playful 
show, and a beautiful 
one. Castillo Deball 
works the room to 
its maximum extent, 
repainting the floors 
in SFAI’s Walter and 
McBean Galleries to 
make the individual 
artifacts pop against 
their Brutalist 
surroundings, and 
stretching ropes of 
different thicknesses 
beaded with pottery 
across the entire two- 
floor space as if it 
were the path of a la- 
ser pointer in a house 
of mirrors. Castillo 
Deball’s re-creation 
of the feathered 
serpent lounges on 

a tiered set of steps 
outside, and — even 
more cleverly — she 
displays a rubbing 

of one of SFAI’s sky- 
lights as if it were the Rosetta Stone. 
(Its shape alone is mesmerizing.) 

With the assistance of recent SFAI 
graduate and Fellow Christopher Squi- 
er, and through a partnership with the 
Kadist Art Foundation — for which 
she is the first artist-in-residence — 
Castillo Deball plays with the rigidity 
of archaeology’s approach to cultural 
objects. She is effectively de-excavat- 
ing, a process that can get very com- 
plex. For one piece, an initial archae- 
ological rubbing of an artifact became 
a print, for which curators created a 
key to all its different colors. The key 
was uploaded as a digital file and then 
imaged in three dimensions. A wooden 
mold of the image was then construct- 
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ed and filled with concrete, bringing 
the rubbing to three-dimensional life. 

“When you think about curating, 
usually it’s a very rational activity,” 
Castillo Deball says, “But in this place, 
I tried to approach it in a more craft- 
and material-based relationship. Every 
time you start to have a relationship 
with an object, you copy it and make 
it again.” 

In a sense, Castillo Deball sets 
entropy in reverse, using the fragility 
of Mexican cultural patrimony as her 
jumping-off point. Because a sliver of 
a fresco that breaks off from a larger 
chunk during handling must be cata- 
logued as if it were its own complete 
artwork, however small, there is fertile 
terrain for play. (As well as, one imag- 
ines, plenty of potential for mischief.) 
A crumb of historically significant but 
aesthetically unremarkable plaster 
would likely just sit in a drawer, labeled 
and numbered and consigned to limbo. 
Castillo Deball’s work questions that 
formula, refusing to accept the idea of 
crumb as a static object too minor to 
consider. 

“Usually we believe that history 
already happened and everything set- 
tled and there’s nothing to be changed, 
but it’s not true,” she says. “When you 
start to read the story of these murals, 
you see that there are so many points 
and accidents and things that have 
happened by chance.” 

And so chance is Castillo Deball and 
Squier’s modus operandi. 

“We have taken tiny little rubbings 
and blown them up into something 
larger, and simplified them as well,” 
Squier says of their reconstructed pot- 
tery. “We started to play with chance 
and removing information: certain 
colors, certain sections.” 

Just as an infamous forgery can 
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acquire a historical patina and become 
art of a sort, it hardly matters in this 
exhibit whether something is “real.” An 
intentionally partial reproduction of a 
lost original can yield the same results 
— and in any case, we'll never get the 
full picture of who frescoed the walls 
of the Mayan capital or who, centuries 
later, jimmied those frescoes off with 

a crowbar. 

Inevitably, one compares the loot- 
ing of heritage sites to fill foreign mu- 
seums with the Islamic State’s appetite 
for destruction of antiquities. Is, say, 
the British theft of Greece’s Elgin Mar- 
bles really so terrible, if leaving things 
where they quote-unquote belong risks 
obliteration at the hands of future 
zealots? It’s a self-serving question 
for the First World to ask, and Castillo 
Deball upends it altogether, looking at 
museum collections not as repositories 
of plunder — and certainly not oases 
of serenity, rescuing art from barbar- 
ians — but as bumbling bureaucracies 
too beholden to their own ideology to 
properly examine what they’ve really 
got. Why and how a museum built its 
collection is fascinating, but Castillo 
Deball is much more interested in dis- 
persal, and the result is extraordinary. 
A fresco may be reduced nearly to dust, 
but its mystery remains intact. 


Mariana Castillo Deball: 
Feathered Changes, 

Serpent Disappearances 

Free, through July 30, 

at the San Francisco Art Institute’s 
Walter and McBean Galleries. 

800 Chestnut St., sfai.edu 
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BASTARDS OUT OF CAROLINA 


The Crime of 
Real Pleasure 


Last weekend, as I sat sipping 
mimosas with a dozen or so fellow sex 
workers, someone raised their voice 
above the friendly din of chitchat with 
breaking news. A sex worker in South 
Carolina had just been arrested on 21 
counts of prostitution — based on noth- 
ing more than her escort ad. 

The mood shifted from warm Sun- 
day brunch vibes to tense terror as our 
peer relayed the chilling details: no set- 
up, no sting — the cops just tracked 
her IP address, searched her home, and 
arrested her. The only evidence against 
this woman exists online. 

Making matters worse, a few local 
news outlets have covered the arrest, 
disrespectfully reporting the worker’s 
real name and mug shot, so this poor 
womans face is now all over the news 
in North Augusta, S.C. 

The past few years have seen 
a rise in attacks from the 
federal government on 
online advertising 
platforms such as 
MyRedbook.com 
and Rentboy. 
com, the latter 
of which is still 
embroiled in 
the fight. 

These plat- 
forms put valu- 
able time and 
distance between 
sex workers and 
their clients. With 
little access to justice 
when they are the victims 
of violent crimes, the internet is 
an important resource for them to stay 
safe. Moreover, when workers take 
charge of their own booking, screen- 
ing, and advertising, they are less 
likely to rely on third parties and are 
therefore less vulnerable to those who 
may seek to exploit them. 

The South Carolina woman is ac- 
cused of advertising sex for money this 
winter on Backpage.com — the site for 
which Visa and MasterCard recently 
ceased processing adult ad payments 
— but from everything that I’ve read, 
the language and photos that incrim- 
inated her could have come from the 
average Tinder profile. 

Relatively mild, suggestive language 
— such as “real pleasure” and “couples 
welcome” — could get this woman 
thrown in jail. Somehow, I don’t think 
any cops will be beating down the door 
of my Tinder match, Enrique, whose 
profile simply reads, “I’m going to fuck 
you the way you've been wanting to get 
fucked.” Why is it legal to advertise for 
free sex on one website, but illegal to 
advertise for paid companionship on 
another? 

In a world where strangers can find 
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each other online, exchange dick pics 
in a matter of seconds, and meet for 
sex that could involve whips, chains, 
and maybe even superhero uniforms, 
why does it all become criminal activi- 
ty if somebody pulls out their wallet? 

If words and phrases like “appoint- 
ments” and “kinky fun” on a website 
are enough evidence to obtain a search 
warrant, then I’m scared in a new 
way — and not just for sex workers, 
but for all of us who use the internet 
to connect with other humans (i.e., 
everyone). 

If sexually suggestive photos and 
language like “ready to meet gentle- 
man” constitute a threat to homeland 
security, then the FBI had better be 
going after Tinder, Grindr, OkCupid — 
and potentially even FarmersOnly and 
ChristianMingle, just to be safe — be- 
cause dating sites are riddled with that 
kind of salaciousness. 

Policing the way people connect 

to find intimacy and 
companionship is 
not only a waste of 
valuable resources, 
it’s a symptom of 
a dystopian Big 
Brother. 
When I became 
an escort four 
years ago, my 
compatriots 
passed down the 
lore of protec- 
tive spells and 
coded language 
they had learned 
from those who 
had come before 
co them. “Never let him 
between you and the 
door,” “If you ask him if he’s 
a cop, he has to tell you,” and other 
old-wives’ tales passed down through 
the generations, sooth us into thinking 
we have some way of protecting our- 
selves from the police. 

News of this South Carolina wom- 
an’s arrest has made me realize that we 
don’t. As long as sex work is criminal- 
ized, only luck, prayer, and privilege 
can save some of us from arrest. 

It’s perfectly legal to hire someone 
for their time and companionship, 
which is why so many of us advertise 
as escorts. But the veneer of safety en- 
joyed by sex workers privileged enough 
to advertise online is crumbling. 

Police can rape and brutalize us 
during the course of an arrest — all 
in the name of rescue — and we have 
little recourse. Now that law enforce- 
ment is coming after individual sex 
workers based only on the way they 
advertise online, that threat has come 
into our homes. 

Cops aren't vampires. They can still 
come in even if you don’t invite them, 
and magic words won't keep them 
away. 
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FILM REVIEWS 





Francofonia 


Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the Opera Plaza Cinema. 

Aleksandr Sokurov will always be associ- 
ated with his single-shot Hermitage 
tour Russian Ark, but he takes a very dif- 
ferent approach to the Louvre in Franco- 
fonia, which is as nonlinear as Ark was 
linear. It’s as much a personal essay by 
Sokurov as a history of the Louvre, with 
a particular focus on the occupation of 
Paris by the Nazis during World War II, 
and the role art has played in war 
throughout the centuries. There are nar- 
rative elements, particularly in his por- 
trayal of the relationship between 
Louvre director Jacques Jaujard (Lou- 
is-Do de Lencquesaing), who remained 
at his post during the occupation, and 
Franz Wolff-Metternich (Benjamin Ut- 
zerath), the aesthete Nazi tasked with 
looting the since-evacuated collection for 
his Fithrer, but Francofonia never tries to 
hide the fact that it’s an artificially con- 
structed movie. We often see the clap- 
perboard at the beginning of a take, the 
reconstructed historical footage often 
has the squiggly soundtrack lines visible 
on the side of the screen, and the footage 
of Hitler being all “But where is the Lou- 
vre?’ when entering France is probably 
not strictly authentic. But what’s most 
impressive is the access Sokurov and his 
camera got to the great works of the Lou- 
vre, thus allowing a closer look than 
we re ever likely to get in person. And 
closer than Hitler got, too. Sherilyn 
Connelly 


Valley of Love 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the Roxie Theater. 
There must be a rider in Gérard Depar- 
dieu’s contract these days that says he 
has to appear shirtless in every film, and 
if so, Guillaume Nicloux’s Valley of Love is 
at no risk of lawsuit. Sure, the movie 
takes place in Death Valley, where it is 
very hot — but holy cow does Depardieu 
spend a lot of time letting his northern 
hemisphere hang out. Playing thinly 
veiled versions of their public personas 
for no apparent reason, Depardieu and 
Isabelle Huppert play a long-divorced 
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couple who reunite in an American des- 
ert at the request of a posthumous letter 
from their dead gay son, whom Depar- 
dieu says “lived in San Francisco ina 
neighborhood called “The Mission’ ” — 
94110 represent! Written before his sui- 
cide, the letter says he'll appear to them 
if they go to certain places at certain 
times over the course of a week. Valley of 
Love has supernatural overtones —in- 
cluding a final silent-but-spooky shot of 
Huppert that also evokes a similar shot 
in the far superior Louder Than Bombs 
— but never properly embraces them, 
while her and Depardieu being hounded 
by American autograph-seekers only 
serves to muddy the film’s tone. Exactly 
what Valley of Love is setting out to ac- 
complish is unclear, but anything that 
gets Isabelle Huppert back on American 
screens is a good thing. SC 


Dough 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
John Goldschmidt’s Dough is a stoner 
comedy without any stoners, which is 
oddly appropriate considering its themes 
of blending cultures. Nat (Jonathan 
Pryce) is a Hasidic widower who runs a 
kosher London bakery and is quite set in 
his ways, even though he’s been losing 
both customers and employees to the big 
shiny supermarket chain run by the vil- 
lainous Sam Cotton (Philip Davis). Ne- 
cessity requires Nat to hire immigrant 
Muslim teenager Ayyash (Jerome 
Holder), who deals grass on the side to 
help his mother (Natasha Gordon) make 
ends meet, and Nat finds his business 
unexpectedly booming when Ayyash ac- 
cidentally drops his diggity-diggity-dank 
into the dough. While the notion that 
Nat would be able to sell pot-infused 
challah strong enough to get the attend- 
ees at a Shabbos dinner baked without 
anyone, including himself, figuring it out 
doesn’t quite overcome suspension of 
disbelief, it’s less important than the fa- 
ther-son relationship that grows be- 
tween Nat and the sweet-natured Ayyash 
— particularly as they discover that 
they’re devoted to their religious rituals 
in ways that are mystifying to the secular 
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world, but not to each other. Jonathan 
Pryce is always great, but Jerome Holder 
is a real find, displaying a charisma remi- 
niscent of the similarly unknown John 
Boyega in Attack the Block. Hopefully 
Holder has a similarly high-profile career 
in his future. SC 


Pali Road 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the AMC Metreon 16. 
To describe a film as resembling a Life- 
time movie is generally considered an in- 
sult, as are comparisons to any 
female-centric genre — soap operas, ro- 
mantic comedies, et cetera — but damn 
if Jonathan Hua Lang Lim’s Pali 
Road isn’t hardcore Lifetime material. 
That’s a compliment, because those can 
be good, pulpy fun. Lily (Michelle Chen) 
is a heart surgeon in Oahu whose col- 
league Mitch (Sung Kang) carries a torch 
for her, and actively disapproves of her 
boyfriend Neil (Jackson Rathbone). 
When Lily and Neil get into a car acci- 
dent, she awakens from a coma to dis- 
cover that there’s no evidence Neil ever 
existed, and that she’s actually married 
to and has a child with Mitch, who puts 
her in the care of skeevy therapist Tim 
(Henry Ian Cusick). Making no attempt 
to reinvent the wheel, Pali Road is 
wholly unsubtle in its foreshadowing 
— complete with the Hawaiian equiva- 
lent of a Gypsy curse! — and Lim never 
fails to telegraph its themes or set the 
action on a dark and stormy night 
when appropriate, though he dares to 
give the film a comparatively dark end- 
ing by the genre’s standards. In partic- 
ular, the picture recalls the 1998 
Sherilyn Fenn vehicle Nightmare 
Street, which actually first aired on 
ABC — but, like Pali Road, it was pure 
Lifetime at heart. SC 


10 PICKS FOR THE SAN 
FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL, WEEK TWO 
(APRIL 28 - MAY 5) 


The Bandit 


Scorsese and De Niro. Lynch and 
MacLachlan. Carpenter and Russell. 
Certain directors and actors bring 
out the best in each other and 
finally getting their due are (Hal) 
Needham and (Burt) Reynolds in 
Jesse Moss’ documentary, which 
celebrates the brief but fruitful 
collaboration between the director 
and star of Smokey and the Bandit. 
(5/5, Castro) 


Cameraperson 

Speaking of directors, they’re the ones 
who usually get all the glory regarding 
documentaries, but as with most films, 
they aren't the ones behind the cam- 
era. Kirsten Johnson, cinematogra- 
pher for documents including but not 
limited Citizenfour and Fahrenheit 
9/11, rights this wrong in this autobi- 
ographical collage made from 25 years 
of location shoots. (5/1, Victoria & 5/3, 
Alamo) 


The Family Fang 

Jason Bateman’s somewhat unexpected 
directorial career continues with this 
adaption of the Kevin Wilson novel 
about the damaged adult children 
(Bateman and Nicole Kidman) of a pair 
of performance artists (Christopher 
Walken and Maryann Plunkett). Also, 
Bateman’s character’s name is Buster — 
wrap your heads around that one, Ar- 
rested Development fans. (4/30, Castro) 


The Fits 

A hit at Sundance and the Venice Film 
Festival, Anna Rose Holmer’s debut fea- 
ture stars the 10-year-old Royalty High- 
tower as a Cincinnati tomboy torn 
between training to be a boxer and join- 
ing a dance troupe, a turmoil that may be 
expressing itself as an illness among the 
dancers. (4/29 & 5/2, Alamo) 


High-Rise 

True story: When we were teenagers, my 
brother gave mea copy of this J.G. Bal- 
lard novel about an apartment tower’s 
society descending into chaos, saying he 
thought it would be perfect for me to di- 
rect. I’m still not sure why, but Ben 
Wheatley’s adaptation starring Tom Hid- 
dleston is proof that history played out 
the way it should. (4/30, Castro) 


Hong Kong Trilogy: Preschooled 
Preoccupied Preposterous 
Speaking again of camerapeople, ac- 
claimed cinematographer Christopher 


Doyle (In the Mood for Love, Chungking 
Express) shot and directed this triptych 
about his adopted hometown, for which 
he interviewed local residents and wove 
their stories into three beautiful and 
thoughtful vignettes. (4/22 & 4/25, Al- 
amo) 


The Music of Strangers: Yo-Yo Ma 
and the Silk Road Ensemble 

Yo-Yo Ma doesn’t have much competi- 
tion to be the world’s most famous cellist 
—no offense, Truls Mork fans — but 
this new documentary by Twenty Feet 
from Stardom director Morgan Neville 
will likely bolster the reputation of yje 
world’s most talented cellist. (No of- 
fense, Frantisek Brikcius fans.) (5/3, Al- 
amo) 


Our Kind of Traitor 

Along with Miles Ahead and Last Days in 
the Desert, 2016 continues to be a good 
year for those who appreciate Ewan Mc- 
Gregor at his shaggiest, as he now plays 
the scruffy lead in Susanna White’s adap- 
tion of the 2013 John le Carré novel. 
(5/1, Victoria & 5/3, Alamo) 


Soundbreaking: Stories from the 
Cutting Edge of Music 

This new PBS series that gets into the 
nitty-gritty of recording technology over 
the years doesn’t debut until the fall, but 
these two episodes — about the role of 
the producers like George Martin and 


> 10HH TURIUREO SHILY HOS TIMER 


VinNCEMT CAREEL acoRice SAHTORO 150 194408 
BASIL HOFF MAM RYAH RWAMTEM BSOGERTA ROSGRICUES WACHER HOURS *arRbia PARADOS 
SSUsHSS STORRUITCH HiBOOO CARCI“ HAROCOELE MREADS 0001 CARERTOS LiWRae WEVA Lae Yea 
TOHICO PEREIRA BRUM A LWKIHEVER Be0ihE IABAS) CLAUDIA ABREU OLRORA MASCiMEHrO 


MICHEL HELAMESD CLEO PIRES CAND JUMOUEIRNA 


2» FERHAHDA HOWTEHECRO 


2 MARVTEY REITEL 


IU. LOVE YOU 


RESTRICTED 


ees AND 
Re ees 
Rise 


STARTS FRIDAY, 
APRIL 29 


EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


Ne Wo DO We > + By 
Embarcadero Center “ANDMARK SHATTUCK 


One Embarcadero Center « (415) 352-0835 


rioiloveyoumovie.com 


ALSO STARTS AT 
CAMERA 3 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


Quincy Jones, and the impact of multi- 
tracking and magnetic tape — are an- 
other reason to want November to hurry 
up and get here. (4/29, Roxie & 4/20, Al- 
amo) 


Thirst 


Movies can be good escapism, but just 
try not to think about Hetch Hetchy’s 
water levels as you watch Svetla Tsot- 
sorkova’s harrowing drama about the 
tension between two families as they 
deal with a drought in the hills of Bul- 
garia. (5/1 & 5/5, Roxie). SC 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


4-Star Theatre. Pot Luck Cinema: Pot Luck Cinema 
brings DIY filmmaking flavor to San Francisco. 
A handful of local filmmakers and artists are 
presenting their work at the 4 Star Theater 
and will feature lineup of artists bringing in 
their short films, music videos and trailers to 
share the screen. Thu., April 28, 8:30-10:30 
p.m. $5. Marguerite: In 1921 Paris, a wealthy 
woman with a sincere passion for music—but 
no vocal talent—trains for her first recital in 
front of a crowd of strangers. Daily. April and 
the Extraordinary World: Accompanied by her 
talking cat (Philippe Katerine), a teen (Marion 
Cotillard) embarks on a quest to find her 
missing parents in 1941 Paris. Starting April 
29. Daily. A Hologram for the King: A beautiful 
doctor (Sarita Choudhury) and a wise-cracking 
taxi driver (Alexander Black) help an American 
businessman (Tom Hanks) who's trying to close 
the deal of a lifetime in Saudi Arabia. Starting 
April 29. Daily. 2200 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-666-3488, Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 

Alamo Drafthouse. Green Room: Members (Anton 
Yelchin, Alia Shawkat) of a punk-rock band 
and a tough young woman (Imogen Poots) 
battle murderous white supremacists at a 
remote Oregon roadhouse. Starting April 
29. Daily. 2550 Mission St, San Francisco, 
415-549-5959, https://drafthouse.com/sf/ 
theater/new-mission. 

AMC Metreon 16. Criminal: CIA agent Bill Pope 
(Ryan Reynolds) dies while traveling to a 
secret location to meet a hacker who can 
launch missiles at will. Desperate to find his 
whereabouts, officials turn to an experimental 
neurosurgeon who can transfer memories from 
one brain to another. The guinea pig for the 
procedure is Jerico Stewart (Kevin Costner), 
a violent and dangerous death-row inmate. 
Now gifted with Pope's skills and knowledge, 
Stewart must race against time to stop a 
sinister international conspiracy. Daily. 10 Clo- 
verfield Lane: A young woman (Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead) is forced to cope with her new life 
after waking up from a nearly fatal accident 
in this thriller from director Dan Trachtenberg. 
After narrowly avoiding serious injuries ina 
car wreck, Michelle (Winstead) awakens in 
the care of a man who claims to have found 
her at the scene, and who brought her to his 
home after a catastrophic chemical attack 
devastated the surrounding area. Daily. Purple 
Rain: A young man (Prince) with a talent for 
music has begun a career with much promise. 
He meets an aspiring singer, Apollonia, and 
finds that talent alone isn’t all that he needs. 
A complicated tale of his repeating his father’s 
self destructive behavior, losing Apollonia to 
another singer (Morris Day), and his coming to 
grips with his own connection to other people 
ensues. Daily. The Boss: Wealthy CEO Michelle 
Darnell (Melissa McCarthy) always gets her 
way, until she’s busted for insider trading 
and sent to federal prison. After leaving 
jail, Darnell finds herself broke, homeless 
and hated. Luckily, she tracks down former 
assistant Claire (Kristen Bell), the only person 
who's willing to help. While staying with Claire 
and her young daughter, the ex-con devises 
a new business model for a brownie empire. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Unfortunately, some old enemies stand in the 
way of her return to the top. Daily. 101 Fourth 
St., San Francisco, 415-369-6207, amctheatres. 
com/movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 


Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: 


An ongoing series of experimental cinema. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. $7. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-824-3890, atasite.org. 


Balboa Theatre. The Winding Stream: A music 


history documentary-in-progress that tells 
the story of the American roots music dy- 
nasty, the Carters and the Cashes. Starting 
with the Original Carter Family (A.P., Sara, 
Maybelle), the film traces the ebb and flow 
of their influence, the transformation of that 
act into the Carter Sisters, the marital alliance 
with legend Johnny Cash and the efforts of 
present-day family to keep this legacy alive. 
Through April 28. Popcorn Palace: Every Sat- 
urday at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus popcorn 
and drink! Saturdays, 10 a.m. Midnight Special: 
The government and a group of religious 
extremists pursue a man (Michael Shannon) 
and his son (Jaeden Lieberher), a young boy 
who possesses special powers. Starting April 
29. Daily. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221- 
2184, balboamovies.com. 


Castro Theatre. Grease Sing-a-long: Watch the 


blockbuster movie musical complete with 
tricked-out subtitles so that the whole audi- 
ence can sing along to “Hopelessly Devoted to 
You,” “You're the One That | Want,” “Summer 
Nights,” all of them! In addition to belting out 
the tunes, goody bags will be handed out to 
everyone and audience members can add to 
the fun by dressing up as a favorite character 
for the costume contest. Hosted by Sara Moore 
& Friends. Thu., April 28, 7 p.m.; Fri., April 29, 7 
p.m. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 415-621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 


The Bawdy Caste performs onstage while the 
ultimate cult film plays in the background. Last 
Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 
The Man Who Knew Infinity: A mathematical 
genius from India overcomes racism and the 
rigidity of academia to revolutionize the field 
with startlingly original theorems. Starting 
April 29. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Eye /n The Sky: 


Complications arise when a lieutenant general 
(Alan Rickman) and a colonel (Helen Mirren) 
order a drone missile strike to take out a group 
of terrorists in Nairobi, Kenya. Daily. Hello, My 
Name Is Doris: With help from her best friend's 
(Tyne Daly) granddaughter (Isabella Acres), a 
smitten woman (Sally Field) concocts schemes 
to get the attention of a younger co-worker 
(Max Greenfield) in her office. Daily. The First 
Monday in May: Documentary on the creation 
of The Metropolitan Museum of Art's most 
attended fashion exhibition in history: “China: 
Through The Looking Glass.” Daily. Miles Ahead: 
In the 1970s, down-and-out jazz trumpeter 
Miles Davis (Don Cheadle) tries to recover 
his new session tape from music producers. 
Daily. Rio, | Love You: The natural beauty of Rio 
de Janeiro is celebrated in this anthology of 
love stories created by ten visionary direc- 
tors from across the globe. Starting April 29. 
Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 
15, San Francisco, 415-528-4444, explorato- 
rium.edu. 


Historic Sweet's Ballroom. 3rd Annual Wild 


& Scenic Film Festival On Tour: Hosted by 
Rose Foundation for Communities and the 
Environment, enjoy evening of inspiring short 
films about cutting edge conservation and 
environmental justice, and meet some of our 
New Voices Are Rising leaders and grassroots 
grantees. Did we also mention there will be 
delicious food from our friends at Bicycle 
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Banh Mi, cookies from Bakesale Betty, Oakland 
School of the Art student art show, live music 
and an enticing silent auction? Our film fest 
is an event you don't want to miss! Sat., April 
30, 6-10 p.m. $15. rosefdn.org/filmfest/. 1933 
Broadway, Oakland. 


New Parkway Theater. 2nd Annual Out Of Focus 


Music Video Festival: The OutOfFocus Video 
Festival showcases and celebrates music 
videos, animations, and shorts produced by 
local video artists while creating a community 
that connects musicians, filmmakers, visual 
artists and storytellers. All videos selected 
for the screening are eligible for the audience 
choice award. Last year's festival included 
videos from local artists such as Shannon and 
the Clams, Part Time, Magnanimous, Swiftumz, 
Hunx & His Punx, The Shanghais, EMOTIONAL, 
HoboCop, Flesh World, Annie Wong, DeadBeat, 
Tommy Becker, Saything, Golden Drugs, 
Magic Trick, Janelle Hessig, Luke Sweeney, 
COLDBEAT, Sonny and the Sunsets, Charlie 
Megira, Myles Cooper, The Fresh & Onlys and 
more! Thu., April 28, 9-11 p.m. $8. 474 24th St., 
Oakland, 510-658-7900, thenewparkway.com. 


Oddball Films. Strange Sinema 99: Psycho Science: 


Drawing on his collection of over 50,000 16mm 
film prints, Stephen Parr has compiled his 
99th program of classic, strange, offbeat & 
unusual films. The program features some of 
the most way-out and weird science films from 
the archive. Tonight's program is anchored 
by the hilarious and bizarre Moody Institute 
of Science films, the Christian cult crackpot 
science company as well as other brilliant and 
bizarre examples of pseudo science in action. 
Thu., April 28, 8-10 p.m. $10. Erotic Oddities: 
The Strangest Smut in Cinema: From insane 
pornographic cartoons to marionette strippers 
to bizarre stag films, this is one night of the 
strangest smut you'll ever see. Films include 
Getting his Goat (1923), Eveready Hardon in 
Buried Treasure (1929), Erotography (1970), 
plus burlesque and homoerotic beefcake 
strangeness galore! Fri., April 29, 8-10 p.m. 
$10. 275 Capp, San Francisco, 415-558-8112, 
oddballfilms.blogspot.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. Francofonia: Alexander 


Sokurov's stunning, deeply thoughtful and 
vitally relevant reflection on the essential 
relationship between art, culture and history. 
Starting April 29. Daily. Louder Than Bombs: A 
stunningly intimate portrait of parents and 
children and the many things that tear them 
apart and bring them together. Starting 
April 29. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Presidio Theatre. The Jungle Book: Raised by 


a family of wolves since birth, Mowgli (Neel 
Sethi) must leave the only home he’s ever 
known when the fearsome tiger Shere Khan 
(Idris Elba) unleashes his mighty roar. Guided 
by ano-nonsense panther (Ben Kingsley) and 
a free-spirited bear (Bill Murray), the young 
boy meets an array of jungle animals, including 
a slithery python and a smooth-talking ape. 
Along the way, Mowgli learns valuable life 
lessons as his epic journey of self-discovery 
leads to fun and adventure. Daily. Zootopia: 
From the largest elephant to the smallest 
shrew, the city of Zootopia is a mammal me- 
tropolis where various animals live and thrive. 
When Judy Hopps (Ginnifer Goodwin) becomes 
the first rabbit to join the police force, she 
quickly learns how tough it is to enforce the 
law. Determined to prove herself, Judy jumps 
at the opportunity to solve a mysterious case. 
Unfortunately, that means working with Nick 
Wilde (Jason Bateman), a wily fox who makes 
her job even harder. Daily. 2340 Chestnut, San 
Francisco, 415-776-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. Va/ley of Love: A man (Gérard 


Depardieu) and his ex-wife (Isabelle Huppert) 
reunite in Death Valley, Calif., after they both 
receive a letter from their dead son. April 
29-May 5. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
863-1087, roxie.com. 
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MOTHER-DAUGHTER DUET.’ 


-Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM 
AYO) Gg (OF KO) 1 NO ONY (OK 


SAN FRANCISCO 
2 CENTURY SAN FRANCISCO CENTRES SUNDANCE KABUKI CINEMAS 
845 Market St (800) CINEMARK 1881 Post St at Filmore (415) 346-3243 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THEMEDDLERMOVIE.COM 


GEORGE CLOONEY JULIA ROBERTS 


MONEY MONSTER 


NOT EVERY CONSPIRACY IS A THEORY. 


MAY 13 


FOLLOW THE MONEY 


Fi YW & / MoneyMonster 


THE FILM THEY DON’T 
WANT YOU TO SEE 


| THINK THE MOVIE IS SOMETHING PEOPLE SHOULD SEE.” 


FROM COVER-UP 


STARTS FRIDAY 


PRIL 29 


-Robert De Niro on “TODAY” 


XXED 


TO CATASTROPHE 


| @ ony fvaxxedthemovie £ 


ALSO 


STARTING AT 
LANDMARK CALIFORNIA 


Opera Plaza 


Van Ness at Golden Gate: (415) 771-0183 
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SPECIAL 
20% DISCOUNT INTEREST FINANCING 


ON ANY NEW PROJECT FOR 15 MONTHS: 


All projects must be completed by May 15 


SPECIALIZING IN: DRIVEWAYS @ PATIOS # WALKWAYS ® OUTDOOR LIGHTING @ SP TURF # & MORE! 
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CySTRA CALL (844) 728-3352 
PAV ERS | tod. ay for your 


nd FREE CONSULTATION 


"With approved credit. Call for details. | For new projects only. Cannot be combined with other project promotions 


OF Ole Belsle Tse 
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D> THE ONE AND ONLY (OF TWO) 





Mid-Century Mecca 





Original Joe's of Westlake reopens in Daly City, but it’s hardly 1960 all over again. 





2 ad 


Roasted Prim 
Rib with mashet 
potatoes and 
creamed spinach 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Irrespective of quality, there 
are restaurants where everyone in San 
Francisco should eat, on pain of never 
becoming a true local. I’ve never eaten at 
Benu or Saison — someday, he sighed, as 
moths escaped from his inside-out pock- 
ets — but that doesn’t gnaw at me the 
same way that never having eaten at 
Sears Fine Food does. I’m slightly wistful 
that I never went to Sinbad’s, consider- 
ably more embarrassed that I never ate 
at Joe’s Cable Car in the Excelsior, and 
genuinely sorry that I was never around 
to experience Finocchio’s. 

And until the other day, I’d never 
been to Original Joe’s — any of them. 
In a city where territorial bores go 
apeshit when you refer to the freeway 
as “the 101,” that’s basically a mortal 
sin on par with writing an open letter 
to the mayor asking for the home- 
less “hyenas” to please disappear. It 
might put me in the same category of 
know-nothing arriviste as writers who 
say S.F’s music scene is dead, but I fig- 
ured I'd be up front about this grievous 
oversight. 

And man, am I ever happy I rec- 
tified it, because the just-renovated 
Original Joe’s of Westlake is exactly 
the kind of updated classic I love the 
most. Every detail that felt contem- 
porary pulled right back to 1960, and 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


vice versa. Even when things didn’t 
really add up — our friendly, capable 
female server had magenta hair, and 
while there’s nothing wrong with that, 
the male bussers all wear black bow- 
ties and monkey suits — things err 
comfortably on the side of California 
casual. 


— 


vé 








Clearwater Revival Pandora station (or 
something just like it) plays all night. 
A bowl of arancini stuffed with fon- 
tina (five for $8.95) was surprisingly 
mild for fried risotto balls — some 
Parmesan could have really perked 
them up — but Joe’s Meatballs (three 
for $8.95) more than made up for it. 


Don't get me They were tangy, 
wrong: It’s a time- iron-rich, and they 
warp. The unoriginal Original Joe’s disintegrated in the 
descriptor “original” of Westlake mouth in exactly 


alone says plenty, and 
the starburst chande- 
liers, terrazzo floor- 


11 Glenwood Avenue, 


650-755-7400 or 


the right way. Mop 
up the sauce with 
some sourdough, 


Daly City 


ing, and meat-laden originaljoessf.com which comes in a 
menu — which is set Hours: Mon-Sun, chrome wire basket 
in Futura! — fill in 11a.m.-11p.m. and a pat of butter 
the rest. It’s not true embossed with the 


Googie architecture 

like Johnie’s Coffee 

Shop on Wilshire and Fairfax in L.A., 
but it’s way more groovy-grandpa than 
Daly City’s other massive and wonder- 
ful restaurant, Koi Palace. 

[highly suggest starting with a 
cocktail that starts with the letter M, 
like a Manhattan ($7 on the rocks, $8 
up). You can do this in the main dining 
room — which is not yet accepting 
reservations and for which there was a 
lengthy wait on a Monday night — or 
else plop down in the bar, near the 
aprés-ski fireplace, where you can or- 
der off the full menu as the Creedence 


winking image of an 
Italian chef, just like 
every pizza box in America. 

While the menu specifically says 
that the lamb chops ($34.95) come 
three to an order, we got four. They 
had a nice char, but what really kept 
my attention was the side portion of 
ravioli, as big as an entrée in much 
of San Francisco. They were a touch 
overcooked, but there’s something in- 
effable about that red sauce. It all but 
pulsates with soft light, a touchstone 
for generations of diners (in the eyes 
of this newb, anyway). 

I love that the visual accompani- 


Eric Pratt 


ment to the requisite steak 
dishes is pepperoncini and 
black olives, but the real side 
dishes were superb. Apart from 
that ravioli, we tried mashed 
potatoes that were buttered 
within an inch of their lump- 
less lives and creamed spinach 
that came a close second. With 
the 16-ounce ribeye ($38.95) 
and a glass of Justin Cabernet 
($14) from Paso Robles, those 
sides form an unimpeachable 
tetrad of mid-century awe- 
someness. It’s worth sticking 
to the upper half of the wine 
list if you go the by-the-glass 
route, as the $10 Bohemian 
Pinot Noir, one of several wines 
on tap, had a solvent-y nose | 
couldn't get past. 

But if you really want to eat 
like you were at a state dinner 
Kennedy might have hosted for 
Khrushchev, go with the prime 
rib ($32.95). It’s thick and 
bloody, even when cooked me- 
g  diun, and full of vigor straight 
from the era when people 
smoked Lucky Strikes as they 
ate such things. 

If you need the loo, excuse yourself, 
walk past the Sardi’s-like wall of fame 
and past the Cascade Room, along the 
floor that’s flecked like a bowling ball. 
Admire the caricature of Bruno — one 
of the partners in the original Original 
Joe’s on Taylor Street in the Tender- 
loin, whose cartoon likeness threatens 
to shut the party down — and go back 
to your table and order dessert. If in 
doubt, go with the Joe’s Buttercake 
($8), which is basically a bran muffin 
saturated in butter and cream cheese, 
bedecked with berries and mint leaves, 
topped with vanilla gelato, and paired 
with a chocolate stick. The butter- 
scotch pudding, made with salted 
caramel and whipped cream ($8) was 
exceptionally rich. Too rich for two- 
thirds of this table, anyway, leaving me 
and my spoon to tackle it by ourselves. 

Time will tell if anything infuriates 
the patrons who want everything to 
be as it was, but mercifully, what Orig- 
inal Joe’s is not is a nostalgia act, the 
culinary equivalent of Guns N’ Roses 
at Coachella. And now | kind of want 
to eat Swedish pancakes at Sears Fine 
Food. 


PKane@sfweekly.com 
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re BUENA 


VIStA 


re i KAT | PX, | IO, LJ 
World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 


| Mon-Fri 
op a From 9am 


A ae __ Sat-Sun 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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Silver Cloud 415.922.1977 | 1994 LOMBARD ST. SAN FRANCISCO | | 1537.V6o. NSS ROCs toe Kno) aos Soha 


Restaurant & Bar 





NOW OFFERING OUR 


$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


DINNER MENU! 
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM! 


439 POWELL STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 


(415)986-0700 


CINCO DE MAYO 
CELEBRATION 


FOOD, DRINKS, 
MUSIC, & FUN 
ALL DAY LONG! 44 9TH STREET 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94103 
7 Bolsole!- Oke 


OPEN FOR LUNCH 


MARIACHIS 


MARIACHI TECALITLAN, AN ALL-FEMALE MARIACHI GROUP 


SERVING DINNER 


, , = | ; 
‘’ “ADI a LAC BYNN(ot=m-] = (0) 
i THEATRE FLEMENCO DANCE GROUP 


pat SALSA DANCING 


ORCHESTRA BORINQUEN, A 9-PIECE BAY AREA SALSA GROUP 
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Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
lanoterestaurant.com 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 

2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 

getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 


Cal Mart 


585 California St, San Francisco 


(4.15) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 


1550 California St, San Francisco 


luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 


clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisegrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 

385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 731-2400 

clayovensf.com 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


PAL i) | ee eS) ee Pe Tea 
|} 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


333 Bush =: 3242 22nd St. 
415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


[ The Castro 
415-252-1515 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


WATCH ALL 
YOUR FAVORITE 
MLB TEAMS 
ON OUR 
10 HD TWS 





415-550-7510 
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RIDIN’ ON THE FREEWAY OF LOVE IN A GOLDEN CADILLAC 


Poor Red’s Almanac 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Driving through the Sierra foot- 
hills on our way back from a wedding in 
Mammoth Lakes, my boyfriend and I 
turn off Highway 50 in Placerville. Our 
destination is Poor Red’s BAR-B-Q, a lo- 
cally famous El Dorado roadhouse that 
reopened last week after a hiatus of sev- 
eral years. Granted, it’s two-and-a-half 
hours east of San Francisco, but it’s only 
a 12-minute detour off the road to 
Tahoe, and fairly close to the Gold Coun- 
try wine region. 

It is also a jewel of roadside Amer- 
icana — with a history. Poor Red won 
the building — originally a stagecoach 
stop from the 1850s, and later a bar — 
in a game of dice in 1948. He and his 
wife, Rich Opal, sold barbecue out the 
back, and later passed the business on 
to their dishwasher, who sold it toa 
family that more or less ran it into the 
ground. 

“They didn’t pay their people, they 
didn’t pay their taxes, and they ended 
up spending a couple of years in jail,” 
Steve Anderly, the general manager, 
says. Just got out, as a matter of fact.” 

Have they been back in? 

“Not that we know of.” 

Poor Red’s owes its resurrection 
to two brothers named Mike and Jeff 
Genovese, who partnered with a chef 
from elsewhere in El Dorado County, 
and with Mike Hountalas, whose fami- 
ly owns the original Cliff House in San 
Francisco. Apart from that, everyone 
involved in the venture is local — 
which the locals seem to appreciate. 

“We opened on Tuesday,” Anderly 
says, and did about 20 percent more 
than we bargained for.” 

Poor Red and Rich Opal are com- 
memorated with icons on the bath- 
room doors — his is an “outhouse,” 
while hers is a “powder room” — and 
the décor is quirky in that organic, 
ineffable way that takes decades for 
a venue to accrue. The main building, 
ancient by California standards, is 
stone, with a big beer ad on an exterior 
wall. A four-masted model ship sits in 
the front window, made of glass bricks, 
and there’s a painting in a small dining 
room of dogs playing poker. One side 
of the bar is raised so that a row of 
drinkers presides over the place like 
the justices of the Supreme Court, and 
both of its long walls have weathered 
murals depicting El Dorado in olden 
days, complete with a whorehouse and 
what can really only be described as 
Chinese coolies working in the field. 

Everyone — patrons and staff — is 
eager to share trivia about the place’s 
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Roasted half chicken 


storied history. (The only tale I can’t 
glean any more information on is the 
rumor that Poor Red’s dog once ran for 
political office — and lost.) 

Slightly more salient than possibly 
made-up canine politicos is the fact 
that Poor Red’s claims to be the largest 
consumer of Galliano in the world. 
This one restaurant in El Dorado 
County, Calif., burns 
through approxi- 
mately three percent 
of the United States’ 
total consumption, 
because Poor Red’s is 
the birthplace of the 
Golden Cadillac. 

Let's not mince 
words: At one ounce 
each of Galliano, Bols White Créme de 
Cacao liqueur, and half-and-half, the 
milky, mild Golden Cadillac is neither 
a fashionable drink nor a particularly 
strong one. (The printed-out copy of an 
article celebrating its 60th anniversary 
that I’m handed calls it “not the most 
... nuanced drink” and a “when-in- 
Rome cocktail,” so I don’t feel rude for 
not loving it to death — although you 
do get a Champagne coupe to drink 
this blended wonder out of and a high- 
ball glass to refill it from, kind of like 
a Friendly’s Fribble). There are three 
other $8 house cocktails, all variations 
on the same créme-de-cacao-plus- 
cream-and-ice theme: the Brown Cow 


Poor Red’s BAR-B-Q 
6221 Pleasant Valley Rd., 


530-622-2901 or 
poorreds.com. 





(with Kahlua and Amaretto), the Grass 
Hopper (green Créme de Menthe), and 
the Pink Squirrel (Créme de Noyeaux). 

People from all over the Sierra foot- 
hills go to Poor Red’s, order a drink, 
and maybe play a game of cornhole 
outside on the patio while nodding 
along to country music with inarguable 
lyrics like “God is great, beer is good, 
people are crazy.” 

If it’s a Saturday 

or Sunday, there’s 
bound to be a large 
biker contingent 

— and observing 
these dudes in their 
leathers, sipping pis- 
tachio-hued Grass 
Hoppers out of 
coupes, is a sight. (If you'd rather have 
an upscale beer, Poor Red’s has Shock 
Top and Sculpin IPA on tap.) 

But drinking is only half the 
equation. The other half is barbecue, 
and Poor Red’s is nailing it. The ribs 
($19.95 for a half rack) are tender and 
moist, but the pulled pork sandwich 
(with a house barbecue sauce and on- 
ion strings on a brioche, $8.95) has the 
ideal texture and a deep smokiness. 

Be not afraid to gild the lily, either. 
The condiment caddies have A-1 steak 
sauce; throw some on the meat, and 
some hot sauce on the fries. All the 
meat is cooked on a wood-fired grill, 
and this kitchen knows how to batter 


El Dorado. 
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Peter Lawrence Kane 


onion rings so that when you bite into 
them, you don't tear the entire onion 
out. 

Considering that this is a barbecue 
joint, it’s surprising to see something 
as Zuni-esque as a roasted half chick- 
en ($17.95) on the menu — but the 
mélange of “West Slope herbs,” led 
by pleasantly astringent California 
bay, is like a local version of herbs de 
Provence. Plus it comes with that ulti- 
mate comfort, a baked potato. And at- 
tention must be paid to the existence, 
in 2016, of a $1.95 house salad. 

The dining room opens at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays, and while the scramble 
for a seat falls short of a melee, it’s 
evident that the hunger for Poor 
Red’s runs deep. The staff bellows out 
names — some of whom have been 
hanging around since 2:30 — and stag- 
ger tables so as not to overwhelm the 
kitchen, while a hapless hostess shouts 
driving directions into the phone. 

“We understand this is as much 
a responsibility as an opportunity,” 
Anderly says. “People in this area are 
emotionally connected to this place, 
so we tried to keep an eye on the tradi- 
tion and what makes this place great.” 

Last Saturday, its fifth night back in 
business, Poor Red’s sold 475 Golden 
Cadillacs. The wait for a table ap- 
proached two hours. 


pkane@sfweekly.com 
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APPRECIATION MONTH 


athilde, BISTRO 


Traditional french cuisine 
in the heart of SoMa! 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 Comme Chez Nous 
as you are at our home! 


has : - 


BRUNCH, LUNCH SUNDAYS MONDAYS bas TUESDAYS 
served the finest Cucina Toscana EARLY BIRD PRIX-FIXE VINCE LATEANO : DAVE BENDIGKEIT- AL MOLINA 
in the Bay Area. Famous for its 


& DINNER DOG HOUSE KEEPERS OF JAZZ 
home-cured prosciutto and the ) JAZZ JAM THE FLAME SEXTET 
freshest caught wild fish in the 


Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
| dining destination with great food, 

award-winning wine list, relaxed 

atmosphere and superb service. 


OTHER TUESDAYS FEATURE VARIOUS ARTISTS 


3 Days of the 
Best Bay Area 
Jazz Artists 
Presented by 
7 Mile House 
Every Week 
No Cover! 


2800 Bayshore Blvd., Brisbane, CA 


Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 


VAAN aCe) ada] elstelelaycaxie-lUl ec) almeelan 


KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM Ui = 


Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 

Pot Stickers 

Won Ton 


Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 


KING OF NOODLES 


—— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


4, “Classic pizza 
is done right eae 
at Long Bridge oe 
in Dogpatch” 


-SF Examiner # | 


2347 45rd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizza.com 


Mon-Fri: 11am-3pm & 5-9pm 
Sat: 12-9pm 


315 5TH STREET 


415-546-6128 





MATHILDESF.COM 


Great 
[Dy ahal.ar- hake Me aerere! 
Specials 
Everyday 


GO GIANTS! 


ua 
DEEP EDDY VODKA © 


just $5 during all 
Giants Games! 


415-467-2343 | 7milehouse.com 


Mon-Tues 11:30AM-10PM ¢ Wed 11:30AM-1AM ° Thurs 11:30-12AM 
Fri-Sat 11:30-1AM © Sun 10AM-8pm @ @ 


A San Francisco tradition 
since 1908 and a favorite 
of celebrities, this historic 
restaurant offers great 
Steaks and fresh seafood. 


John’s Grill was a setting 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, 
The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room. 


» 4 > | 
Zagat Rates John’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse 
in Downtown San Francisq@bd- 


(4715) 986-3274 www.JohnsGrill. com 
63 Ellis Street between Powell & Stockton 
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EXPLOSIVE NEVW5 


Siwy EF EKLY .COM faeldeeielsh | tie 


EXHIBITION THROUGH JUNE 14TH 


415.255.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST 





TL TEATRO SINGANI 


Gettin’ Drunk 
With: Steven 
Soderbergh 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Over oysters at Bergerac, 
Steven Soderbergh tells a small group of 
journalists that he’s impressed with how 
cocktail-centric San Francisco is. 

The director of films like sex, lies, 
and videotape, Ocean's Eleven, and Magic 
Mike, Soderbergh’s newest endeavor is 
Singani 63, a project dedicated to taking 
an unknown liquor and making it so 
well-known that he can purchase Rhode 
Island (or so says Singani 63’s website, 
anyway). He’s even got an explanatory 
pamphlet called Profiles in Pourage that 
imitates Profiles in Courage, John F. 
Kennedy’s similarly titled, biographical 
volume of senatorial bravery, right down 
to the typeface. (The 63 in Singani 63 
refers to Soderbergh’s birth year, which 
also happened to be JFK’s death year.) 

If you've never heard of it, singani 
is the national spirit of Bolivia. Pisco, 
which originates in neighboring Peru, 
is pretty close to a household word in 
booze-savvy San Francisco — there was 
a move a couple years ago to name Pisco 
Punch the city’s official cocktail — yet 
singani languishes in relative obscu- 
rity. While both spirits are commonly 
categorized as brandies, singani comes 
only from Muscat de Alexandria grapes 
grown in vineyards planted at 5,250 feet 
or higher in elevation, and only five or 
six companies produce it. It tastes like a 
mellow eau de vie without a fruit com- 
ponent, responds nicely to a single cube 
of ice, and has aromatics that open up 
the longer they’re allowed to breathe. 

It is not Pisco. In fact, a double-blind 
taste-test that “humiliated” a Pisco rep 
is a point of pride for Soderbergh, whose 
love affair with singani began when the 
Bolivian casting director on the movie 
Che gave him a bottle as a gift. He was 
instantly smitten. 

“My near-term goal was, ‘Can you get 
me enough to supply me and the camera 
department for the next five months?” 
he says. 

Collectively downing two bottles 
per night on location made working on 
the film “bearable.” Later, a three-hour 
meeting that Soderbergh refers to as “no 
pun intended, sobering” led to him drag- 
ging 250 cases of this 500-year-old spirit 
to a warehouse in New Jersey, initially 
assuming he would just give it away. (In 
the intense way he tells it, it sounds as if 
a caravan of pack mules trekked from La 
Paz to Hackensack.) 

Noting that he’s had “weird, good 
luck my whole life,” Soderbergh ob- 
served how impressed mixologist 
friends in Manhattan were with sin- 
gani’s versatility. They found they could 
swap it in for gin, vodka, tequila, or rum, 
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and one even made a Vieux Carré with it 
(a complex, multi-ingredient drink and 
a nod to the director’s native Louisiana). 
Here in San Francisco — where the 
filmmaker once briefly lived, right out of 
high school — Mo Hodges of Benjamin 
Cooper uses singani like a mezcal, calling 
it “the tofu of spirits.” 

When people who've already be- 
come rich and famous suddenly take an 
avid interest in a potentially lucrative 
enterprise unrelated to their core field, 
the question naturally arises: Is this a 
passion project or a toy? Soderbergh 
doesn’t so much answer that question 
as blow right through it, claiming to 
approach singani the same way he ap- 
proaches filmmaking. 

“Do your own thing your own way, 
and shit’ll just work out,” he says. “You 
can’t second-guess yourself or you won't 
know where north is. I’m just trying to 
keep my antenna up: What feels alive? 
Knowing what not to do is often the 
most important thing. The path be- 
comes obvious.” 

Soderbergh hasn't yet visited Singani 
63’s Muscat of Alexandria vineyards, but 
after a meeting with the vice president 
of Bolivia, a trip is planned for June. 

He already has licensing rights to every 
country except Bolivia, so at this point, 
the main structural obstacle is getting 
singani recognized as its own beverage 
category to help with spreading the 
word. Technically, the United States 
government is already party to an agree- 
ment obliging it to acknowledge the 
spirit as such, but “I spend more time 
telling people what it’s not — ‘cause 
they keep calling it a brandy — than 
what it is,” Soderbergh says. “Anybody 
who makes brandy would consider this 
unfinished, because it’s not aged.” 

Eventually we shift from Bergerac to 
Mourad — “where all the mixologists 
look like movie stars,” and where the 
tastier of the Singani 63 cocktails con- 
tains lemon, passion fruit, yuzu marma- 
lade, and Campari — and later to Benja- 
min Cooper. By that point, we've all had 
a few, and Soderbergh is speaking freely 
on any number of topics. 

On Michelin stars, he’s pretty acer- 
bic: “Let’s be clear: They made this shit 
up and now it’s empirical? It’s like the 
DSM manual. It’s like The New York 
Times and theater. Why are we giving 
them that power? Why are we ceding to 
them?” 

And on the use of antifreeze as a 
poisoning agent in true-crime stories, 
he makes no attempt to hide any ghoul- 
ish excitement: “It’s a terrible way to 
die. They had to make it taste bad! It’s 
terrible — the spouse is just watching it 
happen!” 

We're drunk enough that even after 
that, no one looks askance at the glass 
they’re holding, which is certainly an 
endorsement of sorts. And Soderbergh’s 
confidence is infectious. But the pre- 
sumed success of Singani 63 has opened 
the spigot of unsolicited advice. People 
are urging him to look into distilling 
gins derived from acai and quinoa, but 
he’s not having any of that. 

“Slow the fuck down,” he says. “I 
don’t need a portfolio.” 








SFWEEKLY.COM 


45 Powe tt St/ S25 Sutter St 
vl 5- : $¢-s33395 


GOLDEN GATE BAR M CALL 
TAP ROO 
New Qren 

Chee JOO Picors 


SHUF FLESDAAD 
SHEEBSALL* POO! 
FOOSBALL 
OPER 1IOAB TO 2AM CVERYOAY 


OFF 
| DRAFT BEER 
HAPPY HOUSE 


SFWEEKLY.COM 












Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 49m / Dinner nightly 50m-1am 
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‘LIFE GOT REAL’ 





Welcome The Darkness 


By Jessie Schiewe 


Sometime toward the end of last 
year, Bleached’s singer-songwriter Jen- 
nifer Clavin and her friends wandered 
around Echo Park Lake in Los Angeles — 
after eating psychedelic mushrooms. It 
was around 9 a.m., and the park in 
northeast L.A. was already bustling with 
activity. 

Geese patrolled the sloping hills 
for crumbs and leftovers, as vendors 
hawking corn-on-the-cob and ba- 
con-wrapped hot dogs started setting 
up shop for the day. Hipsters seeking 
cold-brew iced coffee and $3 dog treats 
waited in line in front of the cafe at the 
boathouse, and mothers in floppy hats 
pushed strollers around the lotus-filled 
lake. 

Their senses heightened from the 
psilocybin, Clavin and her friends wan- 
dered the one-mile perimeter of the 
man-made lake, fascinated by the com- 
motion and bizarre cast of characters. 

“It’s really insane being on mush- 
rooms at that time of day at that 
location,” Clavin said in a drawling, 
extended vocal fry. 

The morning peaked when they 
stumbled upon a couple handing out 
free zines with cut-and-paste text and 
imagery about Jesus. As Clavin flipped 
through one, she noticed a page embla- 
zoned with the phrase “Welcome The 
Worms.” And she laughed. Through her 
magic mushroom-fogged brain, she 
knew she had just found the title for 
her band’s upcoming album. 

“T was like, “Holy fuck. That totally 
explains this album to me, ” she says. 
“It was so ridiculous, but I knew I had 
to use it.” 

Welcome The Worms, Bleached’s 
upbeat second album of pop-rock, was 
released on April 1. Though it is sprin- 
kled with hints of punk and heaps of 
guitar, its instrumentals — created by 
bassist Micayla Grace and guitarist Jes- 
sica Clavin, Jennifer’s younger sister 
— belie the album’s dark origins. 

Throughout the entirety of the 
writing and recording process, the 
Clavin sisters struggled with their own 
personal dramas. Evicted from her Los 
Angeles apartment, Jessica started 
living in her windowless practice space. 
Meanwhile, Jennifer, who had been 
in a long-term, emotionally abusive 
relationship, was struggling with de- 
pression and a crippling addiction to 
drugs and alcohol. She would stay up 
all night partying and taking drugs 
and then roll into the studio the next 
day high and exhausted. Said Jennifer: 


7 


“Life got real.” 

By the time the album was finished 
in mid-2015, both sisters had mirac- 
ulously sorted their lives out. Jessica 
was no longer homeless, and Jennifer, 
realizing how far she'd plummeted, got 
clean with help from her friends and 
family. 

Welcome The Worms is a reflection of 
this tumultuous period and is self-de- 
scribed as the band’s most personal 
and introspective work to date. 

“It’s about embracing the dark side 
of life and realizing that without the 
bad, we wouldn’t know when things 
were good,” Jennifer said. “It’s about 
accepting that people you love will 
pass away, your pet will die, you'll get a 
parking ticket, and you'll have a pimple 
on the day of your first date. That’s just 
part of life and it’s all beautiful.” 

Jennifer and Jessica grew up in 
Northridge, an L.A. neighborhood 
in the San Fernando Valley about 20 
miles north of downtown. The sisters 
started playing bass and guitar at 
a young age and credit living in the 
suburbs with their early dedication to 
music. 

“T feel like the isolation made Jen 
and I play music all day because we 
didn’t have cars and we didn't have 
anywhere to go,” Jessica said. “So we'd 
just sit in our garage and play.” 
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In 2003, when they were 13 and 15 
years old, they started a garage-punk 
band called Mika Miko that became 
so successful — landing them copious 
mentions in music publications, a 
cameo in a documentary, and tours 
in Europe and Japan — that Jessica 
dropped out of high school. (Jennifer 
had already graduated.) For seven 
years Mika Miko operated as a quintet 
until the other members of the band 
decided they wanted to do other things 
with their lives, like attend college. 

It was then that the sisters realized 
they wanted to dedicate their lives to 
music. 

“When I was younger, I was never 
like, ‘One day, I’m going to be in a rock 
‘n’ roll band, ” Jennifer said. “But after 
Mika Miko broke up, I was like, “Wait, 
this is what I want to do: play music.’ ” 

Looking back on Mika Miko, the 
Clavins are grateful that they had 
the chance to figure out their sound 
and try new things before starting 
Bleached. 

Jennifer: “We always say, ‘Everyone 
needs their first band.’ ” 

Jessica: “Yeah, if we never broke up, 
I would feel like I was still dating my 
first boyfriend.” 

In addition to Welcome The Worms 
and the band’s upcoming tour (their 
first in two years), 2016 has marked 





Nicole Anne Robbins 


another milestone for Bleached: They 
now have their own set of emojis. For 
$1.99, fans have their choice of 30 
different Bleached-themed emoticons 
that include the faces of both sisters, 
as well as Grace’s, a heart-shaped pep- 
peroni pizza, heart-shaped sunglasses, 
electric guitars, black hearts, and five 
black poodles. 

Though it wasn't their idea — the 
band was approached by the company 
Emoji Fame — it came at just the right 
time. Not only was their album about 
to drop, but Jessica, who had previ- 
ously only owned a flip phone, had just 
purchased her first smartphone. 

“T remember when I didn’t have an 
iPhone, the one thing I really wanted 
was to be able to type emojis,” said 
Jessica, who went from being the 
bandmate with the most rudimentary 
phone to the one with the newest, 
most up-to-date phone. “So when they 
came to us with the idea, I was like, 
‘OMG, yes.” 


Bleached plays with No Parents 


at 9p.m., Monday, May 2, at Bottom 
of the Hill. $15; bottomofthehill.com. 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 
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‘WE'VE BEEN REALLY LUCKY’ 





By Jessie Schiewe 


Zach Schwartz is tired. 

The frontman and founder of the 
indie rock band Rogue Wave returned 
home from a rehearsal in Oakland a 
few hours before dawn, and only got 
three hours of sleep before his two- 
year-old woke him up. 

Commuting can do that. 

It’s been five years since Schwartz 
and his wife relocated to Marin from 
Oakland. But his studio, as well as his 
bandmates, are still in the East Bay. 
Driving more than 40 miles a day has 
since become his norm. But he main- 
tains that the move was still worth it. 

Though Schwartz lived in the heart 
of hipster-friendly Temescal, his neigh- 
borhood wasn’t as nice as it seemed. 
Gunshots abounded and slashed tires 
weren't unusual. A few years ago, a 
man walking home from work was 
stabbed to death on Schwartz’s block, 
and his neighbor was a known drug 
dealer. 

San Rafael, on the other hand, is 
safer and more beautiful, and has bet- 
ter schools. 

“You start to think differently once 
youre a father,” he says. “And I knew 
there was a better option for us out 
there.” 

Long before Schwartz was either 
a husband or a father, he worked as a 
web developer in San Francisco while 
playing guitar for a number of local 
bands. 

“T played like every club in the Bay 
Area, but no one would know the 
bands because no one would ever come 
see us, he says. 

Laid off after the company he 
worked for was sold in 2002, Schwartz 
decided to use his newfound freedom 
to launch his solo music career. He 
bought a one-way ticket to New York 
with the intention of recording a 
few demos with a producer/engineer 
friend. When he returned a month lat- 
er with an album’s worth of material, 
he was ready to start his band. 

Rogue Wave released its lo-fi debut 
album Out of the Shadow in July 2004, 
and has followed it with two EPs and 
five albums, including the band’s April 
release, Delusions of Grand Fur. Despite 
an ever-changing roster — as many as 
13 different musicians have come and 
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gone — Rogue Wave has consistently 
churned out jangly indie-rock ballads 
that have proven to be immensely pop- 
ular in the industry. The band’s songs 
have been used in countless commer- 
cials and in more than 20 films and TV 
shows, including The Vampire Diaries, 
Scrubs, The O.C., Napoleon Dynamite, 
Iron Man 3, and (500) Days of Summer. 
Rogue Wave even had a cameo appear- 
ance in the 2009 Jennifer Aniston 

film Just Friends — an opportunity, 
Schwartz says, that “just happened” 
after they went on tour with sing- 
er-songwriter Jack Johnson. 

“We've been really lucky because 
if you want to be honest about the 
modern realities of the music business, 
that’s the only way any band makes 
money,” he says. “There’s no other real 
means unless you're touring 280 days 
of the year or if you have some crazy 
runaway hit single.” 

The money Rogue Wave has made 
through licensing — the band’s “life- 
blood,” Schwartz says — has allowed 
him to take his time between releas- 
es, as well as keep the band afloat in 
times of need, such as when one of the 
band members died in 2007 or when 
Schwartz was temporarily paralyzed in 
2009 due to slipped discs. 

These hardships are reflected in 


their music. 

“We're not selling happy times,” he 
says. “That’s a misconception of our 
band. There are other emotions that 
we put forth in our music.” 

Before the release of Delusions of 
Grand Fur, Rogue Wave had been on 
hiatus for three years after Schwartz’s 
son was born. Schwartz and Patrick 
Spurgeon, Rogue Wave’s drummer and 
only other original member, began 
working on the album around 2014 
using voice memos that Schwartz had 
recorded into his phone as rubrics. The 
album was created “piecemeal” and 
“on the fly” over the course of a year 
through various studio sessions be- 
tween the two of them. 

“It was just me and Pat in the studio 
with drums and a synth or a piano, 
starting with an idea for a song and 
then building it until it was done,” he 
says. When you have your own studio, 
you can really take your time.” 

As is characteristic of the band, 
Rogue Wave used a number of bizarre 
recording techniques to attain the 
album’s mix of high-fidelity and low-fi- 
delity soundscapes. Broken children’s 
toys, like Fisher Price’s 1970s chiming 
Happy Apple, were used in place of 
tambourines, and the band incor- 
porated analog equipment like tape 


of Grandeur Become Reality 


Rogue Wave 
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machines. Schwartz also combined 
recordings he'd made using both a pro- 
fessional microphone and an iPhone to 
give tracks depth and texture. 

“You can do that when you're in the 
comfort of your own space and have all 
your stuff with you,” he says. “I think 
our band is at our best when we are 
unafraid to use very unprofessional 
means to get our point across.” 

The only problem with the new al- 
bum is learning how to play the tracks 
live. Because the album was recorded 
in isolation by only two members, 
Schwartz must now figure out how to 
reproduce it with the full five-piece 
band. 

“So that’s what we’re trying to 
figure out now: How to play the songs 
like we recorded them,” he says. “Who 
knows what’s going to happen at this 
point?” 


Rogue Wave play with White Cloud 


at 9p.m., Saturday, May 7, 
at The Independent. $26; 
theindependentsf.com. 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 


Make-Out Room 
& 


THURS APR 28 7PM FREE 


DJ CYNDI G 


THIRSTDAY THURSDAY! 
ROCK, POP, GLAM, JAMS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


GLAM NIGHT 
70S GLAM, BUBBLEGUM, PROTOPUNK & 
HIGH ENERGY ROCK N’ ROLL! 
DJS MEDIUM RARE 
& OMAR PEREZ 


FRI APR 29 GPM FREE 
HAPPY HOUR DJS TBD 


FOLLOWING AT10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


LAST NITE 
2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 
POST PUNK, DANCE PUNK, FREAK FOLK, 
SYNTH POP, NU RAVE, CHILL-WAVE 
DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE! 


SL ed 


DJ RATON ROSE 


ROCK N ROLL AND GLAM FROM 
THE 50S T0 80S 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN MAY 1 6:30PM - 10PM $8 
LOVING CUP PRESENTS 


SMOKING ZIGGURATS 


Hi LO HA (RECORD RELEASE) 
MAYYA & THE REVOLUTIONARY HELL YEAH 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON MAY 2 8PM FREE 


THE MONDAY MAKE-OUT 


THE CUTTING EDGE OF BAY AREA JAZZ AND IMPROVISED MUSIC 
e ACKLEY/HAMMOND/WALTON TRIO ¢ ZE BIB! 
e JAKOB PEK ENSEMBLE 


TUES MAY 3 6PM FREE 


ARCHIVE FEVER! 


HAPPY HOURS WITH DJ ANDY! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 





WED, MAY 2 


NYLON PRESENTS: 


ROGn EY 


FRI, MAY 6 


DUMPSTAPHUNK 
7COME11 


SAT, MAY 7 
ROGUE WAVE 
WHITE CLOUD 

SUN, MAY 8 
GIVERS 

ANNA WISE 

TUE, MAY 10 


ELLIPHANT 


FRI, MAY 13 
EPRELEASE SHOW 


ADAM VIDA (FKA A-1) 


MIKOS DA GAWD, RICHIE CUNNING, 


DREGS ONE, HOSTED BY EQUIPTO 
SUN, MAY 15 


BOB MOULD 
MIKE KROL 


TUE, MAY 17 


DAMIEN JURADO 
& THE HEAVY LIGHT 
BEN ABRAHAM 


WED, MAY 18 


VETIVER 
TALL TALES AND THE SILVER LINING 


THU, MAY 19 


FRUIT BATS 
KYLE CRAFT 


TUE, MAY 24 
BLONDE REDHEAD 


THU, MAY 26 


ODDISEE 
FLAVR BLUE 


WED, JUN 1 
DIGITALISM 


628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 


OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRID 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ / 
PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT - APECONCERTS.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTSF 
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AY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


@INDYSF ie THEINDEPENDENTSF 








SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Top Five Parties 
This Week 


By Chris Zaldua 


Electronic music has always 
had an image problem. Born of — and 
often written for — the dance floor and 
the club, establishmentarians often dis- 
miss electronic music as purely func- 
tional, not to be taken as seriously as 
“Music” with a capital “M.” Neverthe- 
less, high-minded electronic music has 
always existed, and Floating Points is 
its newest and most visible evangelist. 
Floating Points’ feet are planted 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Brouhaha featuring Chrissy and Ghosts 
of Venice at The Basement, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m. Friday, April 29. Free before 10 
p.m., $10 after; thebasementsf.com 

It's easy to sum up Chicago DJ/producer 
Chrissy in a single word: versatile. His 
Career began more than a decade ago, as 
Murderbot, with a 12-inch of pitch-perfect 
jungle revivalism. Then he became Chrissy 
Murderbot, and was one of the first to 
spread the gospel of Chicago footwork 
around the world. These days, he’s just 
Chrissy, a brilliant and underrated selector 
who trades in disco edits and high-energy 
house. LA disco obsessive Ghosts of 
Venice joins him. 


Monarch presents Cassy and Mozhgan 
at Monarch, 9 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, April 
29. $15-$20; monarchsf.com 

Here's a particularly inspired pairing of 
two DJs (both ladies, coincidentally) who 
consistently defy expectations. Cassy, 
former resident at Berlin's Panorama Bar, 
has been DJing since the early aughts and 
began her career as a vocalist on other 
productions. She's often thought of as a 
“minimal” DJ, but her range extends well 
beyond into nervous, eccentric techno 
and classic deep house. Local selector 
Mozhgan, meanwhile, makes disco sound 
ominous while playing up the funk 
inherent in industrial and acid house. 


As You Like It presents Voices From 
The Lake at The Midway, 9 p.m.-4 

a.m. Saturday, April 30. $20-$25; 
themidwaysf.com 

Voices From The Lake (aka Italian 
extraterrestrial techno conjurors Donato 
Dozzy and Neel) are, without doubt, some 
of the foremost live electronic musicians 
in the world. The pair work in two distinct 
modes. On record, they craft long-form 
ambient techno designed to lull the 
listener into hypnotic bliss. Live, they go 
full throttle, unleashing a psychedelic 
techno onslaught, improvising for hours 
on end. Supporting is Christina Chatfield, 
local acid techno specialist, and The 
Bunker New York's Bryan Kasenic. 
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firmly on the dance floor: His dis- 
cography, stretching back to 2009, is 
comprised almost entirely of 12-inch 
singles that delicately and skillfully 
blend deep house and delicate techno 
with jazz influences and flourishes. 
Late last year came his debut album, 
Elaenia, which turned the equation 
upside down — it’s a brilliant jazz 
record that just so happens to be 
composed primarily with electronics. 
More than an album, it feels like a 
statement of purpose. 

Along with the album came a new 
live performance featuring a full 
band. On Friday, he debuts this per- 
formance in San Francisco. If it’s even 
half as sublime as the record, it will be 
one for the ages. 


Lights Down Low presents Fort Romeau 
at Monarch, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, 
April 30. $10-$20; monarchsf.com 

It's no secret, but it bears restating: Disco 
is forever. The ancestor of all modern 
dance music has lately been reappearing 
in some very interesting ways. A crop of 
new producers from the U.K., Australia, 
and the U.S. have moved beyond merely 
Sampling disco classics toward using 

its DNA in whole-cloth new productions. 
London's Fort Romeau stands out 
amongst this cohort, crafting easy-going 
house music that wears its disco roots on 
its sleeve - to fine effect. 


BEZIER 

Synthpop, generally, isn’t high- 
minded music. To most, “synthpop” con- 
jures up images of silly hair, stretch 
neon, and’80s revivalism — fun, but 
not to be taken seriously. And then 
there’s Bézier, the musical alter ego of 
San Francisco artist and DJ Robert 
Yang, here to prove that’s all wrong. 

When I ask Yang to describe the 
influences animating the project, he 
speaks volumes: “I tend to think about 
things that are under the surface and 
open to interpretation and imagina- 
tion. I focus on depth, movement, and 
ecosystems. My first record, Ensconced, 
looked at water motifs, celestial sym- 
bolism, secrecy and hidden agendas. 
The second, Telomeres, spoke about 
methods, processes, analysis, test 
tubes, beakers, centrifuges, and steel.” 

Hardly your usual themes for syn- 
thpop, but then, Bézier is not your 
usual synthpop artist. “Synthpop,” in 
fact, doesn’t cut it — Bézier’s music is 
entirely instrumental, and although 
it’s retro-inspired, it’s decidedly not 
throwback music. “I use old, vintage 
equipment, which sets me up fora 
‘retro’ sound,” Yang tells me. “But to 
avoid it, I try and acknowledge the 
cliches in songwriting and figure out 
how to deconstruct them — turning 
melodies into gags, or maybe a kind of 
punchline.” 








Floating Points 


Another Planet Entertainment 
presents Floating Points 

at Mezzanine, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday, 
April 29. $20+; mezzaninesf.com 


Listening to his music, it’s easy to 
hear what he’s talking about. “Silhou- 
ette,” from his first record Ensconced, 
sounds like a debut single, but instead 
of harmonized vocals and a typical 
structure, it features melancholy, 
sing-song synths cascading above a 
steady, plodding beat. It’s synthpop 
to be sure, but Tears For Fears it ain’t 
— it feels simultaneously timeless 
and time-out-of-place, an intoxicating 
combination. 

Last year, Yang released Mina, 

a single by the newly rejuvenated 
Honey Soundsystem (Yang is a core 
member of the four-man crew). The 
eight-minute long title track is like 
nothing he’s released yet, combining 
videogame-flavored sound design with 
dancefloor-friendly structure and live 
drumming, marking a real evolution in 
the Bézier style. “Mina is the sum of all 
my previous musical experiences start- 
ing to coalesce,” Yang says. “Writing 
music [for my previous two records, | 

I wanted to write experimental pop 
songs, using a minimal setup and 

live takes. As I became more intimate 
with my equipment, I wanted to focus 
on dancefloor compositions without 
sacrificing the spirit of the two records 
that came before. Mina is the result,” 
he explains. 

Yang is also a remarkable live 
performer. When he learned how to 
play improvisational jazz as a kid, his 
instructor would “prompt [him] on 
the spot to construct melodies and 
solos.” Yang tries to mimic this vein of 
improvisation when he performs, by 
creating “a framework fluid enough to 
allow [him] to make decisions quickly, 
riffing on ideas.” The result allows him 
to test out new ideas and gauge crowd 
reactions to new work while remaining 
playful. 

Coming next is a new record for 
Honey Soundsystem, entitled Cosmol- 
ogist, followed by a 12-inch single on 
Dark Entries. For those interested in 
the outer reaches of electronic pop mu- 
sic, look no further than Bézier. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, APRIL 28 


Diego's Umbrella: W/ Zach Deputy, 9 p.m., $21. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Jamestown Revival: W/ Aubrie Sellers, 8 p.m., 
Sold Out. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Pokey LaFarge: W/ The Cactus Blossoms, 8 
p.m., $22.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-346-6000. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 29 


Black Mountain: W/ Marissa Nadler, 9 p.m., 
$18-$20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Holy Holy: Celebrating David Bowie. W/ Jessica 
Morgan, 8 p.m., $30. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

The Sam Chase & The Untraditional: W/ Dead 
Winter Carpenters, Marty O'Reilly and The 
Old Soul Orchestra, 8 p.m., $15. Great Amer- 
ican Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
415-885-0750. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30 


As You Like It: W/ The Bunker New York, Voices 
From The Lake., 9 p.m., $15-$20. The Midway, 
900 Marin, San Francisco. 

DJ Snake & Tchami: W/ Mercer Malaa, 8 p.m., 
Sold Out. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 
Grove, San Francisco, 510-548-3010. 

Notes & Words: A Benefit for UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospital Oakland. Featuring The 
Stone Foxes, BJ Novak, Dave Eggers and 
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THURSDAY 28 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Vandella, w/ We Arsons, Jeremy 
Lyon, 9 p.m., $10. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-649- 
6191. Amy Obenski, CD & Coloring Book Release 
Party w/ David Colén, 8-11:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Sweet Talk, Thu., 
April 28, 10 p.m.; Sun., May 8, 10 p.m.; Thu., 
May 12, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. Thursday Thirstday, w/ DJ Cyndi 
GG. Rock, pop, glam, jams., 7-9:30 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. Daytime Nightlife, w/ Noble 
Savages, Coast Tribe, 8 p.m., $7 - $10; Daytime 


Kelly Corrigan., 8 p.m., $100-$500. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

Rudy Colombini & The Unauthorized Rolling 
Stones: W/ Serf & James, Unlikely Heroes, 
7:30 p.m., $20-$25. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 415- 
885-0750. 

Thao & The Get Down Stay Down: W/ Sera- 
tones, 9 p.m., $22.50. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

The Avett Brothers: W/ The Milk Carton Kids, 
8 p.m., $49.50. Greek Theatre, Hearst Ave. 
& Gayley Road, Berkeley, 510-809-0100. 


SUNDAY, MAY 1 


The Gazette: 8 p.m., $50-$200. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-5716. 

Gin Wigmore: W/ Matthew Santos, 8 p.m., 
$18. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Tortoise: W/ Life Coach, 8 p.m., $20. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750. 


MONDAY, MAY 2 


Apocalyptica: W/ 10 Years, Failure Anthem, 8 
p.m., $29.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-346-6000. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 


Rooney: W/ Deep Sea Diver, Wild Wild Horses, 
8 p.m., $16-$18. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


Nightlife, w/ Noble Savages, and Coast Tribe, 8 
p.m.-midnight, $7-$10. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-861-5016. Grouper, w/ Danny Paul 
Grody, visuals by Paul Clipson, 7 & 10 p.m., 
Sold Out. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “'Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ 
Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“My So-Called Night," ‘90s dance party with VJs 
Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. “Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident DJs 
Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Class of ‘84, w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 
p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www.face- 
book.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at-Cat- 
Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. "X0," 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/PartyX0. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm 
DJs spina variety of tunes including indie rock, 
garage, electronic music, and more., 9 p.m., 
Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“HHomo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 
facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978-9942. 
“Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. “Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & Landol, 
10 p.m.., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
9294. ‘‘Peaches," w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 
p.m., free, facebook.com/peachesladydjcrew. 

Social Hall SF: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-5716. Kottonmouth Kings, w/ 
Whitney Peyton, Chucky Chuck, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415-648- 
1047. Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Jam Session, 
Last Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
415-831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 
Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
151-1122. Tipsy House, fourth Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco, 
415-398-0850. Free Live Jazz Music, Join us 
every Wednesday & Thursday evening for a free 
Jazz show by local Bay Area musicians. Shows 
start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, drinks & Jazz., 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 p.m. Continues 
through June 1, Free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Justin Rock Trio, Thu., April 28, 7-10 p.m., 
Free; Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-866/. Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 
Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free; Daniel Bennett, 
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Album release concert., 8-11 p.m., Free, www. 
zingari.com/daniel-bennett-group.html. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-646-0018. Flamenco Fusion World 
Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Terrie Odabi, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. 
G.G. Amos, fourth Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 
Slim’s: 333 Tith St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
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The P's & Q's, w/ Shiloh & The Sun, Old Belle, The 
Bluegrass Revolution, Hey Babes, 8 p.m., $13. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 
415-255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., 
$6-$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


FRIDAY 29 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Panic Is Perfect, w/ Abbott Kinney 
& Future Shapes., 8:30-11:45 p.m., $12. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
The Movement, w/ lya Terra, Wheeland Brothers, 
9 p.m., $15. 


Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-861-5016. Humans, w/ Manics, Niteppl, 
8:30 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. Boy Bar," 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. “F.T.S.: For the Story,"’ 10 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Flight Fridays," 10 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Last Nite: A 2000s Indie Dance 
Party,’ w/ DJs Jamie Jams & Emdee, second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m.,; Fri., April 29, 10 
p.m., $5-$10, lastnite0Os.com. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 415-625- 
8880. Floating Points, w/ Idris Ackamoor & The 
Pyramids, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 
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Pop, Reggae Fusion 


OMI 


8 p.m., Friday, April 

29, at The Regency 
Ballroom. $33.50-$36; 
theregencyballroom.com 


I’m not a cheerleader. (I never 
was, nor did I want to be one.) 
But I’m still a fan of Jamaican 
singer OMI's 2015 worldwide 
hit, “Cheerleader.” Not only is 
the tropical, poppy melody — 
with its trumpet, piano, and 
conga beat — completely in- 
fectious, but the lyrics are 
clever, too. Because: guess 
what? The song is actually not 
about a cheerleader — at least 
not in the typical sense. For 
OMI, the word “cheerleader” is 
a means of describing his lover, 
who is strong, motivational, 
and “always right there when | 
need her.” The fact that he de- 
scribes (and appreciates) his 


girl as such, without adding any references to her body or sexual capabilities, is 
such a sad rarity in today’s pop music that I simply had to like it. OMI also sings 
about how other girls try to bait him to cheat, but he dismisses them because 
he’s already taken. As a woman, it would be hard not to like this song — at least 
lyrically. Not only does it promote staying faithful to your lover, but it celebrates 
women for qualities that are beyond just their body and beauty. Fun fact: OMI 
originally wrote the song in Jamaica in 2008, but it wasn’t until 2015, after 
spreading worldwide and ranking on a number of international charts, that it 
reached the No. 11 spot on Billboards Hot 100. Jessie Schiewe 
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Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-825-0338. 
“OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Club Raven," Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. 
Free before 1lpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, 415-431- 
1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www.ravenbarsf. 
com/. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978-9942. 
“Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo," w/ 
Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black Market Jazz 
Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 
Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. ‘Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa 
& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 
DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Tia Carroll Birthday Bash, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $20. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 415-701-1300. 
Friday Night Blues, weekly blues dance lessons 
and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, sundownblues.com/ 
friday-night-blues.html. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441-4099. 
Allister Peera Blues Band, Last Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Jan Fanucchi, Last Friday of every 
month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for 
Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 


SATURDAY 30 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. The Mutants, w/ Roy Loney & 
The Phantom Movers, Apogee Sound Club, 9 
p.m., $12. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
550-6994. The 4/30 Rager, w/ Doctor Striker, 
Friends W/O Benefits, Rebel Rebel, RZN8R., 
8:30 p.m., $10, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/567422903425993/. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. DJ Raton Rose, Rock n Roll and 
Glam from the 50's to 80's, 6-10 p.m., Free. 

Mariposa Hunters Point Yacht Club: 405 Terry A. 
Francois, San Francisco, 415-495-9344. Rock the 
Dock, w/ The Blondies, Clumsy, and Kamikaze 
Palm Tree. Benefitting World Music at the School 
of the Arts!., 7-11 p.m., $5-$15. 


DANCE 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20, bootiesf. 
com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m., 
empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646- 
0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibizadayclub.com. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621- 
6087. Holy Cow Saturday, Enjoy your favorite 
Hip Hop & Club Hits at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Bounce!," 9 p.m., $3. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
6623. “Dark Room,” Last Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., facebook.com/DarkRoomSF. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415- 
584-4445. 80's and 90's Throwback Party, w/ 
DJs and MCs., 9 p.m., Free. 





1015.€0o0m 


HIP-HOP 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. “Perfect Saturdays,’ w/ DJs Beat Thoz & 
MoMix, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415-648- 
1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Damir, 8 p.m. 

Exit Theatre: 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 415-673- 
3847. Songwriter Saturdays, hosted by Melissa 
Lyn, Last Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., 
free/donation, songwritersaturdays.com. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 


“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM ‘til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS/$4 DRAFTS/S3 PBR/S$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY APR 28 $5 ADV 





feat. 
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FRIDAY APR 29 $10 ADV 
FREEE before 9:00pm (9pm - 2:45am) 


(Fillmore Nasty Funk) 


& 
SATURDAY APR 30 $10 ADV 
(FRO) 
= 


SUNDAY MAY 1 FREEE PARTY! 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 


THURSDAY MAY 5 $7 ADV 


w/ 


-- 


Boom Boom Room Presents 


@ NOLA Jazz Fest 2016 
ALL OF OUR SHOWS THIS YEAR 
ARE @ ONE EYED JACKS, 
DRAGON’S DEN, and MAISON 
April 21 - 29 
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THE WARFIELD 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
982 MARKET STREET 
WARRIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 104M - 4PM 


ANDREW DICE CLAY 


Hig. Ne 
4.30 HATSUNE MIKU 
ANAMANAGUCHI 


5.15 AN AFTERNOON WITH 
MICHAEL MOORE 


5.20 AMON AMARTH 
ENTOMBED A.D. * EXMORTUS 


5.21 MAC DEMARCO 
JAMES FERRARO 
CHARLIE HILTON 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1760 VAN NESS ar SUTTER 


ON SALE FRIDAY: 
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JUNE 10 
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THE MENZINGERS 
SORORITY NOISE 


SEPTEMBER 4 
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A TRIBUTE TO BIG PUN 


MAY 15 


THE GAZETTE 


BEHEMOTH 
MYRKUR 
MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK 


THE SPILL CANVAS 
MICROWAVE 
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WE CAME AS ROMANS 
MISS MAY | + FOR TODAY 


HATEBREED 
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Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert 
Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


J65 Ciub 
NES COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANOSDOL 
1478) 474-0068 / WW BIMIBOS 2850.08 COM 


FRIDAY APRIL 29 * 522 +21 & UP 


FOREVERLAND 


NEON VELVET 
WED MAY 11+ S20+ 18 & UP 


LOU DOILLON 


PRI MAY 20 & SAT MAY 21 =S25*21 & UP 


TAINTED LOVE 


SAT 5/21: JOYRIDE 
WED MAY 25* 528+ 21 & UP 


THE JAMES 
enter SIX 
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1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-991- 
1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango lesson 
(free dance after 1p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 415-392- 
6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 

Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 
p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco, 415-362-5125. 
Native Elements, Last Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $10-$15, native-elements.com. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Earl Thomas & The Blues Am- 
bassadors, Last Saturday of every month, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Ron Hacker, Last Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


R&B 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Niki J. Crawford, 9 
p.m., $7-$10. 


KING GIZZARD 
7 LIZARD WIZARD 


ATO RECORDS 


KING GIZZARD & ] 98 
THE LIZARD WIZARD cD 


Nonagon Infinity 


Coming only 6 months after the.softer, folksy Paper Mache Dream 
Balloon, Nonagon Infinity finds King Gizzard & The Lizard Wizard returning 
to form on this relentless psychedelic shred fest. The brand new album 
from the Aussie rockers consists of 9 interconnected tracks that comprise 
an infinite loop of music. Enter the nonagon if you dare. LP: $17.98 


.* 


SALE ENDS 
5/26/16 


AMOEBA MUSIC * AMOEBA.COM 
1855 HAIGHT ST. + SAN FRANCISCO - (415) 831-1200 
2055 TELEGRAPH AVE. « BERKELEY - (510) 549-1125 


a SUY-SELL-TRADE U's, COs. MOVIES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PID W CASH OF TRADE! 
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Classical 





Gregory Goode 


CYPRESS STRING QUARTET 


Starts at 11:30.a.m. on Wednesday, May 4 at St. Anthony’s Dining 
Room and continues to Thursday, May 19 in various locations. Free; 
cypressquartet.com/beethoven-in-the-city. 


On November 9, 1822, Prince Nicholas Galitzine of Russia sent a letter to Bee- 
thoven asking for three string quartets at a price “you think proper.” More than 
two months later, Beethoven wrote back, accepting the commission and quot- 
ing each opus at 50 ducats. Though this wasn’t Beethoven's first string quartet, 
it was in this later period of his life — he died in 1827 — that he wrote the bulk 
of them, while occasionally ill and bedridden. As happens all too often with 
great works, they were largely dismissed during Beethoven’s time. Now, the 
string quartets are some of his best-known compositions. In celebration of its 
20th season, the Cypress String Quartet will be playing a series of free, pop-up 
concerts — called “Beethoven in the City” — throughout San Francisco for two 
weeks in May. You can catch them at Sutro Baths, Bernal Heights Library, San 
Francisco General Hospital, the Yerba Buena Gardens Festival, Jane Warner 
Plaza at Castro Plaza, and a number of other locations. Jessie Schiewe 


SOUL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. The Hitsville Soul Sisters, w/ The 
Optimystics, 9 p.m., $10 - $12. 

Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
The Slackers, w/ Viernes 13, Monkey, DJ Another 
Jerk, DJ Big Dwayne, 9 p.m., $16. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-861-5016. Shamir, w/ Nylo, 8:30 
p.m., $25. 


SUNDAY 1 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Har Mar Superstar, w/ White Fang, 
Modern Limbs, 8 p.m., $15-$18. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-551- 
5157. Travis Hayes, 8-11 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. Schlotman, w/ The City Hall, The 
Co-Founder, The Jerfs, 8 p.m., $7 - $10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Big Top," 9 p.m., free. 
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The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. “Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788. ‘Dub Mission,” Sunday night excursions 
into the echo-drenched outer realms of dub 
with resident DJ Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free 

before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646- 
0999. “Sundaze,” 1 p.m., free before 3 p.m; 
“BoomBox,’ first Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 
10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/BounceSundays. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880. “Time Machine,” w/ DJ Rotten Robbie, 
first Sunday of every month, 6 p.m., $5 after 
7 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 
p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Landol & 
Natural, 10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325. 
“Swagger Like Us,” w/ resident DJs davO & 
boy_friend, first Sunday of every month, 2 p.m., 
swaggersf.com. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415-615- 
0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
751-1122. Seisitin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. The Hot Baked Goods, first Sunday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free; Kally Price Old Blues 
& Jazz Band, first Sunday of every month, 9 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-649- 
6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 p.m.., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Till- 
man, Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond," 7 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. “Spill the Wine,” w/ DJs Vinnie Esparza, 
Guillermo, and Slopoke, first Sunday of every 
month, 5 p.m., free, www.popssf.com/. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco, 415-974-0905. The Flamenco Room, 
1:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Daniel Castro, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
1666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, first Sunday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 
p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 415- 
159-7263. Hillbilly Hootenanny West Side Re- 
vue, first Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free, https://www.facebook.com/pages/ 
The-Hootenanny-West-Side-Revue-First-Sun- 
days/341248372565054. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. Dimension, w/ DJs Justin & Kurt. 
Technicolor sounds: soft vinyl soul, first Sunday 
of every month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 


MONDAY 2 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Bleached, w/ No Parents, 9 
p.m., $15. 

Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs 
Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 
p.m., $3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. ““M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays), 
w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., 


MEZZANINE 


FRLAPRIL 29-830 PM 
FLOATING 
POINTS 


SAT APRIL 30 -9 P 
PRINCE TRIBUTE 


FRI MAY 6 - 9 PM 
FOUR TET 
FRI MAY 13 -9PM 
UT CHEMIST 


C 
3 


4.29 FLOATING POINTS 

(4.30 A CELEBRATION OF PRINCE 
09.06 FOUR TET 

9.13 CUT CHEMIST 

05.14 TRANCEFAMILY 6 YR: ASTRIX 
09.18 YOUNG THUG (AFTERPARTY) 
05.20 VICEROY 


MEZZANINESF.COM | 415.625.8880 | 21+ 
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free, www.motownonmondays.com. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. Manic Mondays, w/ Vinroc, DKTRUKT, 
and Mei-Lwun, 6 p.m. continues through 3, 
Free before tlpm. 

Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Sissy Bar,’ w/ resident DJs Bubbles 
& Christina, first and third Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/SissyBarSF. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. The Alabama Bowties, first Monday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.terrysavastano.com. 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


MONARCH PRESENTS: 


CPAVRRL elisa Wee) i tel k 
FRI APR 29 


MONARCH PRESENTS: 


CASSY 


@YAn|C7NN PANO) aC; 


LIGHTS DOWN LOW SF FEATURING 


FORT ROMEAU 


MASHA MAR, RICHIE PANIC 


* a 


GREEN GORILLA LOUNGE & WERD PRESENT: 


ce] {em | B-Te) sii 


ANTHONY MANSFIELD / DJ M3 

5:5 CINCO DE 5.8 WERD. 
MAYO-TACO PARTY! = 5.10 APHRODITE (UK) 
5.6 OMAR-S 5.12 JAY TRIPWIRE 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS CONTACT 
MANNY @MONARCHSF.COM 


AMAZING HOUR 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS . CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


JON BELLION 


MONDAY, JULY 11 


POKEY LFA GE 
THE CACTUS BLOSSOMS 
ta LO) 05) DYN ANd 0 | 4) 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $22.50 


THAO & THE GET DOWN 
STAY DOWN 


SERATONES 


MONDAY, MAY 2 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $29.50 


APOCALYPTICA 


10 YEARS, FAILURE ANTHEM 


SATURDAY, MAY 7 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 $29.50 


KARL DENSON’S 
TINY UNIVERSE 


PERFORMS PRINCE’S DIRTY MIND 
FEATURING ZIEK MCCARTER OF CON BRIO 


SUNDAY, MAY 8 
DOORS 6:30/ SHOW 7:30 ¢ $22.50 


MAGIC MAN & 
THE GRISWOLDS 


PANAMA WEDDING 


MONDAY, MAY 9 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


AESOP ROCK 
WITH ROB SONIC & DJ ZONE 


HOMEBOY SANDMAN 


ticketmaster.com 


CHEAP PETE’S 
frame factory outlet 


—_°THEe, 


“FILLMORE 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


Oo er 


S Or tc 


I\PrRery 


wo): eS Se Set a ie es © Dee 


WITH SIKTH, CHON, TOOTHGRINDER 
SUN DY VAP NUL@LUN mn. FRIDAY 


HOLY HOLY 


CELEBRATING DAVID BOWIE 
JESSICA MORGAN 


DYN ANd | aa 


FRIDAY, MAY 13 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $22.50 


| 


FRONT COUNTRY, QUILES & CLOUD 


MONDAY, MAY 16 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


TEYANA TAYLOR 


TUESDAY, MAY 17 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $28.00 


CHARLES BRADLEY & HIS 
EXTRAORDINAIRES 


MOTHXR 


TUESDAY, MAY 24 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $20.00 


TITUS ANDRONICUS 


LA SERA 


THURSDAY, MAY 26 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $30.00 


THE COATHANGERS, PLAGUE VENDOR 


THURSDAY, MAY 31 
BOO) C/E) 5 (0) PREULO 


YEASAYER 


YOUNG MAGIC 





LaGUNITAS, (D)cecs' Cit] 


Limit 8 tickets per person. eT dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Alternative Rock 


Maria Kanevskaya 


THAO AND THE GET DOWN STAY DOWN 


With Seratones, at 9 p.m., Saturday, April 30, at The Fillmore. 


$22.50; thefillmore.com. 


Listen to San Francisco band Thao (as in Thao Nguyen) and the Get Down Stay 
Down's new album, A Man Alive! and you might feel happy and upbeat. Unlike 
the band’s preceding three albums, which were more rooted in folk, A Man Alive! 
is rife with funk, groovy piano lines, and slick guitar chords. But if you listen 
closely, you'll notice that there are undertones of sadness and loss in the lyrics. 
Like she’s done in other albums, leadwoman Thao Nguyen turns the record into 
her confessional, speaking candidly and contemplatively about her father, who 
abandoned her family when she was a preteen. “This record, a lot of that is me 
releasing whatever I have to, grieving in whatever way, and having a lot of anger 
and then trying to sort of move forward, to forgive,’ Nguyen told NPR. “He 
kinda just floated away, but you never knew when he would come back and you 
never knew when he would just leave.” The resulting album is rhythmically ca- 
thartic and one of the band’s most compelling to date. Jessie Schiewe 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415- 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 
p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 415- 
771-5030. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free, www. 
kcturnerpresents.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod 
Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “The Monday Make-Out,” Local 
ensembles push the boundaries of jazz — and 
sometimes even sound itself — in a free whirl- 
wind of improvisational whimsy, first Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., Free, bayimproviser.com. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental Jam 
Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ les- 
sons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks, 
www.dancesf.com. 





REGGAE 
Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 


9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. ‘Bad to the Bone,” blues night with Tom 
Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,”’ 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
1666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415- 
584-4445. “Monday Night Motown Soul,” w/ DJ 
Souljah, 9 p.m., Free. 


TUESDAY 3 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Hippo Campus, w/ Riothorse 
Royale, Reisender, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
Fear Factory, w/ Soilwork, Omnikage, Spades 
and Blades, 8 p.m., $25. 


DANCE 
Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


415-441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles 
Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Cock Shot,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
$7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. “‘Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
“‘BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 
p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 


facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 
Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 

751-1122. Seisitin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 
p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


APRILWEEN 


HALLOWEEN IN APRIL!» * 
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MIDNIGHT COSTUME CONTEST! ¢ LOUNGE: FROM HUNGARY 


HOSTED BY: KINGFISH 


DRESS UP TO WIN CASH PRIZES! 5. PQ7S1 2 MEDGYA 
TIPM: FROM AUSTIN, TEXAS, ABOVE: FURRY PARTY 


LIVE MASHUP BAND 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


DESTRUKT 
AIRSUN 


tent he, 


J NEONBUNNY & Guests 


DAZZLE ROOM: 
BLACKOUT 
DJs: MARIO MUSE & 
ADRIENNE SCISSORHANDS 


SATURDAY APRIL 30 


FOUR ROOMS « ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF: 71+ wi © 
9PM-AFTERHOURS $0 BEFORE 10°M  BOOTIESFCOM 
SKIP THE LINE? $85 ADVANCE TIX @ ONALOUNDE COM 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP COs TO THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE! 
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415-397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), playasf.com. 
7:30 p.m., free. Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872-5160. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931-3600. ‘Tropicana Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The Whooli- 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. gan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415- Stepwise, 9 p.m., facebook.com/TropicanaNight. 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 415-861- 
5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 REGGAE 
p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455. 
Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., 
415-525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


INTERNATIONAL BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920-Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292- 
0577. “Noche Tropical,” Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., free. 2583. Bay City Blues, w/ Chris Cain and special 
F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. guests, Tue., May 3, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m.; Tue., May 10, 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 
Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $sJohnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
(free before 9:30 p.m.), undergroundnomads.com. Francisco, 415-954-0777. The Stan Erhart Band, 
Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 10p.m. 
Francisco, 415-671-8081. ‘‘Echale Mas Salsa,’ 8The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, first Tuesday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


Shee Sarkside ro 





FULL BAR ? DAYS « Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON : ' : 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (114M-3PM) See MSK.fm, first Tuesday of every month, 
THURSDAY, 4/28 - 9PM - $8 | 
SOUL 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. ‘Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, 
9:30 p.m., free, (415) 647-2888. 
eee eine i er Pe eee WEDNESDAY 4 
ROCK 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
bay Wao ee ne ee oe 415-621-4455. Cigarettes After Sex, w/ There's Talk, 
SATURDAY, 4/30 - 9PM - $8 Trails and Ways (DJ set), 9 p.m., $12. 


DANCE 


eoeoeeeese eee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee Hee OO 


WEDNESDAY, 5/4 - 8PM - $10/$15 








APRIL 
23 Joseph 


20 Grouper / Barty & Late Show 
Series eater eg kao are ie ee eee eee 29 HUMANS 


THURSDAY, 5/05 - 9PM - $10/$12 50 Shaenr 


MAY 
& Wo 
TT Uy & Madeleine 


% Seat Connection 


eoeeeeee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee we em ee Oo Br | Chels Cohen 








Naat? UPCOMING SHOWS 
20 Jesh Rouse 
; a AL L fi At LEO “SS WRIST BA VU 1U ayia] : nUAUK DWAY DLUBS 2 28 hefot: An Cvesieg with Greyson Chance 
a tes: the Ie —~ 50 Gord | 

i _ 

| ~ 4 - Tenis and Ways 

rien ‘i — 

a) ae — _ “- King 


Kevin Barnes (e¢ Montreal) 
dab: 
SF Ds AMTRICSN PLL 


PBC RARE TECOORTE AT DADS OHA Ree eth Li Coe 


5526 oad} 


hada lili Fat 






theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 Td Haste! Girmet / Kars Prameieon CA 


60 APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2016 LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK SFWEEKLY.COM 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and 
guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas 
Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-S10, facebook.com/ 
bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 415-339- 
8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www.housepi- 
talitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., 
$10; “WCW Wednesdays,” 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896-6374. 
Stitch - Happy Hour, Nu-disco and deep house 
happy hour with DJ Peter Noble (Tight Pants) 
featuring special fashion related events, 
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m., free, 415-896-6473, 
peterjnoble@gmail.com, clubomgsf.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278-9474. 
“EQ Wednesdays,’ 10 p.m.., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. ‘Mixtape Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
751-1122. Jeanie & Chuck's Bluegrass Country 
Jam, first Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 
Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 


Emperor 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
OPEN NOON «2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-t 12 NOON ® 7 PM 


——— 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


lls 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


boozeland 
emperornortons.com 


Se 
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0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland's Jazz Session, The 
Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 
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Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 4 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 F | N $ I f | f FE T A he fn T E R a 
p.m., free. m ¢ ¥ 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco, aaa ™ 


415-398-0850. Free Live Jazz Music, Join us 
every Wednesday & Thursday evening for a free 
Jazz show by local Bay Area musicians. Shows 
start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, drinks & Jazz., 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 p.m. Continues 
through June 1, Free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily 
Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 


EXCLUSIVELY AT SAN FRANCISCO'S PREMIER 
: ALL MUDE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 


FRIMAY EE @ 
SATMAY7 % 
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DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC : 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 ; 


THURS 4/28 7PM $12 ADV / $14 DOOR 
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(wick! euuHM), DAVE BROGA AN (ALO), | 
JASON CROSBY & mor : 


THURS 5/12-SAT 5/14 7PM $40 ADV/ $45 DOOR 


STEVE KIMOCK & FRIENDS 
FEAT JEFF CHIMENTI, BOBBY VEGA, JAY 
LANE, LESLIE MENDELSON & MORE 


(9 CORTE MADERA AVEN 
415-388-3850 | SWEETWA 


y » 
PPEPEPED OUR PEERRED OO RRRR ERR Ree a 


PURCHASE SHOW TICKETS & FRONT RON 
8I6 LARKIN STREET 415.776.0212 | fi enewcernfury A Anewcenty y's SG 


OPEN AFTERHOUSS 1. SAWN 


Perrrrrreere re eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee seeeeeee 


SEATS @ WWW.NEWCENTURYSF.COM 
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STARRING THE PENTHOUSE KEY 
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OPEN 7PM 


PPenthouse_5SF 
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GIRLS 


EM xk CE 
FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 


4/23 PUNK/SCHLOCK KARAOKE 
W/THE LOVELY EILEEN 
9PM FREE 


4/30 A NIGHT IN HONOR OF 
LEMMY & DAVID BOWIE 


QUINTANICA 

(TRIBUTE TO LEMMY & MOTORHEAD) 
Y THREE SONS 

(DAVID BOWIE CLASSICS & ODDITIES) 
10P - $5 

V1 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

v/2 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AN ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 

11 PM TO 2 AM 

$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 

9/3. TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH 

A CAN OF TECATE 

/4 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 

ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 
%*& MON-THU 4PM-2AM ~* FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
~% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 


SICQCL 5 


CLOTHING 
SUPERSTORE 
a ees 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
A RETRO SHIRTS! £ 


2366 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19th & 20th) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.824.7729 


www.zootsuitstore.com 
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Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. Howard Wiley & Extra Nappy: 
Spring Residency, 9:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. continues 
through June 29, Free with Eventbrite RSVP. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 
Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. ‘‘Baobab!,” timba dance party 
with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. ‘Latin Lounge,"’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Bachatalicious,” 7 
p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 


TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY; ALL AGES CLUB 


. “hs 
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; Sie wits & 2 
PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


» TERRIE 
~ ODABI 
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BAY CITY BLUES 


TUES, MAY 3RD- A Melting Pot of Blues 
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WEDS, MAY 4TH: Instrumental Virtuosity 
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BIG GIGS COMING TO BISCUITS! 


B.B. King Tribute « 5/6 - 5/8 
SRV Tribute + 5/12 & 5/13 
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Mlolaat-SomnelgialelameeyA le} 
Wayne Baker Brooks + 5/20 & 5/21 
Guy Davis « 5/25 


ANDBLUES.COM 
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ColdChu A F WATCH OM OUR HO JUMBO SCREEN W/ FULL AREWA SOUND 


sard Street - 419.536.0300 ¢ aeoiwcienss 


MIDULEWEIGRT WURLU GHAMPIUNSHIP 


S10® Burger & Domestic Draft Beer 


Wh ’ 
GUARANTEE YOUR VIP TABLE & PURCHASE ADVANCE TICKETS AT or 99° Wings & Domestic Draft Beer 


UPEM EARLY FOR ALL UNDERCARD FIGHTS - FULL RESTAURANT MENU AVAILABLE DURING THE EVENT 
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THE ONE-NIGHT STAND 


by Dan Savage 


Iam a trans man and I have no love life. But 
I did just hook up with a friend two nights ago. It 
was the first time I’ve had sex in more than a year. 
My problem is that it was a “one-time thing.” I was 
hoping to be FWB at least. I’m furious with myself 
for giving that away for what amounted to a hook- 
up, and thoroughly sorry for myself for it being a 
“one-time thing,” because it nearly always is. I feel 
thoroughly unlovable and dejected right now. I was 
raised a Boston Irish Catholic, and I have PTSD 
from my parents being difficult. In a backward way, 
I hope the issue for others is tied to the fallout from 
my upbringing—because thats something everyone 
has problems with, and those things, while not en- 
tirely fixable, are manageable and not so visible. I 
worry its not that, though. I worry my being trans 
is the first problem a potential partner sees. lam a 
man with a twat—a forlorn, underused twat at that. 
Not Often Picked, Everyone Not Interested 

Sexually 


Buck Angel is a public speaker, a filmmaker, an 
activist, and a trans man, NOPENIS, who famous- 
ly and fearlessly bills himself as “the man with a 
pussy.” I passed your letter on to him because who 
better to answer a question from a man with a twat 
than the man with a pussy? 

“Anyone who hasn’t had sex in more than a year 
is going to find it scary to get back out there and start 
again,’ said Buck. “And starting again with a body 
that you might not be 100 percent comfortable with 
yet? That’s even scarier. The first thing that NOPE- 
NIS needs to hear—and really believe—is that he 1s 
lovable. And he is, even if he doesn’t know it yet.” 

The second order of business: You gotta stop 
beating yourself up over that one-night stand. Take it 
from Buck, your fellow trans man, and take it from 
me, your fellow Irish Catholic queer: You didn’t do 
anything wrong, you didn’t give anything away— 
hell, you were doing something right. 

“Hookups can be important for understanding 
your body sexually,” said Buck. “So NOPENIS 
shouldn’t be mad at himself. We learn and grow from 
our experiences, even if they’re bad ones. And here’s 
what I learned from my first experiences in the gay 
men’s world of sex: Hookups are the way it’s done. 

I was not prepared for that because I’d had sex only 
with women before my transition. That was hard for 
me, too, at first. But what I learned was that I wasn’t 
being rejected, even if it was only a one-night thing. I 
was being accepted in a way I wasn’t used to.” 

Finally, NOPENIS, you’ve got to stop seeing 
your body and your twat as problems. It’s the only 
body you’ll ever have, and it’s a body some will 
find attractive and some won’t. Some guys will be 
attracted to your body (and you, ideally) for its dif- 
ferences—not attracted to your body (ditto) despite 
its differences. 

“NOPENIS absolutely shouldn’t count himself 
out just because he’s trans,” said Buck. “The world is 
different now, and many people are attracted to trans 
men sexually. He just needs to learn to love himself 
and to have sexual confidence, because people find 
that attractive. And he should continue to experiment 
and continue to embrace new experiences!” 

For more Buck, go to buckangel.com. And you 
can—and should—follow Buck on Twitter @Buck- 
Angel. 


I have a friend who is getting married. Shes 
cheated on every guy she’s been with, including her 
last three husbands. This will be her fourth mar- 
riage. I’m sure shes fed the new guy a million rea- 
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sons why her first three marriages didn t work out. 
Shes obviously a sex fiend, but she s not kinky. And 
here s the punch line: I found her fiancé 8 profile on 
Fetlife, and he has some hardcore fetishes—even 
by my standards! I’m sure his kinks are going un- 
explored within their relationship/engagement and 
that they will go unexplored once they’re married, 
as my friend has been horrified during discussions 
of my attendance at BDSM events. I know your rule 
is generally to “stay the fuck out of it,”’ but I have a 
rule that goes like this: “IT would like to know that 
the person I’m dating is a serial cheater who 8 prob- 
ably after me for my money.” So do I warn the guy? 

Fucked Regarding Imperiling Ensuing 
Nuptials, Dan 


Mind your own business, FRIEND, and do so 
with a clear conscience—because these two sound 
perfect for each other. He’s on Fetlife looking for 
someone to diaper him, and she’s probably cheating 
on him already. If your friend is still a dishonest, 
lying, heartbreaking cheat—if she’s still making 
monogamous commitments she cannot keep—why 
stop her from marrying a man who 1s already cheat- 
ing on her or 1s likely to cheat on her shortly after 
the wedding? To gently paraphrase William Shake- 
speare: “Let thee not to the marriage of true minds 
admit impediments.” 

Watching these two walk down the aisle will 
be like watching two drunk drivers speed around a 
closed racetrack. Maybe they’ll crash, maybe they 
won't; maybe they’ll die in a fire, maybe they’ ll get 
out alive. But so long as no one else is gonna get 
hurt, why risk your own neck trying to pull these 
fuckers over? 





My father is a friendly, kind, all-around good 
guy. We get along well and always have. But I now 
have to avoid all political discussions with him. He 
was always a bit socially conservative, but now he 
gets a lot of batshit crazy and simply dumb ideas 
from the scourge of our nation today: Fox News. 
How can we stop the dumbing down of our society 
by Fox News, Dan? We have to do something about 
this malady! 

Anonymous 


“Anonymous 1s right—Fox News 1s a malady, 
one that I’ve often joked is worse than Ebola,” said 
the documentary filmmaker Jen Senko. “It destroys 
families and has torn apart the country. That’s pretty 
powerful.” 

Here’s what Senko did about it: She made The 
Brainwashing of My Dad, a terrific documentary 
exploring how Fox News and other right-wing media 
turned her mild-mannered, nonpolitical father into a 
ranting, raving, right-wing fanatic. 

“We need to stigmatize ‘Faux News,’” said Sen- 
ko. “I make it a point when I walk into a restaurant or 
some other public place and they have on Faux News 
of politely asking them to turn it off. I write to news 
outlets when they try to emulate Fox and complain.” 

But how do you get your own dad to turn off Fox 
News? 

“Speaking to loved ones is important but it’s 
difficult,” said Senko. “You have to approach them 
in a calm way, starting the conversation on neutral 
ground. Sometimes just getting them out of the 
house and away from the TV helps. There is a group 
called Hear Yourself Think (hearyourselfthink.org) 
that focuses on deprogramming Fox News viewers. 
You will find plenty of advice there. But if you can 
sit down with your loved one and tell them you are 
concerned about their anger and their worry and you 
feel that Fox News is helping to generate that, it can 
be a conversation opener. You can also get them to 
try to watch our movie!” 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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VY = SWEET & 
PETITE 
For a Great 
Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 


TEE EEE Eee 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 
or WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 


Bi - Black & Masculine 

First Timers Welcome 

Very discreet, friendly & clean. 
Well-endowed, with a Nice 
Round Butt! Incalls/Outcalls. 
Call Cedric (510) 776-5945 


WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557, 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370339-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Wild Side Pets, 220 Rose 

St. San Francisco, CA 94102, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Jennifer Malawey, 220 Rose St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

The business is conducted by: 
an individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Not 
Applicable 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Jennifer Malawey 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 5, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 

in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/21, 4/28, 5/5, 5/12/16 
CNS-2869637# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370554-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Banbee Innovations, 640 
Davis St., #50, San Francisco, 
CA 94111, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Mimi Yan, 640 Davis St., #50, 
San Francisco, CA 94111 

The business is conducted by: 
an individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on not 
applicable 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Mimi Yan 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 19, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19/16 
CNS-2873837# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370395-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Pyram USA, 1320 Donner 
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94124, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Tako Studios Inc. (CA), 1320 
Donner Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94124 

The business is conducted by: 
a corporation 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 4/7/16 
| declare that all information 


in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Illegible, CEO 

Tako Studios Inc. 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 7, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19/16 
CNS-2873668# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370534-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Manitas Café & Deli, 2078 
Hayes St., SF, CA 94117, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Manitas Café & Deli LLC 

(CA), 44 Visitacion, Ste. 102, 
Brisbane, CA 94005 

The business is conducted by: 
a limited liability company 
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
4/18/2016 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Christopher Rosales, Owner 
Manitas Café & Deli LLC 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 18, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 


in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 

in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19/16 
CNS-2872151# 
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- PT/FT/Anytime!! 
PAID DAILY!!! 
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THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 
Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a 

new career. *Underwater 
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Placement Assistance. 
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who qualify 1.800.321.0298 


Birst, Inc. in San Francisco 
seeks Snr Cloud Architect. 
Mail resume Attn: HR, 45 
Fremont St., Flr 18, SF/ 
CA 94105 quoting job 
#SCA016 


Hired Inc in San Francisco, 
CA seeks Data Scientist 
(#DS016) and Director of 

Marketing (#DOMO015); mail 

resume to Kim Minnick 

at 1455 Market St, Flr 19, 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
quoting job # 


Product Designer-San 
Francisco - Smule is 
seeking a product designer 
to develop concepts 
into deliverables, create 
production quality designs, 
oversee user experience of 
product from conception 
to launch. MFA in Design 
+ 1 y. exp. as product/ 

UI designer. Resumes to 
J. Yang, Job#0416, 139 
Townsend St., Ste 300, San 
Francisco, CA 94107 
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